Yerington, Nevada

April 14,2O2l
The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day with the following present: Comm.
Robert Jacobson and Comm. Wes Henderson. The following Commissioners called in: Comm. Vida Keller,
Comm. Dave Hockaday, and Comm. Ken Gray. Also present: District Attorney Steve Rye, and County
Manager Jeff Page.

l. Roll Call
Present: Robert Jacobson, Wes Henderson
Phone/Video: Vida Keller, Ken Gray, and Dave Hockaday
2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Public Participation
There was no public participation

4. For Possible Action: Review and adoption of agenda
Comm. Henderson moved to approve the agenda as presented. Comm. Jacobson seconded and the motion
passed 5-0.

5. Commissioners/County Manager reports

There was none given.

REGULAR AGENDA - (Action will be taken on all items unless otherwise noted)
6. County Manager
6.a. Fort Possible Action: To approve and/or amend

for approval the Restorc Lyon County
Plan in transition from State to local oversight of COVID 19 response and recovery
- Restore Lyon County Transition PIan

County Manager Jeff Page gave a report that the Governor had a press conference yesterday. In the
conference he stated on May l" the statewide social distancing mandate will be removed, and that decisions
on social distancing will transition to local authority. Large gatherings will be approved by the State and
their guidelines by June 30'h, 202l.ln regards to graduations in Lyon County, the Lyon School Districts
will follow the guidelines of State Department of Education. As for the brothels, it will be the County's
decision.

Comm. Keller states in reflection of the Governor's announcement, she wanted to change all dates in the
document from June 30'l'to May l''.
Comm. Gray commented he doesn't agree with the Governor's actions, or direction to the local authority.
Comm. Hockaday is in agreement to allow the School District to determine the social distancing for large
gatherings.
Comm. Jacobson stated he does not want this to affect the schools. He wanted it to read for large gatherings,
5Oo/o percent occupancy or 250 max. He does not want it to get in the way of graduations. He agreed to
change the dates as Comm. Keller stated. He wanted to increase the amount gatherings for outdoor facilities.

Comm. Henderson requested to remove social distancing, and to remove the 6 person seating

limit

in

restaurants.

Comm. Keller requested for public gatherings and events, to remove 50 Vo occupancy or 250 people max,
to remove the 6 person per table, and until June l't to meet social distancing.
Comm. Henderson stated the socialdistancing requirement was May l't.
Comm. Keller agreed to change the date.
Jeff Page recommended to remove all social distancing and capacity.
Comm. Jacobson is not in favor of gatherings limiting to 250 people. He agreed to change the date

as

recommended.
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Comm. Gray is in favor to change all the dates to May l'rand not June l''.
Comm. Hockaday commented in the material distributed by the Governor, it states, 'As of May l,2O2l,
the State of Emergency will no longer include social distancing requirement. . .' He recommended using the
same language in the document to be submitted.
Comm. Henderson wanted to be clear, the opening for May

l"

also includes the brothels.

Comm. Keller agreed to include the brothels.
Comm. Gray stated he does not want to submit a plan to open up the County. He commented the Governor
should be accountable for the directives.

Comm. Jacobson doesn't agree because there could be ramifications to the organizations or businesses in
Lyon County.
Comm. Hockaday moved to approve the plan with the changes in the chart, minus the first column, but to
change the others to what is stated in the document, as of May 1,2021, the State of Emergency will no
longer include social distancing requirements, as written that paragraph.
Comm. Gray asked for an amendment to change all dates to May I'r in the document.
Comm. Hockaday agreed.
Comm. Gray seconded
Comm. Keller asked for clarification of the motion.
Comm. Hockaday answered for columns of Indoor/Outdoor Occupancy, County Industry Requirements
and State Requirements, to add the language as written in the paragraph of the document given by the
Governor.

Comm. Henderson asked if this meets the requirements being submitted.
Jeff Page answered as of the update given by the Govemor, it should meet the requirements.

District Attorney Steve Rye asked if the motion addressed the request given by all the Commissioners has
been met.

Comm. Keller recommended to remove the 50 percent occupancy, the 150 people, and the social distancing.
To add the 100 percent occupancy and the brothels to be included. She wanted what is suhmitted to be the
plan from the County.
Comm. Jacobson agreed with Comm. Keller.
Jeff Page is concerned there are four Industries/Activities the State has regulation over. Those he does not
recommend to change.

Comm. Hockaday pulled his motion. He then went on to amend his motion to note on the plan
percent occupancy, other than the industries which the County does not control.

for

100

Steve Rye advised the Board to review the Transition Plan given by the Governor.

Comm. Hockaday stated under the State Requirement section, the column addresses the Transition Plan.
Jeff Page edited the plan by following the instructions given by the Commissioners and District Attorney
Steve Rye.

Comm. Keller requested Comm. Hockaday to amend his motion to approve the document as changed by
the Commissioners.

Comm. Gray stated Comm. Hockaday pulled his motion.
Comm. Henderson moved to approve the Lyon County Recovery plan as discussed.
Comm. Jacobson seconded.
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Comm. Keller opened the meeting for public comment.

Public Comment:
Phil Cowee commented he is not in favor of the State's directives.
Comm. Keller closed public comment.
The motion passed 4-

l, with Comm. Gray opposed.

7. Commissioner Comments

Comm. Gray is not in support of the Governor's directives, and they're not transparent.
Comm. Hockaday and Comm. Jacobson both commented they wanted the County to move forward.
Comm. Henderson read his comments into the record.
Comm. Keller thanked the Board for working through the document.
8. Public Participation

There was none given.
9. Adjourn
Comm. Keller adjourned the meeting.
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I

believe this whole exercise is nothing more than a farce. The individual that is temporarily

occupying the Governor's office has overstepped his authority

and

usurps the authority of this

Board to manage Lyon County in the manner in which we, as a Board, feel is in our counties best
interest.

I want to acknowledge the pain and suffering of the families that have lost loved ones to this virus.

However, the draconian measures that have been put in place have far exceeded what could be
considered reasonable. According to the latest email we received from our county manager, there
have been 3013 cases of Covid-19 in Lyon County. 62 of those cases resulted in death. The report
states that Lyon County has a population

of 57,987. Let us put

these numbers into perspective.

Of all the residents of Lyon County, 5.2% of ourpopulation have been identified as having the

virus. A little more than 2Yo of the individuals that have gotten the virus have died

as a result

(although there are questions about the veracity of these numbers with some deaths being falsely
attributed to Covid). Put another way, only

I tenth of I per cent of Lyon County's population

has

succumbed to Covid. Yet the Governor has placed overly restrictive regulations on our county

resulting in harm to our businesses, our economy and to our quality of life.

It is time to open Lyon County up 100%, including making the wearing of masks optional. Our
businesses should be the ones to determine

if

people should be required to wear a mask in their

establishments. What science determined that 6 people sitting together enjoying a meal is OK but
7 or more is

not? Enough is enough.

The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language defines an emergency as "a situation

or occurrence of a serious nature, developing suddenly and unexpectedly, and demanding
immediate action." Any "emergency" that we experienced regarding Covid-19 was over a long

time ago. I believe that we are being forced to participate in this game of Sisolak may
case, the emperor has no clothes, and

I will not pretend that he is regally clothed.

I.
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