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The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day in regular session with the 

following present: Chairman Joe Mortensen, Vice-Chairman Bob Hastings, Commissioners Greg 

Hunewill, Don Alt and Ray Fierro (present by phone).  Also present: County Manager Jeff Page, 

District Attorney Steve Rye, Clerk/Treasurer Nikki Bryan and Deputy Clerk Donna MacGill. 

 

1. Public participation 

 

Jim Dunlap presented a letter to be included in the record regarding an ordinance that would help 

neglected children.   

 

City of Fernley Mayor Roy Edgington thanked the commissioners for the additional hours for the 

sheriff’s department that allowed them to reopen the substation in Fernley.  He said he realizes 

how difficult the budget process is.  He and the Fernley City council want to extend their 

appreciation to Lyon County.  They are looking forward to working with the county manager on 

some future issues.   

 

2. For Possible Action: Review and adoption of agenda 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Comm. Hunewill seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

3. Presentation of awards and/or recognition of accomplishments 

 

There were no awards or recognitions. 

 

4. Commissioners/County Manager comments 

 

Comm. Hastings commented on Johnathan Platt, a Dayton youth, who participated in the 

decathlon and finished 6
th

 overall in the nation in the Junior Olympics track and field event.     

 

Comm. Alt said he went to Elko and attended the legislative committee meeting regarding public 

lands.  They discussed possible changes to the document involving grazing districts.     

 

Comm. Hunewill said the Smith Valley Advisory Board met last night for the first time in a 

couple of months.  He also said that Lyon County is sending a baseball team to nationals.   

 

County Manager Jeff Page said Walker River Youth Juniors is the baseball team that was sent to 

Washington for regionals.  He was very pleased with the support that came from the county 

residents to help send the team.  He also commented on workshops that were held in Dayton and 

Yerington for discussion regarding changes in the Community Development Department. He 

discussed Title 15 and discussions with David Snelgrove.  He also mentioned the challenges 

concerning the Silver Springs Airport Master Plan.  He said there are two companies interested 

in coming to Lyon County.  He has been in discussion with NNDA.  He also discussed the future 

of Nevada Copper.    

 

9:15 A.M – Time Specific – For Possible Action: For the Board of County Commissioners 

to decide on a Bill Draft Resolution and authorize the County Manager and staff to 

proceed for the 2017 Nevada Legislature (requested by County Manager) 

 

Jeff Page said it’s the time of year to present bill drafts regarding the Public Administrator. He 

would like authorization to place the position under NRS 245 with an annual salary and a budget.  

He would like the commissioners’ approval to proceed forward.  He said the net proceeds from 

the estate would go back into the general fund.   

 

Comm. Mortensen had comments about the legal ramifications and feels Jeff Page is headed in 

the right direction.   

 

District Attorney Steve Rye said the fees from estates most likely would not cover the salary and 

budget of the public administrator.   

 

The commissioners expressed comments and concerns.   
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There was discussion regarding possibly combining the public administrator duties with another 

elected official position.   

 

County Manager Jeff Page said he would not like this to be mandated legislation but would 

rather have it enabling.  He would like the board to entertain a motion and authorize him to meet 

with Assemblywoman Robin Titus and Senator James Settelmeyer to discuss the issue and come 

back to the board.   

 

Comm. Hunewill moved to authorize County Manager Jeff Page to meet with Assemblywoman 

Robin Titus and Senator James Settelmeyer and discuss their ideas concerning the BDR 

regarding Public Administrators and bring it back to the Board of Commissioners in two weeks.  

Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

9:30 A.M. – Time Specific – For Possible Action:  Presentation by Tax Management 

Associates, Inc. (TMA) regarding services they can provide for auditing business accounts 

(requested by Assessor) 

 

Jeff Page said he met with Assessor Troy Villines and Tax Management Association, Inc. and 

discussed the services TMA provides.  

 

Assessor Troy Villines explained that when he came into office there was discussion concerning 

the audit of business accounts.  He said it would require at least two people in his department to 

handle auditing of businesses.  Currently, the assessor’s office has 1,800 business accounts.  Tax 

Management Associates, Inc. has been invited to present the services they would provide.   

 

Chip Cook, CEO of Tax Management Associates, Inc. has spent 22 years in property taxes. 

TMA has worked in real property, personal property and other taxes for 36 years.  They have 

been working in five Nevada counties, Washoe, Clark, Humboldt, Storey and Nye.  They work 

with businesses on fact finding to determine over and under reporting of property.  He explained 

what areas they look at while preforming an audit.    

 

Larry Brandon, Senior Consultant for Tax Management Associates, Inc. has spent the last 25 

years in property taxes.   

 

There was discussion regarding multi-jurisdictional assets where mobile equipment is moved 

between counties.  

 

Chip Cook explained the service could possibly result in an $800,000 benefit to Lyon County.   

 

County Manager Jeff Page said additional staffing would be necessary for the audit service to be 

handled in-house. 

 

There was no action taken. 

 

5. Elected Official’s report 

 

There were no elected official reports. 

 

6. Appointed Officials comments 

 

Dave Snelgrove, Community Development Director, commented on the meetings held regarding 

changes in the Community Development Department.  He said there was a very good turnout at 

the Dayton meeting.  He explained that Planning and Building are working together to resolve 

some of the concerns.  The items he placed on a bullet list were Title 15, water, streamlining in 

regard to building and planning, general costumer service, capital improvements and 

maintenance, conflicts of interest and other comments that he categorized as environmental.  He 

has been attending many of the town board meetings to explain some of the channels of 

communication regarding community development.    

 

7. Advisory Board reports 

 

There were no advisory board reports. 
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**CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

8. For Possible Action: Approval of changes on Assessor’s tax role due to corrections 

in assessments and review of tax roll changes 

 

Unsecured Property factual corrections totaled $1,201.49 and Secured Property factual 

corrections totaled $15,475.77.   

 

9. For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of business license applications: 

a. Hernandez, Abelina; Gonzalez, Angela; Andy’s Taqueria Food; 2 Penrose 

Ln., Yerington, NV; Mexican Food Restaurant 

b. Gillis, Chris A.; Blue Dot Water LLC; 1300 E. Plumb Ln., #B1, Reno, NV; 

Water Delivery Service 

c. Doyen-Thomas, Chelsea; Doyen-Thomas, Roberta F.; Cedar Hills Properties; 

602 Gray Hawk Ct., Dayton, NV; Handyman Services 

d. Prusch, Erik E.; Smith, Galen; Rench, Donald R.; Chan, Nelson; Denzel, 

Nora M.; Gaherity, James H.; Outerwall Inc.; Coinstar; 1800 114
th

 Ave., SE, 

Bellevue, WA; Automated Self Service Coin Counting Machines 

e. Giurlani, Kevin R.; Dayton Valley Lawn & Landscape Management; 15 Grosh 

Ave., Dayton, NV; Gardening & Landscape Management 

f. Young, William A.; Eagle Valley Engineering; 2044 S. Lompa Ln., Carson 

City, NV; Excavation Contractor 

g. Thomas, Angel M.; World Class Seafood and Meats; 943 Atruim Rd., Fernley, 

NV; Frozen Meat and Seafood Sales and Delivery 

h. Walker, Donald ; Walker Cellular Inc.; 1151 W. Sunset Blvd., Suite B, 

Rocklin, CA; Electrical Contractor for Cell Site Repair 

 

10. For Possible Action: To approve and accept the 2017 United We Stand Grant in the 

amount of $24,326.00 from the State Emergency Response Commission. (Requested 

by the County Manager) 

 

11. For Possible Action: Approve resolution requesting the Nevada Attorney General to 

investigate and prosecute a criminal case where the defendant has claimed an actual 

or perceived conflict of interest (requested by District Attorney) 

 

12. For Possible Action: Approval of Agreement with Jerry Snyder Law, to provide 

legal services in the Walker River Litigation 

 

13. For Possible Action: Review and accept travel claims  

 

Travel claims totaled $8,823.93 and registrations totaled $2,814.00. 

 

14. For Possible Action: Review and accept County claims and financial report  

 

County claims totaled $1,469,746.67 and payroll totaled $911,144.51. 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Comm. Hunewill seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

15. For Possible Action:  Appoint either Brandon Dini or Joan Wilder to the Smith 

Valley Advisory Board, with a term expiring December 31, 2017 (requested by 

Smith Valley Advisory Board) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said the Smith Valley Advisory Board recommended appointing 

Brandon Dini.    

 

Comm. Fierro made a motion to appoint Brandon Dini to the Smith Valley Advisory Board with 

a term expiring December 31, 2017.  Comm. Hunewill seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously 5 - 0. 
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16. For Possible Action: Approve a resolution/proclamation in recognition of August 

2016 as Child Support Awareness Month (requested by District Attorney) 

 

District Attorney Steve Rye said that since August is Child Support Awareness Month, he took 

the opportunity to discuss the child support office.  He said that in 2015 the Lyon County office 

collected $2.9 million in child support and through July of 2016 they have collected $1.9 million 

dollars.  There are approximately 1,200 cases that are handled by this office.  He explained what 

the primary function of the child support office.  He said the program is largely funded by the 

Social Security Grant program that was enacted 41 years ago.  It is a Federal program that pays 

approximately two thirds of the budget.  He commended the responsible parents that pay their 

child support and support their families.  He also acknowledged other county departments and 

programs that help children and families.  Mr. Rye also read the proclamation into the record.      

 

Comm. Hasting moved to approve the proclamation in recognition of August 2016 as Child 

Support Awareness Month.     Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 

5 – 0. 

 

17. Commissioner Comments 

 

There were no commissioner comments. 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said he has been receiving emails in regard to a public guardian case.  

He said the state is providing Medicaid coverage to help reduce the county’s expense.  The 

person will be transferred to a different facility.  He is working with immigration and the 

Canadian Consulate the get the person moved.   

  

18. For Possible Action: Approve Minutes (available in the Clerk/Treasurer’s Office) 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the minutes of July 21, 2016 as presented.  Comm. Hunewill 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

19. Public participation 

 

David Ray, Vice-chair of the Lyon County Library Board of Trustees said there was record 

turnout for attendance at the libraries for children reading as well as adults.  They have begun a 

new program where they read to babies.   

 

Comm. Alt had questions regarding a 3D copier that is available through the library. 

 

Angela DeFord hoped the commissioners are supportive of future proposed ordinance that would 

allow for people to reside on their 5
th

 wheels while they are trying to rebuild after a catastrophic 

event such as a fire.  She said she spent three years in an RV after a fire.  She also said there is a 

need for a code enforcement officer.    

 

20. Adjourn 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

     ____________________________________________ 

     JOE MORTENSEN, Chairman 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

________________________________________ 

NIKKI BRYAN, Lyon County Clerk/Treasurer 
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Members of the Board,

At the last meeting you entertained the idea of adding an ordinance

that would have taxed the citizens of this county to help children. You

have proven Bastiat's observation about "legal plunder" to be correct.

How many of you have dedicated the major part of your life to help

children who have been neglected? Until you have walked the walk, do

not try to force me or anyone else to make that sacrifice. I will fight

against this new ordinance until you and all in favor of this legal plunder

have dedicated some of your hard earned money to each child you

want us to help with the program you would try to force upon the

citizens you represent.

For your information I have already voluntarily spent much of my life

helping some unwanted children so they could have a home with two

parents who cared about them and their needs, emotional and legal.

Being able to buy them their first home that they could call their own

and not have to move again was one of the biggest accomplishments of

my life. And now you want to force me to make it possible for other

child ren. Why not you?

lf you think it is such a worthy cause why would you not want to

donate to it yourself. ls it easier to plunder those who have earned

their money than to voluntarily have compassion to help neglected

children out of your own pocket? I have been there and would do it

again but I am now too old and not well enough to thi!'parent those

children need again. lt is now up to you, as county officials, to either

steal from your constituents for services not needed to govern (legal
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plunder) or make the morally correct choice to show this is a program

worthy of your voluntary donation. Another option would be to

withhold part of every employee's check for this program to show them

that it is a benefit to work for such a benevolent county.

It ls Now Your Choice To Show Your Moral Character.

Which do you choose theft or charity?

Jim Dunlap
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