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The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day in special session with the 

following present: Chairman Joe Mortensen, Vice-Chairman Bob Hastings, Commissioners Greg 

Hunewill and Don Alt.  Comm. Fierro was absent.  Also present: County Manager Jeff Page and 

Deputy Clerk Donna MacGill. 

 

1. Public participation 

 

Scott Keller said if there is anybody who would like copies of agendas regarding the Silver 

Springs community to contact him and he will put them on a list.   

 

Richard Najariaw of Silver Springs Airport LLC, discussed future growth in Lyon County and 

the Silver Springs Airport Master Plan.   

 

2. For Possible Action: Review and adoption of agenda 

 

Comm. Alt moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion 

passed 4 – 0.  Absent:  Comm. Fierro 

 

3. For Possible Action:  To receive public input and for the Board of Commissioners to 

recommend changes, revisions or additions to the Silver Springs Airport Master 

Plan and Master Lease 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said this workshop is to gather information for the Silver Springs 

Airport Master Plan and the future Master Lease of the airport.  He explained that Armstrong 

Consulting was hired to work on the airport master plan.  

 

Justin Pietz of Armstrong Consultants had a power point presentation showing the proposed 

master plan.  He said this is purely a conceptual plan.  He discussed the concerns that were 

expressed at the April meeting regarding the runway extension.  He said they received an email 

from the FAA yesterday stating that the airport master plan was acceptable from the FAA’s 

standpoint.  He addressed the need to possibly acquire additional land in the event of a runway 

extension.   

  

The following gave their input for the Silver Springs Airport Master Plan and the Master Lease: 

 

Marco Lucich of the Silver Springs Airport LLC 

 

Doug Bennett, President, Lyon County Business Development Association, explained that the 

airport would be an economic benefit to the county.   

 

William Miles said he is a part owner in the 17 acres west of the Silver Springs Airport.  He said 

he is in support of economic development.  He discussed the history of the airport and expressed 

concerns about the taking of airspace over his property.  He discussed the need for infrastructure 

at the airport.  He also stated there could be a number of hangers built at the airport as it 

presently exists.  He said Lyon County really needs to look at alternate ideas and understand the 

costs of property condemnation if the runways were extended. 

 

There was discussion on navigation easements. 

 

Vida Keller gave history of the airport.  She explained that it is Lyon County’s airport that it has 

been leased to Kay and Hale Bennett.   A total of $6,269,928.70 has been spent on the airport 

either from FAA Grants, CDBG Grants, Nevada Aviation Trust Funds, Kay and Hale Bennett or 

Lyon County matching funds which total 1.09%, or $68,224.77.  In 2012 Lyon County informed 

Hale and Kay Bennett they would need an airport master plan.  The county agreed to pay 

approximately $15,000 towards the cost of the airport master plan.   

 

Mandy Bennett presented a list of people from the community who were in support of moving 

forward with the development of the Silver Springs Airport.   

 

Darrell Fisher feels the airport is ready for development.   
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Patrick Peagarden said he is a commercial pilot and said his company is moving from Alaska to 

Lyon County.  He said there is potential for growth in this community.  He feels an instrument 

approach and a longer runway will be necessary. 

 

James Duvall’s statement was read into the record.  Taxiway lighting was addressed in the 

comments. 

 

Gregory Peek of ERGS Inc. discussed the demands on infrastructure and was in favor of 

development of the airport.  He presented a letter from Robert Hooper, Executive Director of 

Northern Nevada Development Authority (NNDA) expressing their support of Silver Springs 

Airport development efforts.  

 

Brian Vowell said his company is one of the top five users of the Silver Springs Airport and 

commented on the fact there are no services at the airport.   

 

Aaron Collins was in support of the airport master plan. 

 

John Stevens talked about issues concerning the three schools in close proximity to the airport. 

 

Ray Johnson spoke in favor of extension of the runway. 

 

Scott Jolcover also spoke in support of development at the Silver Springs Airport. 

 

Bob Cashell of Reno, Nevada was also expressed interest in developing businesses in Silver 

Springs.  He felt a longer runway would increase safety.   

 

Reverend Richard Blain of Silver Springs said that businesses bring growth to a community.    

 

Teri McElroy spoke in favor of the airport expansion and growth in Silver Springs. 

 

Ken Gray urged the commissioners to approve the plan as presented.  

 

Les Robertson spoke in favor of the airport plan but limit it to the existing airport structure and 

wait and see what happens when TRIP comes in. 

 

Donna Julian had concerns about the residential areas. 

 

Richard Egan expressed concerns about increased fire safety and protection around the schools. 

 

The commissioners had questions and comments. 

 

Comm. Alt felt the county should first address a water plan. 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to direct staff to have an economic assessment and report of potential 

employment prepared to allow the county commission to understand the impact of the aviation 

activity.  Comm. Mortensen seconded.   

 

Bill Miles stressed how important the utility infrastructure is to the master plan.  

 

There was discussion regarding the sewer and water infrastructure being in place. 

 

Comm. Mortensen called for the vote and the motion passed 4 – 0.  Absent:  Comm. Fierro  

 

County Manager Jeff Page said he would work with Armstrong Consultants on the verbiage of 

the master plan. He recommended leaving things as they are.   

 

Comm. Hastings made a motion to approve working with Armstrong Consultants on getting 

additional information for verbiage of the master plan.  Comm. Hunewill seconded and the 

motion passed 4 – 0.  Absent:  Comm. Fierro 

 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said Silver Springs Airport LLC is requesting a potential 99 year 
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lease.  Lyon County is currently in a 50 year lease.  There have been several amendments to the 

existing lease. Jeff Page said the District Attorney recommended extending the lease in 

increments.  He also requested that the leaseholders give accountability to the county.  He is 

looking for input to put together a resolution for a lease.   

 

There was discussion concerning the possibility of going out for bid on the lease.   

 

Comm. Hastings made a motion to direct staff to work with Silver Springs Airport LLC 

regarding a new lease that would include financial reporting to the County on a regular basis.  

The lease would also include trigger points that would allow extending the lease in increments.  

Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed 4 – 0.  Absent:  Comm. Fierro 

 

Bill Miles commented on the number of hangers he has built in other airports and long term 

leases.  He was wondering if he would deal with the airport leaseholder or the county if he were 

negotiating a contract at the Silver Springs Airport. 

 

4. Public participation 

 

Scott Jolcover commented on taxes and the FAA Trust Fund. 

 

5. Adjourn 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

     ____________________________________________ 

     JOE MORTENSEN, Chairman 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

________________________________________ 
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