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The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day in regular session with the 

following present: Chairman Joe Mortensen, Vice-Chairman Bob Hastings, Commissioners Greg 

Hunewill, Don Alt and Ray Fierro.  Also present: County Manager Jeff Page, Deputy District 

Attorney Moreen Scully, Clerk/Treasurer Nikki Bryan and Deputy Clerk Donna MacGill. 

 

1. Public participation 

 

There was no public participation. 

 

2. For Possible Action: Review and adoption of agenda 

 

County Manager Jeff Page asked that Item #13 be pulled from the consent agenda.  He said no 

action will be taken today or in the future.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the agenda as presented with the deletion of Item #13.  Comm. 

Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

3. Presentation of awards and/or recognition of accomplishments 

 

There was no public participation.   

 

4. Commissioners/County Manager comments 

 

Comm. Fierro said he attended the Carson Water Subconservancy District meeting where they 

discussed water reduction on domestic wells and meters.  He said the Silver Springs area is over 

allocated. 

 

Don Alt said there will be a meeting at the legislature on August 26
th 

regarding water.  He will be 

testifying at the public lands committee meeting tomorrow.   

 

Comm. Mortensen also commented on moving water from one well to another.  Apparently the 

Paiute Tribe has protested the move.  He also mentioned TRI being denied their request to move 

water from one well to another.   

 

Jeff Page said he attended a meeting on the Anaconda Mine site.  The governor agreed to the 

superfund listing.  This has been studied for 18 years.  A portion of the property listed for the 

superfund is BLM property.  Assemblywoman Robin Titus will be touring the mine site 

tomorrow.  We have issued the go ahead for the building in Silver Springs.  Apparently mold has 

been discovered on the building.  We are working with Canadian immigration regarding a 

guardianship issue. The decisions that have been made are the decisions of the County Manager 

in regard to the Canadian immigrant.  Senator Dean Heller will be touring the Nevada Copper 

mine on Monday.  NACO contacted Jeff Page regarding behavior health issues with the jail and 

job placement after the inmates are discharged.  He also discussed a domestic well in Storey 

County with an allocation of two acre feet that is pumping considerably more water.  From the 

geographic location it would appear that well is pulling from other wells in the area.  We have no 

say over water issues regarding domestic wells in the county.  

 

5. Elected Official’s report 

 

Dispatcher Donna Cupp reported on behalf of the sheriff’s department.  She said that all dispatch 

positions have been filled.  Two positons were filled by previous employees so they anticipate 

the training time will be reduced from ten months to five months.  The department is working on 

radio console upgrades.  The current equipment is extremely old and it is difficult to find parts in 

the event of a breakdown.  They are continuing to watch their budget but there is still overtime 

due to unexpected events.  She said they expended approximately $7,300 on dispatch services for 

Night in the Country.    

 

6. Appointed Officials comments 

 

Facilities Fleet Services Director Tim Ogle discussed the monthly report presented to 

commissioners.  He explained the pie charts presented.  He discussed work orders and the fleet 

services report.  He discussed the number of work orders pertaining to the justice complex.       
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Public Works Director Dave Snelgrove attended the NDOT meeting regarding USA parkway.   

There was discussion concerning the round-a-bouts.  He continues to work on concerns 

expressed at the community meetings.  Community Development is working on automation of 

building permits.  The building inspectors will be receiving their laptops today which will allow 

them to be more connected while out in the field.  He has been working on code enforcement 

with Maureen Williss. Community Development will eventually take over code enforcement 

concerns.  He and Rob Pyzel are working on Title 15.    

 

Comptroller Josh Foli said District Court received additional bills for the murder cases they 

worked on. He estimates we will be $200,000 to $300,000 over budget for last fiscal year.  His 

staff has been working on the fair and rodeo.  He informed the board that Jessica Angle started 

this week in HR.  He said they have successfully implemented the new accounting, payroll and 

components of the HR software in the last year and a half.  He is working with Dave Snelgrove 

and is starting to implement the building permit and code enforcement software.  He also 

informed the board that IT is running about one year behind on certain projects.   

 

Christie Reeder introduced Jessica Angle to the board.   

  

7. Advisory Board reports 

 

There were no advisory board reports. 

 

**CONSENT AGENDA** 

  

8. For Possible Action: Approval of changes on Assessor’s tax roll due to corrections in 

assessments and review of tax roll changes 

 

Unsecured Property factual corrections totaled $588.40 and Secured Property factual corrections 

totaled $2,190.44. 

  

9. For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of business license applications: 

a. Hail, David M.; Hail, Mary A.; 5
th

 Generation Lath & Plaster, Inc.; 601 Vance 

Dr., Fernley, NV; Lath and Plaster Contractor 

b. Roberts, Morse L.; Applied Mechanical, Inc.; 2010 Kleppe Ln., Sparks, NV; 

Change of Officers 

c. Martin, Kelsey A.; Martin, Grace A.; Back on the Rack; 175 Dayton Village 

Pkwy., Dayton, NV; Change Location 

 

Item #9c was removed from the agenda. 

   

d. Roach, Gregory, Carroll D.; Gold Creek Quilting; 204 Gold Creek Dr., 

Dayton, NV; Quilting 

e. Roach, Nathan B.; Johnson, Judith A.; Gradex Construction Company; 800 

Bennie Ln., Suite A., Reno, NV; General Engineering Contractor 

f. Bell, Susan F.; Bell, Ronald D.; Sierra Insul Panel Inc.; Happy Roots and 

Shoots; 1720 E. 10
th

 St., Silver Springs, NV; Change Name 

g. Fleischmann, Karen B.; Taylor, Samms; J.E. Simas Floors, Inc.; 9400 S. 

Virginia St., Reno, NV; Flooring Contractor 

h. Evans, Anthony P.; Next Generation Drywall LLC; 125 Catron Dr., Reno, 

NV; Drywall Contractor 

i. Davis, Mary E.; Munns, Joshua G.; NVision Glass Inc.; 667 Spice Island Dr., 

Suite 101, Sparks, NV; Glass & Glazing Contractor 

j. Meinzer, Kenneth P.; Meinzer, Barbara S.; Pinnacle Heating and Air 

Conditioning; 5301 Longley Ln., Bldg F, Suite 201, Reno, NV; HVAC 

Contractor 

k. Barajas, Juan; Moreno, Stephanie R.; Sierra Coast Roofing Inc.; 6015 S. 

Virginia St., #487, Reno, NV; Roofing Contractor 

l. Garcia Vega, Juan Manuel; Tacos Sabrosos Parra; 1125 Rock Blvd., Sparks, 

NV 89431; Mobile Food Truck 

m. Flickinger, Ryan M.; McDoniels, Jess B.; Triumph Electric, Inc.; 1360 Greg 

St., Suite 106, Sparks, NV; Electrical Contractor 
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n. Giles, Patrick M.; Whiskers & Paws Catering; 1342 Jobs Peak Dr., 

Gardnerville, NV; Change Ownership Type 

o. Bowler, Wesley J.; Wild West Pest Management LLC; 1322 Mary Jo Dr., 

Gardnerville, NV; Pest Control  

 

10. For Possible Action: Approve resolution requesting the Nevada Attorney General to 

investigate and prosecute a criminal case where an actual or perceived conflict of 

interest exists (requested by District Attorney) 

 

11. For Possible Action: Approve the renewal of the one-year Commercial Lease with 

Dayton Healthcare Center, LLC, for additional space to accommodate Lyon County 

Human Services, Nevada Home Visiting program (requested by Human Services) 

 

12. For Possible Action: Acceptance of FY17 Notice of Grant Award from the State of 

Nevada Department of Health and Human Services, for the Community Services 

Block Grant, in the amount of $126,557 (requested by Human Services) 

 

13. For Possible Action:  Approve request from North Lyon County Fire District for 

Lyon County to support their application for grant funding through the US 

Department of Homeland Security – 2016 Countering Violent Extremism grant 

(requested by North Lyon County Fire District) 

 

Item #13 was removed from the agenda. 

 

14. For Possible Action:  Accept POOL/PACT Risk Management Grant of $6,466.35 for 

purchase of Traffic Cones (requested by Sheriff’s Office) 

 

15. For Possible Action: Authorize County Manager to contract with private company, 

another governmental entity or designate another County office or department to 

act as Public Administrator pending the Board of County Commissioners 

appointment of a replacement Public Administrator (requested by County 

Manager) 

 

16. For Possible Action: Review and accept travel claims  

 

Travel claims totaled $3,895.78 and registrations totaled $1,575.00.   

 

17. For Possible Action: Review and accept County claims and financial report  

 

County claims totaled $562,013.97 and payroll totaled $1,062,692.83.   

 

Comm. Fierro is not present 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the consent agenda with Item #13 being removed.  Comm. 

Alt seconded and the motion passed unanimously 4 – 0.   

 

Comm. Fierro is present 

 

Comm. Fierro said the address shown on Item 9c is not the business address and the owners 

listed are not the current owners of that business.  He would like that item to be pulled until those 

issues are remedied.   

 

Comm. Mortensen made a motion to reopen the consent agenda.  Comm. Hunewill seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.  

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the consent agenda with Items #13 and #9c being removed.  

Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

 

18. For Possible Action:  To approve a five (5) year contract with AT&T for a hosted 

phone console solution with a monthly cost of $12,815.16 (requested by Sheriff’s 

Office) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said this cost would come out of the 911 surcharge.  He explained this 

was why the surcharge was created.   

 

Donna Cupp explained issues that cause interruptions in service with the current phone service.  

The 911 surcharge committee voted unanimously to place this at the top of the list to avoid 

interruptions in communication.  Currently there are two telephone companies serving Lyon 

County.  She said the hosted solution would allow the sheriff’s department to only deal with one 

company.   

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve a five (5) year contract with AT&T for a hosted phone 

console solution with a monthly cost of $12,815.16 to be funded out of the 911 surcharge fund.  

Comm. Hunewill seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

19. For Possible Action: Mr. George Robinson would like to have an accounting from 

Delores Munro, Public Administrator, on the estate of Dennis K. Davidson 

(requested by Mr. Robinson) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said that currently, Lyon County does not have a Public 

Administrator since Delores Munro resigned, effective August 15, 2016.  He also explained that 

per NRS, the commissioners have the right to request an investigation.  Mr. Robinson came to 

the county some time ago and requested some information and was asked to provide an agenda 

item.  Mr. Page also checked with the District Court and the attorney of record and from their 

perspective the case has been handled in accordance with the law.      

 

George Robinson said he lives across the road from Dennis Davidson’s property and would like 

to know where some big dollar items went before the auction every occurred.  He would like to 

know how much was received for those items.  He mentioned several items that were not in the 

auction.     

 

Jeff Page said he was informed by Deputy District Attorney Moreen Scully that pursuant to state 

law, Mr. Robinson has no legal standing in the case.  The board can direct staff to do an 

investigation.  He explained that items of value in estates are contained in a safe and secure 

facility so they will not get stolen.   

    

Delores Munro said she was the acting public administrator for the estate in question and she 

worked directly with Attorney Wayne Pedersen.  She said everything was either distributed or 

sold according to the heirs wishes, which in this case is the State of Nevada.  She had to respond 

to the Attorney General concerning the estate.  She said there were over 50 guns in the estate and 

the District Attorney Steve Rye recommended they obtain bids.  They received three bids from 

gun dealers and the guns were sold to the highest bidder.  She said she has to report to the 

District Court and to the Attorney General’s Office in regard to this estate and Mr. Robinson has 

no right to any accounting.  The vehicles were sold to have funds to work with until Mr. 

Davidson’s accounts were accessible.  She also said the coins were sold to the highest bidder to a 

coin dealer.   

 

County Manager Jeff Page said a full accounting of the estate has been done by the public 

administrator in good faith.  Jeff Page recommended no action.  

 

There was no action taken. 

 

20. For Possible Action:  Request from Mr. Gary Songer to ask that the road (Mason 

Pass Road) crossing his property be moved (requested by Mr. Songer) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said that Mr. Songer came to the board previously and expressed 

concerns regarding Mason Pass Road crossing through his property.   
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Gary Songer said he met with Jeff Page on March 9, 2016 and asked him to investigate his claim.  

Mr. Songer said there were no easements for the road before or after he purchased the property.  

He believes the county is trying to take part of his property.  The road seems to gets wider each 

time the county grades the road.        

 

Comm. Alt said the road has been there for a number of years and is an RS2477 right-of-way 

road.  He explained that RS2477 right-of-way roads do not need to be registered, they just exist.  

He said that Lyon County probably has hundreds of RS2477 roads that go through people’s 

private land but are public roads. He said RS2477 roads came with an act of congress in 1866.  

He said it would be the county’s decision on the width of RS2477 roads.   

       

 

Jeff Page showed aerial views of the road in existence in 1973.  He said he has talked with a 

number of old timers in the valley and has been told that road has been a main thorough fare 

from Smith Valley to Mason Valley since the early 1900’s.  He said that a survey that Mr. 

Songer had done in the 1990’s showed the road existed.  He discussed prescriptive rights to other 

roads that exist in Lyon County.  He asked the commissioners to allow 90 days to come back 

with a report regarding ownership.   

 

Comm. Hunewill asked if the road was shown on map when Mr. Songer purchased the property.  

He also said the road in question is a prescriptive road.   He also said that after the flood of 1997 

this road was the only way to travel from Smith Valley to Mason Valley after to road washed out 

in Wilson Canyon.  

 

Jeff Page asked the board to direct staff to come back within 90 days with a report to the board as 

to where we are in regard to Mason Pass Road.      

 

Comm. Fierro moved to direct staff and the District Attorney’s Office to research this matter and 

come to a solution within the next 90 days.     Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed 

5 – 0.   

 

Virgil Arellano explained that in 2011 or 2013 Senate Bill 50 at the state legislature reaffirmed 

RS2477 roads.    

 

9:30 A.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – Bill 16-08: For Possible Action: An ordinance adding 

Lyon County Code Title 4, Chapter 14, Section 1, imposing an additional fee on the 

recording of certain documents by the County Recorder with the proceeds used to provide 

legal services for abused and neglected children Lyon County; and other matters property 

relating thereto.  

 

County Manager Jeff Page said the bill was proposed last month.  He recommended moving 

forward with the ordinance as it does provide direct funding for this function of government and 

is not being taken out of the general fund.   

 

Comm. Alt has issues with unfunded mandates.  He feels there should be a separate account for 

all unfunded mandates.   

 

Jeff Page explained that the law requires that the county provide legal services for abused and 

neglected children.  This would provide a direct funding source that cannot be used for any other 

purpose.   

 

The Child Advocate Attorney for Lyon County, Anne Laughlin, oversees the process and speaks 

on behalf of children when children are removed from their parents.   

 

Chief Deputy Recorder Margie Kassebaum said there are five types of documents this fee would 

not apply to; mining documents, UCC’s, fixture filings, marriages and maps.  Approximately 

15,000 documents per year would be subject to the $3.00 fee.   

 

Director of Washoe Legal Services in Reno, James Conway, said this would allow the county to 

extend the funding for the contract with Washoe Legal Services to represent the children in the 

foster care system.    
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The commissioners had questions and expressed concerns.   

 

Director of Lyon County Human Services Edrie LaVoie said there were over 500 children in 

Child Protective Services last year.  This funding could assist these children.  

 

Comm. Hunewill moved to approve Bill 16-08, an ordinance adding Lyon County Code Title 4, 

Chapter 14, Section 1, imposing an additional fee on the recording of certain documents by the 

County Recorder with the proceeds used to provide legal services for abused and neglected 

children Lyon County; and other matters property relating thereto.  Comm. Hastings seconded 

and the motion passed 3 – 2.  Comm. Alt and Comm. Fierro were opposed.   

 

21. For Possible Action: Approve a request from Walker and Associates to file a Bill 

Draft Resolution to amend NRS 377B.160 to allow the existing 1/4 cent sales tax to 

be used, in addition to current uses, for operation and maintenance of public safety 

facilities, health and welfare or general government functions.  The second option is 

more restrictive as it only allows the existing 1/4 cent sales tax to be used for the 

operation and maintenance of public safety facilities as well as current uses. 

(Requested by County Manager Via Walker and Associates) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said there has been discussion about a bill draft to change the public 

administrator law.  There was discussion concerning changing it from an elected position to an 

appointed position with a salary and a budget.  He is asking the commissioners to allow him to 

work with Walker and Associates to pursue a Bill Draft to push this issue through in the next 

legislative session.  It would allow the uses of the existing ¼ cent sales tax to be expanded.   

 

There was continued discussion regarding the Bill Draft.   

 

The commissioners had questions and concerns.   

 

County Manager Jeff Page recommended approving the request.   

 

Comptroller Josh Foli explained how the ¼ cent sales tax works by statue.  He said a service plan 

needs to be in place before the tax can be collected.  He explained these are restricted funds.  

Currently the funds can only be used for infrastructure.  Any change would require a super 

majority vote of the commissioners.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve a request from Walker and Associates to file a Bill Draft 

Resolution to amend NRS 377B.160 to allow the existing 1/4 cent sales tax to be used, in 

addition to current uses, for operation and maintenance of public safety facilities, health and 

welfare or general government functions.  Comm. Alt seconded the motion.   

 

Ken Gray asked if this could be used to offset the fee approved earlier for neglected and abused 

children and rescind the additional recording fee if the BDR is approved.   

 

Jeff Page explained some of the challenges.   

 

Comm. Mortensen called for the vote and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.  

 

RECESS TO CONVENE AS CENTRAL LYON COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL 

DISTRICT BOARD 

 

22. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

23. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial report 

 

The cash balance as of August 17, 2016 was $295,343.14.  There were no claims or payroll. 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented.  Comm. Fierro 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   
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24. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

ADJOURN TO CONVENE AS MASON VALLEY MOSQUITO ABATEMENT 

DISTRICT BOARD 

 

25. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

26. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial report 

 

The cash balance as of August 17, 2016 was $342,780.98.  Claims totaled $151.26 and payroll 

totaled $4103.00.   

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented.  Comm. Fierro 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

27. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

 

ADJOURN TO CONVENE AS WALKER RIVER WEED CONTROL DISTRICT 

BOARD 

 

28. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

29. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial report  

 

The cash balance as of August 17, 2016 was 103,380.85.  Claims totaled $121.53 and payroll 

totaled $1,076.50 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented.  Comm. Fierro 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

30. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

ADJOURN TO CONVENE AS THE WILLOWCREEK GENERAL IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT BOARD 

  

31. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

32. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial report 

 

The cash balance as of August 17, 2016 was $251,550.59.  Claims totaled $999.21; there was no 

payroll.   

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented.  Comm. Fierro 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

33. Public Participation 

 

There was no public participation. 
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ADJOURN TO CONVENE AS THE SILVER SPRINGS GENERAL IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT   BOARD 

 

34. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

35. For Possible Action:  Review and accept claims and financial report 

 

The cash balance as of August 17, 2016 was $695,298.61.  Claims totaled $5,758.14; there was 

no payroll. 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented.  Comm. Fierro 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

36. Public Participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS THE LYON COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

37. Commissioner Comments 

 

Comm. Alt was very pleased with the chip seal that was done on Spruce Street in Silver Springs.   

 

Road Director Dustin Homan said streets in the Silver Springs and Stagecoach areas will be chip 

sealed in the next few weeks by Sierra Nevada Construction.    

 

38. For Possible Action: Approve Minutes (available in the Clerk/Treasurer’s Office)  

 

There were no minutes to approve.  

 

39. Public participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

40. Closed Session, pursuant to NRS 241.015(3)(b)(2), to receive information from the 

District Attorney regarding potential or existing litigation involving a matter over which 

the Board has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power, and to deliberate 

toward a decision on the matter (requested by District Attorney) 

 

41. Adjourn 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

     ____________________________________________ 

     JOE MORTENSEN, Chairman 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

________________________________________ 

NIKKI BRYAN, Lyon County Clerk/Treasurer 


