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The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day in regular session with the 

following present: Chairman Joe Mortensen, Vice-Chairman Bob Hastings, Commissioners Greg 

Hunewill, Don Alt and Ray Fierro.  Also present: County Manager Jeff Page, District Attorney 

Steve Rye, Clerk/Treasurer Nikki Bryan and Deputy Clerk Donna MacGill. 

 

1. Public participation 

 

Jim Dunlap read his comments regarding land use and special use permits.  He presented a copy 

of his comments and asked that they be included into the record. 

  

2. For Possible Action: Review and adoption of agenda 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said that Item #32 was pulled from the agenda because the applicant 

withdrew her application for the position.    

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the agenda as presented with the deletion of Item #32.  Comm. 

Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

3. Presentation of awards and/or recognition of accomplishments 

 

There were no awards or recognitions. 

 

4. Commissioners/County Manager comments 

 

Comm. Fierro said he attended the Mound House Advisory board meeting where they discussed 

concerns about a county road that also goes through BLM land.  He said that Stagecoach 

residents have concerns after the recent fire.  There are other properties that may be considered a 

public nuisance and not being fire safe. 

       

Comm. Alt said he watched the History Channel on the 4
th

 of July and found it remarkable what 

our founding fathers did.    

 

Comm. Mortensen commented on the fuel indexing question that will be on the November 

ballot.  He said Lyon County will benefit from the diesel taxes collected in Fernley from the 

truck stops if the fuel indexing question passes.    

 

County Manager Jeff Page said it is the county’s goal to have existing vendors who rent space at 

our repeater sites to have their own facilities in the next few years.  The county will be bringing 

some agreements forward in the near future for vendors to get on their own sites.  The county’s 

main goal is to insure that our public service radio system is operational 24/7 and that our 

internet service for public safety reasons is operational.  He also commented on the Silver 

Springs airport lease and master plan.  The lease should be presented by the first meeting in 

August.  The Community Development Director hired by Farr West Engineering will be here on 

July 11
th

.  There will be a number of meetings with county staff and members of the 

development community regarding the changes in the Community Development Department.  

He met with the Sheriff, the Human Services Director and West Care regarding West Care taking 

over one of our county buildings to provide behavioral health services.  He talked about a grant 

that was applied for to enhance communications for public safety.  There have been discussions 

with a company to use the rail lines from Fernley to Hawthorne.  He also discussed the Regional 

Medical Surge Plan for the western region.  There is some potential development to go into the 

Silver Springs Airport.  He also mentioned the fire in Stagecoach.  The comptroller’s office is in 

the process of changing over to the new fiscal year in the new accounting system.  They have 

been confronted with a few challenges but are working through the process.   

 

5. Elected Official’s report 

 

Sheriff Al McNeil presented the strategic plan for fiscal years 2015 through 2019.  He discussed 

some major issues we could be facing in regards to the legalization of marijuana in the state.  He 

discussed the impact on law enforcement and public safety.  He said they are in the process of 

working on the strategic plan for criminal justice reform.  He said we were approved for a grant 

for a behavioral health peace officer in the amount of $97,000.  He discussed grant funding for 

school resource officers.  He also discussed online web based reporting.   
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6. Appointed Officials comments 

 

Utilities Director Mike Workman gave some statistical information on growth in the Dayton area 

and the number of connections from 1985 to present.  He discussed future capacity needed and 

also reported on the two recent mainline water breaks.  There was one break in a 6” water main 

on Affonso Drive.  Servpro was able to repair the damage that was done to a storage building as 

a result of that break.  There was a 12” water main that broke close to Sutro Elementary School.  

Crews caught it in time and were able to repair it by working through the night.   

 

There were questions regarding the boil water order and how it ended up on social media. 

 

Mike Workman said there were only four residence affected by the boil water order.  Lyon 

County will be able to do water quality testing in the future.   

 

7. Advisory Board reports 

 

Chairman of the Silver City Advisory Board Erich Obermayr thanked the county employees for 

completing the work on the bandstand in Silver City.  The repairs on Buckeye Street were also 

completed.  The weeds in the cemetery have been taken care of.  He also said that Planner Rob 

Pyzel attended their meeting. 

 

**CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

8. For Possible Action: Approval of changes on Assessor’s tax role due to corrections 

in assessments and review of tax roll changes 

 

There were no Assessor tax roll corrections. 

 

9. For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of business license applications: 

a. Johnson, Brian D.; Able Bail Bonds; 4430 Bennie Ln., Reno, NV; Bail Bonds 

b. Gray, David P.; Carson Tahoe Electric; 2796 Nye Dr., Minden, NV; Electrical 

Contractor 

c. Collins, Danny N.; Carson Valley Construction Co. LLC; 1382 S. Riverview 

Dr., Gardnerville, NV; Residential and Small Commercial Contractor 

d. Thomas, Jason R.; Thomas, Mary M.; Cleaner Carpets; 113 Watercress Ln., 

Dayton, NV; Carpet Cleaning Service 

e. Wakeely, Siossi; Dayton Valley Corner Store; 409 Dayton Valley Rd., Dayton, 

NV; Mini Mart with Fuel and Liquor Sales 

f. D’Andrea, William P.; DeBell Window Systems, Inc.; DeBell Home 

Improvement Center; 2600 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV; Sell and Install 

Windows and Doors. Painting, Tiling and Carpentry Contractor 

g. Sellers, Karly N.; Everyday Hero; 338 Occidental Dr., Dayton, NV; CPR 

Training 

h. Gentner, George; Western Planning Inc.; Gentner Auction Service; 1267 

Bellaire Ln., Fallon, NV; Auctions and Appraisals 

i. Langberg, Barry, Zamir, Ron; Global Power Supply, LLC; 27 Bruce Way, 

Mound House, NV; Sell, Lease, Rent and Service of Uninterruptible Power 

Supply Systems Including Batteries and Accessories 

j. Piver, Darrin A.; Grime ‘N’ Shine RV Detailing; 204 Glenvista Dr., Dayton, 

NV; Detail RV’s and Vehicles 

k. Lyman, Kendall Robert; KL Services; 208 N. Hwy 95A, Yerington, NV; 

Handyman Services 

l. Knowles, Crystal R.; Knowles Cleaning Company; 3714 Atkins St., Silver 

Springs, NV; Residential & Office Cleaning 

m. Carr, Michelle L.; Dittman, Tammy L.; Lahontan Properties; 655 Hwy 50E, 

Suite 2, Dayton, NV; Adding Second Location to Existing Real Estate Office 

n. Oller, Amelie; Online Fizz; 290 River Rd., Dayton, NV; Web Design & 

Online Marketing Consulting 

o. Benco, Gregory E.; Option Delivery; 17 Lakes Blvd., Dayton, NV; Courier 

and Errand Service 
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p. Johnson, Brandy; Patriot Laundromat LLC; 801 Overland Loop Ln. #102, 

Dayton, NV; Coin Operated Laundromat 

q. Garcia-Mercado, Ricardo; Paniagua, Hermelinda; RG Construction; 9 

Sunland Cir., Carson City, NV; Asphalt Paving Contractor 

r. Tapsi, Tarmo; Tarmo Tapsi; 2050 El Rancho Rd., Carson City, NV; Door to 

Door Educational Book Sales 

s. Garcia, Roberto; Garcia, Shirley; The Sourdough Group III; Tooties 

Tamales Y Mas; 2865 E. Fir Ave., Silver Springs, NV; Adding Retail Sales to 

Existing License 

 

10. For Possible Action: Appoint Maralyn Abrott to the Smith Valley Advisory Board, 

with a term expiring December 31, 2016 (requested by applicant) 

 

11. For Possible Action:  Appoint Frank Hunewill to the Smith Valley Advisory Board, 

with a term expiring December 31, 2017 (requested by applicant) 

 

12. For Possible Action:  Appoint Tosca Renner to the Smith Valley Advisory Board, 

with a term expiring December 31, 2017 (requested by applicant) 

 

13. For Possible Action:  Accept State of Nevada, Community Development Block 

Grant award of $50,000 for the Rural Nevada Continuum of Care (requested by 

CDBG rep) 

 

14. For Possible Action:  Accept proposal and approve sub-recipient agreement 

between Lyon County and Social Entrepreneurs, Inc., for the Community 

Development Block Grant Rural Nevada Continuum of Care project 

(CDBG/16/PCB/08) 

 

15. For Possible Action:  Approve the Historical Society of Dayton Valley, to have an 

historic marker placed on the Dayton Depot property (requested by Historical 

Society of Dayton Valley) 

 

16. For Possible Action:  Approve request to submit an application to the Nevada 

Department of Transportation, Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds 

for historic preservation and rehabilitation of the Dayton Depot (requested by 

Historical Society of Dayton Valley) 

 

17. For Possible Action:  Accept a grant from the Carson Water Subconservancy 

District (CWSD) in the amount of $5,375 to help cover maintenance costs for the 

Middle Carson gaging station and authorize the County Manager to sign the 

agreement on behalf of the County (requested by Utilities Director) 

 

18. For Possible Action: Approve an additional $23,600 from the Dayton Water 

Enterprise Fund for the removal of mill scale from the exterior surface of the roof of 

the 2 million gallon Six Mile reservoir. The 2015/16 Utilities CIP program included 

$50,000 for the sand blasting and re-painting of the tank roof (requested by Utilities 

Director) 

 

19. For Possible Action:  Approve contract for entertainment services at the Lyon 

County Fair & Rodeo with Laurie Branham (requested by Comptroller) 

 

20. For Possible Action: Approval of Agreement with Circle P Bulls and Nathan 

Pudsey, Lyon County and The Boys and Girls Club of Mason Valley for the bull 

riding at the Night in the Country (requested by Comptroller) 

 

21. For Possible Action: Strike taxes and penalties on parcels 22-171-09 and 22-153-11 

and to approve acquisition by the City of Fernley (requested by Clerk & Treasurer) 

 

22. For Possible Action - Approve corrections to the LCEA Agreement Appendix A: 

Employer Pay Salary Schedule (requested by Human Resources Director) 

 

23. For Possible Action - Approve the revised Management Pay Plan effective July 1, 
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2016 to reflect budgeted salary increases (requested by Human Resources Director) 

 

24. For Possible Action: Acceptance of the Notice of Grant Award (NG) from Nevada 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for the Family Resource Center 

(FRC) grant in the amount of $41,240.00 (requested by Human Services Director) 

 

25. For Possible Action: Acceptance of the FY17 Notice of Grant Award (NG) from 

Nevada Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for the Differential 

Response program grant in the amount of $249,230.00 (requested by Human 

Services Director) 

 

26. For Possible Action: Acceptance of Notice of Grant Award (NG) from Aging and 

Disability Services Division (ADSD) for Grant #11-001-15-EL-17, Aging and 

Disability Resource Center (ADRC) in the amount of $60,000.00 (requested by 

Human Services Director) 

 

27. For Possible Action: Acceptance of Notice of Grant Award (NG) from Aging and 

Disability Services Division (ADSD) for Grant #11-001-06-BX-17, Case 

Management services in the amount of $37,000.00 (requested by Human Services 

Director) 

 

28. For Possible Action: Acceptance of Notice of Grant Award (NG) from Aging and 

Disability Services Division (ADSD) for Grant #11-001-02-BC-17, Homemaker 

Services in the amount of $45,000.00 (requested by Human Services Director) 

 

29. For Possible Action: Acceptance of Notice of Grant Award (NG) from Aging and 

Disability Services Division (ADSD) for Grant #11-001-10-LX-17, Independent 

Living Transportation Services in the amount of $75,453.00 (requested by Human 

Services Director) 

 

30. For Possible Action: Approve Agreement for Public Defender Services effective July 

1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 with Kenneth V. Ward, Wayne Pederson and Brad 

Johnson. 

 

County Manager Jeff Page explained there was an increase in the FY 2016/2017 public defender 

contract.  The public defenders have not been increased for a number of years.  Jeff Page 

recommended approval of the contract.     

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the Agreement for Public Defender Services effective July 1, 

2016 through June 30, 2017 with Kenneth V. Ward, Wayne Pederson and Brad Johnson.  Comm. 

Alt seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

31. For Possible Action: Accept sub-grant through the Violence Against Women Act 

passed through the Attorney General STOP (Services-Training-Officers-

Prosecution) and SASP (Sexual Assault Service Providers) annual formula grant 

funding (requested by District Attorney) 

 

32. For Possible Action:  Appoint Dyan Bragg as Lyon County Public Administrator, 

effective July 7, 2016, with a term ending December 31, 2018 (requested by County 

Manager) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said this item was pulled from the agenda since she withdrew her 

application. 

 

33. For Possible Action: Review and accept travel claims  

 

Travel claims totaled $9,343.02 and registrations totaled $1,914.99. 

 

34. For Possible Action: Review and accept County claims and financial report  

 

County claims totaled $992,592.97 and payroll totaled $1,949,147.94. 
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County Manager Jeff Page requested Item #30 be pulled and discussed separately. 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the consent agenda with Item #30 being pulled and acted on 

separately.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

RECESS TO CONVENE AS THE LIQUOR BOARD FOR LYON COUNTY 

    

35. Public participation  

 

There was no public participation. 

 

36. For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of liquor license application: 

a. Wakeely, Siossi F.; Dayton Valley Corner Store; 409 Dayton Valley Rd., 

Dayton, NV; Retail (Packaged Goods) Liquor 

b. Fritz, Kurt; Pronghorn Spirits LLC; 31 Carry Way Unit H, Mound House, 

NV; Craft Distillery License, Saloon/On-Off Sales/Packaged Goods 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the liquor license for the Dayton Valley Corner Store as 

presented.  Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 6 – 0. 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the liquor license for Pronghorn Spirits LLC as presented.  

Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 6 – 0.  

 

37. Public participation  

 

There was no public participation.   

  

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS THE LYON COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

9:30 A.M. – Public Hearing – Bill 16-07 – For Possible Action:  Approve an ordinance 

amending Lyon County Code by adding a Chapter requiring the registration and 

regulation of burglary and robbery alarm systems in Lyon County; and other matters 

property relating thereto 

 

Sheriff Al McNeil requested a continuance of Bill 16-07.  He is not prepared to have the 

ordinance acted on today.  He was also asking what direction the board wants the sheriff’s 

department to go.  He also said that the number of false alarms is a problem and an ordinance is 

needed.  He said his department will always respond to hold up and panic alarms.    He said that 

having an ordinance would reduce the costs incurred by responding to false alarms.  He 

explained Option 1 and Option 2. 

 

Option 1:  

 Voluntary registration for both monitored and non-monitored systems  

 Allows registrants to take an on-line alarm class to waive fees for 1
st
 false alarm 

 Allows for greater cost recovery without having to evoke suspension because we 

   have accurate name and address billing information 

 Can keep fee schedule lower because of funding through above 

 

Option 2: 

 No registration offered 

 No on-line alarm class to waive fees for 1
st
 false alarm 

 Greater suspension rates because of inadequate billing information 

 Fee schedule has to be higher to manage program 

 

Comm. Fierro felt Option 2 would be the best option to go with.  The focus should be on the 

20% that are the problem.  He also expressed concerns about the City of Yerington and the City 

of Fernley. 

 

Sheriff McNeil said that Yerington has an ordinance.  Fernley is waiting to see what the county 
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enacts. 

There was discussion regarding the possibility of waiving fees for the first false alarm.   

 

Comm. Hastings concurs with Comm. Fierro on Option 2.  He said the abusers should pay for 

false alarms.   

 

Sheriff McNeil explained how the third party contracted vendor would work.  He said there 

would be no cost to the county.  

 

Sheriff McNeil said if Option 2 is the direction the commissioners wish to take, he will work 

with the District Attorney to draft the language and bring it back in 30 days.  

 

Jeff Page said the commissioners should allow 30 to 60 days to allow for proper posting of the 

hearing.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to continue Bill No. 16-07 for a period up to 60 days as requested by the 

sheriff.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

10:00 A.M. – Time Certain – For Possible Action:  Silver City Advisory Board will present 

a survey discussing issues related to Silver City residents (requested by Silver City 

Advisory Board) 

 

Chairman of the Silver City Advisory Board Erich Obermayr presented the results from the town 

survey.  The survey was looking for basic information regarding land use issues.  They 

distributed the surveys door to door to the residents.  Over 40% of the adult residents responded 

to the survey and approximately 14% of the non-resident property owners responded.  45% of 

the households submitted responses.  He feels the survey reflects the desires of Silver City 

residents.     

 

A copy of the survey has been made a part of the record.    

 

The commissioners had questions and comments.   

 

Jim Dunlap commented on Silver City’s complaints regarding mining and mining rights.  He 

said the mining rights go back to the 1800’s.     

 

Scott Jolcover spoke on his own behalf.  He said he is a non-resident property owner and he did 

not receive the survey.  He said he has concerns in regards to posting a survey on the county 

website that has not been validated. 

 

Paula Comley of Gold Canyon had questions regarding the applications for a special use permits 

in RR-3 and RR-5 areas.   

 

District Attorney Steve Rye said the survey will be made a part of the record.   

 

Scott Jolcover said it was his understanding that it is against the open meeting law for advisory 

boards to do a survey. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PLANNING ITEMS 

 

38. SOUTH COMSTOCK TAILINGS DISPOSAL / ART WILSON COMPANY – 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT (for possible action) – Request for a special use permit to 

operate a small (less than 150 tons per day) gold processing / milling facility, 

including excavation (aggregate quarry and associated crushing), a cement batch 

plant, and mobile home for watchman’s quarters, all within the Comstock Historic 

District and the RR-5 (Rural Residential-20 acre minimum) Zoning District; all 

located off of Gold Canyon Rd., Dayton (APNs 16-151-53 & 16-151-54) PLZ-16-

0005 

  

 Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the recommended findings, and 

by a unanimous vote of those members present, the Planning Commission 

recommended approval of the request for a Special Use Permit for South Comstock 
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Tailings Disposal / Art Wilson Company, subject to the 22 conditions recommended 

by staff. 

 

Planner Rob Pyzel showed a Power Point presentation.  He explained the zoning code and how 

the special use permit could be subject to conditions or other recommendations from staff.  He 

said the applicant would like to have a small milling operation.  The milling process will be 

enclosed within the building.  Mr. Wilson will be compliant with building and fire code 

requirements with regard to containment.  The milling process will operate 24/7.  The hours of 

operation for the aggregate will be from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.  He said the 

special use permit request is for 80 acres.       

 

There were questions regarding truck traffic and the hours of operation.   

 

Art Wilson’s engineer Nathan Robinson introduced others members of his company in 

attendance.  He said they have gone beyond the conditions of the special use permit. He 

explained that the 2,000 ft. distance would mitigate noise concerns.  He explained that Mr. 

Wilson owns water rights in the area and ground water will not be impacted.  He said the design 

of the buildings will go along with the Comstock Historic District.    

 

Art Wilson said they will be a good neighbor.  They have been mining gypsum in the area for 60 

years.  He explained the 24/7 operation for milling is very important.  There will be no open pit 

mining.  He said most of the operation will not be in sight of surrounding residents.  There will 

be six to eight truckloads per day.  He said his company will produce jobs in the area.   

 

Comm. Alt moved to approve the Special Use Permit for SOUTH COMSTOCK TAILINGS 

DISPOSAL / ART WILSON COMPANY based on the Planning Commission recommended 

findings a. through g. and subject to the 22 conditions as follows: 

1. The special use permit application information, specifically including but not limited to 

the Project Description and facilities plan dated April 25, 2016 and all other supporting 

documentation contained in the application and supplemental materials shall be 

incorporated as a part of the Special Use Permit.  All activities associated with the Special 

Use Permit shall conform to the activities described therein. 

2. The applicant shall continue to provide information to and coordinate with Lyon County 

and the Central Lyon County Fire Protection District on a regular basis (i.e., as necessary, 

but at a minimum annually) to: facilitate the provision of services; identify potential 

community impact changes; monitor operational activities, impacts and regulatory 

compliance; and provide adequate lead time for any changes to the proposed operations 

that would increase impacts and service needs. 

3. The applicant shall submit an annual status report, at least 45 days prior to the anniversary 

date of the Board of Commissioner’s approval, detailing the operations and activities of 

the past year and those proposed for the next year; compliance with the special use permit 

conditions of approval; status and compliance with local, state and federal permitting 

requirements; status of all bonds and financial security for permits, reclamation, etc.; 

proposed workforce changes; and any other information deemed to be pertinent to the 

special use permit by the applicant.  

4. No change in the use, terms and conditions of this Special Use Permit, as approved, shall 

be undertaken without first submitting the changes to Lyon County Community 

Development Department and, if deemed necessary, having them modified through an 

amendment to this Special Use Permit with the associated public hearing process. 

5. The applicant shall submit a traffic analysis, including any necessary mitigation measures 

for the Highway 50/Gold Canyon Road intersection and any affected County Roads, to be 

reviewed and approved by the County Engineer, Community Development Director and 

Nevada Department of Transportation (“NDOT”).  The applicant shall construct any road 

and/or access improvements required to the satisfaction of the County Engineer, 

Community Development Director and/or NDOT prior to the issuance of a special use 

permit and commencement of operations on the subject site. 

6. The applicant shall be required to review and update the traffic analysis on an annual 

basis, and provide a status report and any plan revision to Lyon County for annual review 

and approval.  Significant changes in traffic volume or character shall require the 
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implementation of mitigation measures deemed appropriate by the County Engineer and 

the Community Development Director.  

7. The applicant shall undertake improvements and mitigation activities to reduce the impact 

of increased traffic attributable to the proposed project between the northern boundary of 

the project parcel to the intersection of Gold Canyon Road and Highway 50 to comply 

with applicable County road standards to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of the 

County Road Division.  

8. Prior to the issuance of the special use permit or building permits or initiation of proposed 

construction and operations activities, the applicant shall enter into a road maintenance 

and mitigation agreement with Lyon County for maintenance of Gold Canyon Road 

between the northern boundary of the project parcel to the intersection of Gold Canyon 

Road and Highway 50 to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of the County Road 

Division.  

9. To improve the Central Lyon County Fire Protection District’s capabilities to respond to 

incidents at the project site, the applicant shall provide for the training and equipment 

necessary and directly related to the proposed mining and processing activities.  Such 

training and equipment shall be limited to: technical rescue involving industrial 

equipment and large trucks and hazardous materials response for incidents involving 

explosives (not to include EOD activities or equipment).  The specific training and 

equipment requirements shall be determined through a review of more detailed 

information and plans submitted by the applicant, development of the project’s 

emergency operations plan and joint discussions involving the applicant, the Central Lyon 

County Fire Protection District, the Lyon County Office of Emergency Management and 

the Lyon County Community Development Department.  If the applicant and the Central 

Lyon County Fire Protection District cannot reach an agreement regarding the applicant’s 

responsibility and financial obligation, the matter shall be submitted to the Board of 

Commissioners for clarification and resolution. 

10. Prior to the commencement of mining and processing operations, the applicant shall 

prepare a Safety and Emergency Plan for the project site and activities.  The plan will be 

developed with participation of and review by the Central Lyon County Fire Protection 

District, Lyon County Sheriff’s Department, Lyon County Office of Emergency 

Management, Lyon County Local Emergency Planning Committee, and Lyon County 

Community Development Department. 

11. The applicant shall comply with all State of Nevada, Lyon County, federal and special 

district rules and regulations as they apply to this special use permit. 

12. The applicant shall procure and/or maintain a Lyon County business license. 

13. The applicant will be required to obtain a building permit through the Lyon County 

Building Department prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the watchman’s 

structure which shall be a stick-built building in compliance with the Comstock Historic 

District standards. 

14. No signage other than public safety and traffic signage are allowed as part of this Special 

Use Permit.  The applicant shall ensure that the appropriate public safety and traffic signs 

and barriers are installed at appropriate locations to provide for the public’s safety and site 

security.  

15. All site and building lighting shall comply with the regulations in Lyon County Code 

Section 10.20.  

16. The applicant shall comply with all applicable fire and building code requirements, 

including, but not limited to, requirements for provision of sufficient emergency vehicle 

access, adequate fire flows, and proper storage of fuels, flammable substances and 

explosives to the satisfaction of the Central Lyon County Fire Protection District and 

Lyon County Building Department. 

17. The applicant shall acquire all federal, State of Nevada, Lyon County and special purpose 

district permits (e.g., Comstock Historic Commission) and obtain all necessary public 

inspections. 

18. The Community Development Department may require the applicant to make 

improvements to mitigate traffic, noise or other adverse impacts identified after the 

issuance of the Special Use Permit.  The applicant shall obtain Community Development 
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Department approval of any such improvements prior to the issuance of any building 

permits, if necessary, and/or construction. 

19. All of the requirements placed on the special use permit by the County Building Official, 

Central Lyon County Fire Protection District, Community Development Director, and 

other agencies with jurisdiction shall be met prior to the applicant commencing the 

construction and/or operations phase of this project as appropriate. 

20. The substantial failure to comply with any conditions imposed on the issuance of a 

special use permit or the operation of a special use in a manner that endangers the health, 

safety or welfare of Lyon County or its residents or the violation of ordinances, 

regulations or laws in the special use or the non-use of the permit for a year may result in 

the institution of revocation proceedings. 

21. The special use permit is subject to annual review by Lyon County. The applicant shall 

submit documentation of compliance with the federal and State permits as a part of the 

annual review. 

22. The hours of operation are as follows: the aggregate operations including the materials 

crusher and concrete batch plant shall be 7 AM until 5 PM, Monday through Friday; the 

milling operation located inside the main structure shall be 24 hours per day and 7 days 

per week; and delivery truck traffic shall be allowed from 7 AM until 5 PM, Monday 

through Friday with additional traffic allowed as necessary.  

Comm. Fierro seconded the motion.    

 

Paula Comley was opposed to the special use permit.  She presented a copy of her comments for 

the record.    

 

Mark Comley was opposed. 

  

Julie Kidd was opposed.  She presented a copy of her comments for the record.  

 

Jim Dunlap commented on ground water contamination and water well drilling.   

 

Dean Cichowicz expressed concerns regarding water contamination. 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said that any non-compliance issues would come back to the board.   

 

Erich Obermayr commented on protecting archeological sites.   

 

Director of Business Development for Comstock Mining, Land Manager Scott Jolcover said his 

company owns property on three sides of this property.  He does not see any problem with regard 

to noise from this operation and said he is in support of the project. 

 

Director of Environmental for Comstock Mining Larry Gorell expressed concern about working 

with NDEP.  NDEP has to follow state and federal regulations.  

 

After public comment, the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 

 

39. SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY dba NV ENERGY – SPECIAL USE 

PERMIT (for possible action) – Request for a Special Use Permit for an above 

ground utility transmission project (a new 120kV electrical energy transmission line 

not located within a Master Plan-designated transmission corridor), from the point 

of convergence of the 636/601/638 transmission lines to the new, proposed Mason 

Substation; located westerly of Weed Heights area, Yerington (APNs 12-111-28, 14-

451-06 & 14-401-13) PLZ-16-0012 

 

 Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the recommended findings, and 

by a unanimous vote of those members present, the Planning Commission 

recommended approval of the request for a Special Use Permit for Sierra Pacific 

Power Company dba NV Energy, subject to the 9 conditions recommended by staff. 

 

Comm. Fierro requested to hear #39, #40, and #41 together and vote on each item separately.   
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Comm. Hunewill recused himself from Items #39, #40 and #41 due to conflict of interest.  He 

stated that Hunewill Construction, of which he is an owner, has contracts with NV Energy and 

state law requires that Comm. Hunewill discloses this information.   

 

Planner Rob Pyzel gave an overview of the existing facilities as explained in the reports 

presented with the agenda.  He explained that currently the power is distributed from the 

Anaconda and Bridge Street substations to the surrounding communities.  They are seeking 

approval of a new 120 kV transmission to connect the new Mason Valley substation to the three 

existing transmission lines.  They will be upgrading the entire system.  The Anaconda and 

Bridge Street substations will be decommissioned after the upgrades are completed.   Staff has 

found that it will meet the requirements of the special use permit and is in compliance with 

zoning and master planning.  He explained the need for the additional height in the transmission 

line poles.  Staff is recommending approval of all three special use permits. 

 

Mark Sullivan, land use consultant for NV Energy, explained the route of the proposed power 

lines.  He said that power can be increased with little modification.  If everything is approved, 

they intend on starting the project in May 2017 and completing the project in October 2017.  He 

explained some of the challenges with the older existing facilities.  He said residential, farming 

and mining customers have all made request to improve the system.  He said the entire project 

has been federalized since some of the poles will be placed on BLM land.  He said the project 

will fix the voltage issues they have been having.  There will be a total of 335 poles for the 

overall project.  He also said this is a $20 million project.   

 

Comm. Alt said he has received calls regarding this project and there have definitely been more 

people in favor than people oppose to the project.    

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY dba NV ENERGY 

request for a SPECIAL USE PERMIT – for a new 120kV electrical energy transmission corridor 

with findings a. through h. and the nine conditions as follows: 

 

1. The applicant shall comply with all State, County, federal and special district rules and 

regulations as they apply to this special use permit. 

2. The applicant shall comply with all applicable fire, building, zoning and improvement 

code requirements. 

3. The applicant shall submittal of documentation of approval by the BLM for NV Energy’s 

APOD for the Mason and Smith Valleys Transmission Project prior to issuance of a 

grading/building permit for the transmission corridor.  

4. The applicant shall acquire all State, County and special purpose district permits and 

obtain all necessary public inspections.  This includes, but is not limited to, an air quality 

permit from the Nevada Division of Environment Protection if required. 

5. The applicant shall provide an operational plan that sets forth how the facility will be 

maintained to mitigate any nuisances to surrounding properties including but not limited 

to dust. The plan must be submitted to the Community Development Department and 

approved by the Community Development Director before any final inspection is 

performed by Lyon County. 

6. Commencement of the use is contingent upon satisfactory completion of all required 

access, improvements to County and International Fire Code standards, as required by the 

Lyon County Community Development Department and Smith Valley Fire Protection 

District. 

7. The applicant shall comply with Lyon County’s 1996 drainage guidelines, as revised. 

8. No change in the terms and conditions of the special use permit, as approved shall be 

undertaken without first submitting the changes to Lyon County and having them 

modified through a public hearing process. 

9. The substantial failure to comply with any conditions imposed on the issuance of a 

special use permit or the operation of a special use in a manner that endangers the health, 

safety or welfare of Lyon County or its residents or the violation of ordinances, 

regulations or laws in the special use or the nonuse of the permit for a year may result in 

the institution of revocation proceedings. 

Comm. Mortensen seconded the motion  
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Maralyn Abrott said people are using more power and more power is needed.  She said she spoke 

with many people who are in support of the project. 

 

Jim Kinninger of Smith Valley supports all three portions of this project.  He said NV Energy 

has stepped up to the plate. 

 

Jerry Nansel of Smith Valley said he is in favor of the project but opposed to location.   

 

Julie Cosner wants her comments included in the record.  She was in support of all three 

projects.     

 

Savannah Hartman read her comments into the record.  She asked the commissioners to deny the 

special use permit. 

 

Ben Jacobsen is opposed due to the easements required.     

 

James O’Banion of Wellington said 60kV is all the power that is needed not 120kV.  He is 

wondering who will pay for the 120 kV line. 

 

Greg Garmong said there is no finding there will be improvement to power in the valley.  He is 

opposed to the Smith Valley project.   

 

Manual Mello wanted to know where the power will terminate; 60 kV is all that is need if the 

line terminates in Smith Valley.  He is in favor of the project. 

 

Deborah Hayes is opposed to the project and feels this board has failed to protect the Smith 

Valley citizens.  She feels the commissioners should deny the project. 

 

Judith Harker had questions regarding the kV lines being added.   

 

Dave Cosner said new transmission lines will greatly improve power in the Smith Valley area.  

He is in favor of the project. 

 

Mike Massin is a retired engineer who lives in Wellington.  He strongly supports the project. 

 

Tim Delaney said he is in favor of the project. 

 

Robert Urrea of Smith Valley had questions. 

 

Mark Sullivan of NV Energy answered questions on easements.  Structures are the main 

concerns with easements and they would be 20 feet away from any structure.  They do not have 

any distribution customers in California.  He said the total value of this project is $38 million 

dollars.   

 

After public comment, the motion passed 4 – 0.  Comm. Hunewill abstained. 

 

40. SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY dba NV ENERGY – SPECIAL USE 

PERMIT (for possible action) – Request for a Special Use Permit for an above 

ground utility transmission project (a new 120kV electrical energy transmission line 

not located within a Master Plan-designated transmission corridor), to allow an 

upgrade of the two existing 25 kV distribution lines to a 120 kV electrical energy 

transmission line, from the new Mason Substation originating southwesterly from 

Weed Heights Rd., Yerington (APN 12-111-28) and terminating at the Smith Valley 

Substation, 280 Lower Colony Rd, Wellington (APN 10-301-25) PLZ-16-0013 

 

 Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the recommended findings, and 

by a unanimous vote of those members present, the Planning Commission 

recommended approval of the request for a Special Use Permit for Sierra Pacific 

Power Company dba NV Energy, subject to the 9 conditions recommended by staff. 

 

Comm. Fierro commented on Deborah Hayes’ concerns regarding the easements.   
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Deborah Hayes said her property is directly east of the substation.   

 

Mark Sullivan of NV Energy said the company will work with the citizens to accommodate their 

concerns. 

 

Planner Rob Pyzel said it is staff’s recommendation to not add a 10
th

 condition.  In this instance 

it is a discussion between private property owners along this corridor and NV Energy.  Hopefully 

they can come to a resolution.  If they don’t there is a court process they go through called 

eminent domain.  He did draft a proposed 10
th

 condition stating the applicant shall provide 

documentation of the transmission line easement that states the uses and structures permitted to 

be located within said easement per the National Electrical Safety Code and the ESC to the 

satisfaction of the Community Development Department and the District Attorney’s office.    

 

Steve Rye feels this is a problem between NV Energy and the property owners.  The county 

could potentially create a problem by getting involved picking one side over the other.  It could 

interfere with the process that is already in place that is separately governed.  That is why he is 

reluctant to recommend any different language.   

 

Comm. Fierro had concerns regarding utility easements.   

 

Planner Rob Pyzel said NV Power has eminent domain rights in regard to power. 

 

Mark Sullivan explained the process of obtaining easements.  He wanted to clarify a comment 

that was made earlier.  He said that NV Energy does not have any retail distribution customers in 

California.  NV Energy does supply transmission to Liberty Energy and also supplies distribution 

to Liberty Energy and Liberty Energy does have customers in California.    

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the request for a Special Use Permit for an above ground 

utility transmission project to allow an upgrade of the two existing 25 kV distribution lines to a 

120 kV electrical energy transmission line, from the new Mason Substation originating 

southwesterly from Weed Heights Rd., Yerington (APN 12-111-28) and terminating at the Smith 

Valley Substation, 280 Lower Colony Rd, Wellington (APN 10-301-25) PLZ-16-0013 with 

findings a. through h. and conditions 1 through 9 as follows:  

1. The applicant shall comply with all State, County, federal and special district rules and 

regulations as they apply to this special use permit. 

2. The applicant shall comply with all applicable fire, building, zoning and improvement 

code requirements. 

3. The applicant shall submittal of documentation of approval by the BLM for NV Energy’s 

APOD for the Mason and Smith Valleys Transmission Project prior to issuance of a 

grading/building permit for the transmission corridor.  

4. The applicant shall acquire all State, County and special purpose district permits and 

obtain all necessary public inspections.  This includes, but is not limited to, an air quality 

permit from the Nevada Division of Environment Protection if required. 

5. The applicant shall provide an operational plan that sets forth how the facility will be 

maintained to mitigate any nuisances to surrounding properties including but not limited 

to dust. The plan must be submitted to the Community Development Department and 

approved by the Community Development Director before any final inspection is 

performed by Lyon County. 

6. Commencement of the use is contingent upon satisfactory completion of all required 

access, improvements to County and International Fire Code standards, as required by the 

Lyon County Community Development Department and Mason Valley Fire Protection 

District. 

7. The applicant shall comply with Lyon County’s 1996 drainage guidelines, as revised. 

8. No change in the terms and conditions of the special use permit, as approved shall be 

undertaken without first submitting the changes to Lyon County and having them 

modified through a public hearing process. 
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9. The substantial failure to comply with any conditions imposed on the issuance of a 

special use permit or the operation of a special use in a manner that endangers the health, 

safety or welfare of Lyon County or its residents or the violation of ordinances, 

regulations or laws in the special use or the nonuse of the permit for a year may result in 

the institution of revocation proceedings. 

Comm. Mortensen seconded the motion. 

Deborah Hayes said this forces people into a position of having to go to court over this.  She is 

opposed to the project.  

 

Comm. Mortensen stated that he received six or seven emails in favor of the special use permits 

and these projects.  The only email he received in opposition was from Deborah Hayes.     

 

Savannah Hartman said she is against the project.   

 

Maralyn Abrott spoke in favor of the projects.  The existing substation has been there for over 50 

years.   

 

After public comment, the motion passed 4 - 0.  Comm. Hunewill abstained. 

 

41. SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY dba NV ENERGY – SPECIAL USE 

PERMIT (for possible action) – Request for a Special Use Permit for a utility 

project (a new 120kV electrical energy substation) to replace two existing electrical 

energy substations; relocation of an existing telecommunications antenna to the new 

substation site for remote telemetry for the substation; an increase in the maximum 

height of a telecommunications antenna from a maximum of 45 feet to 93 feet; and a 

waiver to the standard telecommunications facilities screening and landscaping 

requirements; located south of the Anaconda mine, southwesterly from Weed 

Heights Rd, Yerington (APN 12-111-28) PLZ-16-0014 

 

 Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the recommended findings, and 

by a unanimous vote of those members present, the Planning Commission 

recommended approval of the request for a Special Use Permit for Sierra Pacific 

Power Company dba NV Energy, subject to the 15 conditions recommended by 

staff. 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the electrical substation expansion for a Special Use Permit to 

construct a new 120 kV electrical energy substation to replace two existing electrical substations 

with findings a. through e. and conditions of approval 1 through 15 as follows: 

1. The applicant shall comply with all State, County, federal and special district rules and 

regulations as they apply to this special use permit. 

2. The applicant shall comply with all applicable fire, building, zoning and improvement 

code requirements. 

3. The applicant shall submittal of documentation of approval by the BLM for NV Energy’s 

APOD for the Mason and Smith Valleys Transmission Project prior to issuance of a 

grading/building permit for the substation.  

4. The applicant shall acquire all State, County and special purpose district permits and 

obtain all necessary public inspections.  This includes, but is not limited to, an air quality 

permit from the Nevada Division of Environment Protection. 

5. The applicant shall maintain a Lyon County business license while occupying the 

premises. 

6. The applicant shall provide an operational plan that sets forth how the facility will be 

maintained to mitigate any nuisances to surrounding properties including but not limited 

to dust, weeds and rodents. The plan must be submitted to the Community Development 

Department and approved by the Community Development Director before any final 

inspection is performed by Lyon County. 

7. Prior to commencement of the use, the applicant shall provide to the Lyon County 

Planning Department evidence of the issuance of an access/right-of-way easement and 

satisfactory completion of all improvements required by the Bureau of Land Management 
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for the new substation, or documentation that no new access/right-of-way easement 

and/or improvement are required. 

8. Commencement of the use is contingent upon satisfactory completion of all required 

access, driveway and parking improvements to County and International Fire Code 

standards, as required by the Lyon County Community Development Department and 

Mason Valley Fire Protection District. 

9. The telecommunication antenna and attached equipment shall have and maintain a non-

reflective surface, be of a neutral color that blends with the surrounding background to 

the satisfaction of the Lyon County Community Development Department. 

10. Noise-generating equipment associated with the telecommunications antenna shall be 

sound-buffered by means of baffling, barriers, or other suitable means that reduce the 

sound level measured at the property line to 75 dBA during the daytime hours and 60 

dBA during the nighttime hours.  

11. If outdoor lighting is provided within the substation site, it shall comply with the outdoor 

lighting requirements of Chapter 10.20 of the Lyon County Code. No lighting shall be 

permitted on the telecommunication antenna except as required by the Federal Aviation 

Administration (“FAA”).  

12. The applicant shall comply with Lyon County’s 1996 drainage guidelines, as revised. 

 

13. All of the requirements placed on the special use permit by the County Building Official, 

Mason Valley Fire Protection District, Community Development Director, and other 

agencies with jurisdiction shall be met prior to the applicant commencing use of the site. 

14. No change in the terms and conditions of the special use permit, as approved shall be 

undertaken without first submitting the changes to Lyon County and having them 

modified through a public hearing process. 

15. The substantial failure to comply with any conditions imposed on the issuance of a 

special use permit or the operation of a special use in a manner that endangers the health, 

safety or welfare of Lyon County or its residents or the violation of ordinances, 

regulations or laws in the special use or the nonuse of the permit for a year may result in 

the institution of revocation proceedings. 

Comm. Hastings seconded the motion.  

 

Deborah Hayes commented on NV Energy selling power to California.    

 

After public comment, the motion passed 4 – 0.  Comm. Hunewill abstained.   

 

**END OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS ** 

 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

42. For Possible Action: Presentation of the Lyon County Bicycle Plan by Bill Story 

(Nevada Department of Transportation) and request for approval (requested by 

NDOT) 

 

Bill Story, Chief of Mobile Planning of the Nevada Department of Transportation, presented the 

Rural Bicycle Plan for Lyon County.  He said they are mandated under federal law and state 

statute to develop a statewide bicycle plan that is reviewed annually.  Dayton and Dayton Valley 

are included with the Carson Metropolitan Area plan.  He showed a power point presentation.  

He explained that Highway 50 will most likely become a national bike route.  He discussed some 

of the challenges with bicycling.  He said that Lyon County has zero fatalities with bicycling 

since 2010.       

 

The commissioners had questions and concerns.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the Lyon County Bicycle Plan as presented by the Nevada 

Department of Transportation.     Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 

5 – 0.   
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43. For Possible Action: To authorize the additional expenditure of $2071.75 as match 

for a grant to complete the Silver Springs Airport Pavement Rehabilitation 

Program (requested by County Manager 

 

County Manager Jeff Page explained that the bids came in higher than expected.  He 

recommended approval of the $2,071.75 as the county match.   

 

Comm. Fierro noted that the FAA is paying 93.75% of the overall project.      

  

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the additional expenditure of $2,071.75 as match for a grant to 

complete the Silver Springs Airport Pavement Rehabilitation Program.  Comm. Alt seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

44. For Possible Action:   Approve eliminating the lieutenant position to be replaced 

with a sworn command staff position to manage the detention facility’s day to day 

operations in accordance with the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office Strategic Plan 

(requested by Sheriff) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page explained that he and the sheriff discussed taking the lieutenant 

position from a salaried position to an hourly position once his lieutenant retired.  Jeff Page 

recommended approval of the reorganization.   

 

Sheriff Al McNeil said in 2013 they spent $102,000 and $104,000 in 2014 on the lieutenant 

position.  In 2014 they spent $104,000.  Last year it was somewhat under control partially 

because the person was injured and retired at the end of the last fiscal year.  He feels this should 

be approved.  There will still be lieutenant positions out in the field.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve eliminating the lieutenant position to be replaced with a sworn 

command staff position to manage the detention facility’s day to day operations in accordance 

with the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office Strategic Plan.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

RECESS TO CONVENE AS THE MASON VALLEY MOSQUITO ABATEMENT 

DISTRICT BOARD 

 

45. Public participation 

 

There was no public participation.   

 

46. For Possible Action - Approve Mason Valley Mosquito Abatement District Manager 

Pay Scale (requested by Human Resources Director) 

 

County Manager Jeff Page recommended approval of the 2 ½% increase. 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the Mason Valley Mosquito Abatement District Manager Pay 

Scale as presented.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed 5 – 0. 

 

47. Public participation 

 

There was no public participation.  

 

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS THE LYON COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

48. Commissioner Comments 

 

Comm. Alt said you should not allow residential in agriculture or industrial areas.     

 

49. For Possible Action: Approve Minutes (available in the Clerk/Treasurer’s Office) 

 

Comm. Hastings moved to approve the minutes of June 16, 2016.  Comm. Fierro seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0. 
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50. Public participation 

 

Julie Cosner said the first meeting for the Smith Valley Advisory Board will be August 3, 2016 

since there is now a four member board. 

 

51. Closed Session, pursuant to NRS 241.015(3)(b)(2), to receive information from the 

District Attorney regarding potential or existing litigation involving a matter over 

which the Board has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power, and to 

deliberate toward a decision on the matter (requested by District Attorney) 

 

52. Adjourn 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

     ____________________________________________ 

     JOE MORTENSEN, Chairman 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

________________________________________ 

NIKKI BRYAN, Lyon County Clerk/Treasurer 
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Good Morning Commissioners

So, here we residents are again asking for your help, asking each and
every one of you to vote NO on this SUP. So why not approve?

Well, the state water engineers tell us that they do not care about the
quality of water, they just care about the quantity. NDEP says that all
that they can do is make recommendations on how to go forward. That
they can only inform Mr. Wilson on what could happen and if
something did happen that he, Mr. Wilson would be responsible. We
have not heard yet from the BLM and what they think about the
increased traffic on their land by up to 60 serious sized trucks daily. Ehl

No one seems to want to take responsibility for what Mr. Wilson is

asking us residents to grin and bear. so rHERE ls oNLy ALL oF you ro
PROTECT US.

No oNE has shown any care or compassion for our plight. The fact that
Mr. Wilson says that it is "OK, that we will not even know that they are
there." we will not hear any of the increased traffic we will not hear
the rock quarry noise we will not even notice the security lights at
night. We will most certainly not hear the24/7 toxic, poisonous
processing plant less than 2,000 feet from our backyard. ,,Oh and your
property values will also increase".

I sAY No! My neighbors say nol we have lived here for 23 years some
of my neighbors longer. we say that we care about the qualitv of our
water and the quantity. we say that recommendations are not good
enough.

our children and their children have played on these BLM roads for
more than 25 years. People from all over the area ride their bikes and
ATV's here. we have never had to worry about a constant flow of truck
traffic on our dirt roads.
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WE SAY NOI We do not want to hear any noise pollution from an
industrial plant less than 2,000 feet from our homes. lf we can hear
Dayton Materials, that is four miles from us, we most certainly will hear
in surround sound Mr. Wilson's industrial plant. WE SAy NO! We do
not want to see our canyon walls lit up at night. WE SAy NO! We do
not want to worry about some cyanide poisonous plant having an
Accident less than 2,000 feet from our home using the same ground
water that we use. WE SAY YOU ARE WRONG! Mr. Wilson, our
property values will not go up, NO ONE would ever by a home next to a
noisy, polluting, toxic, poisonous, dirty industrial plant less than 2,000
feet away.

Our property values have not come back from the economy crash in
2008. We, Mark and I would really be ruined. Much has happened to
us over the years and we always managed to keep our home. 33 years
of hard work would vanish. we are in our 60's now, there is no starting
over at our age.

we do not want to be another Anaconda mine. our county has seen its
share of super fund sites. We do not want to hear anyone say to us
"OOPS, we are sorry". We do not want a noisy, polluting, toxic,
poisonous, dirty industrial plant in our residential area. There is I know
some where more suited for Mr. wilson's lndustrial plant than our
"Residential" backyard.

We need you Lyon County Commissioners ,,WE 
NEED ALL OF yOU,, to

protect our residential neighborhood and say ,,NO Way,, to this SUpl

Thank you commissioners for listening for hearing what we have to say
about the residential area of Gold Canyon.



My husband asked me a question regarding one ofthe facts I was using
in my statement and I asked, Did you read all of this? I did, and it is a

complete Fairy Tale and total Nightmare for us. We all know fairy tales
are B.S.
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2105 Goid Canyon Road, Silvet City, NV
PO Box 201,91, Carson City, NV 89721.

I am OPPOSED to approval of the petmrt and I am gravely concetned with regatd to the

probable damage this project will have on my lifestyle, health and propetty value. There is a very

simple u,ay for Mt. Wilson to assure the County and his proposed neighbots that he truly is the

sincere local businessman that he presents himself to be, and that his project will have no

adverse effect on local residents. That is to ptoduce the information that evidences his claims -
being the cautious businessman he is, I'm sure Mr. Wilson has done lots of dus diligence.

I would like to ask the following rvith regard to the application:

o S7hat due diligence been performed with tegard to groundwater issues related to the

project?

o Has Mr. Wilson anrlyzed the potential impact pumping at inception and if he gtows

his business uP ,o the stated 70ACF per annum of watet use?

o What effect will these additional water draw levels have on the surounding atea,

such as:

o Will this additional pumping draw contaminates toward residential wells?

o What sort of drawdown of existing wells will occur and at estimated average

use? - At the stated maximum use?

o Has Mr. Wilson assured himself that cumulative damage to groundwater will not

occur?

o Will Mr. Wilson make existing homeownets whole if their wells go dry?

o Has Mr. Wilson dcmonstated compliance with NAC 4454.433(3), which tequites
that a process component be built at least 11000 feet from any dwelling?

o Mr. Wilson approximates distances but has not specifically indicated measurement of
the actual distance, ot acknowledged this tequirement.

o Is this type of permit allowed adjacent to the Rural One acte zoning?

o County staff has informed me that my property, which is adjacent to the site to the

north east, is actually zoned Rural One acre mrnimum, but all the documents related

to the applicatron erroneously state it is zoned Rutal 5 acre minimum.

o Does Mr. $/ilson have a Right of STay from BLM to use the road from Highway 50 to

the site?

o To improve the road as stated in previous testimony?
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o This is the only ingress/egress to the ptoject, and Mr. Wilson testified to the

Lyon Counq, Planning Commission tegarding numerous planned improvements

with regard to the road in order to abate dust. \X/ithout a Right of Way ftom the

BLM, Mt. !7ilson cannot make such imptovements.

Has Mr. Wilson applied to the EPA or Nevada Department of Envitonmental

Protection regarding permits to build or mine on the site, a portion of which is in the

"High Risk Atea" of the superfund site?

Has Mr. Wilson cfeated a noise temediation plan ot set decibel limits?

How will Mr. Wilson handle the megaphone effect of the canyon area to mediate

noise?

Has Mr. Wilson studied the prevailing winds in the area to understand actions

neccssary to prevent dust and aitborne cofitaminates and who is likely to be

exposed?

Horv will Mr. Wilson abate dust so it doesn't create a health issue for surrounding

homes?

Has Mr. Wilson planned to ensure there is no disruption of service with regatd to

natural gas, telephone, electric, water, and road easements directly crossing the

proposed ptoject and settlement pond site?

The proiect involves the only ingtess/egress to my property ftom any direction

o Can Mr. Wilson assure me that access to my home will not be distupted?

A visit to the site rcveals the tailings area at the north end of the site where cyanide

contaminated tailings will be stored is actually an old dtedge pond. Will this again

be used as a water basin?

o How runoff and aquifer contamination risk be managed?

How he will manage a possible pit lake in the quarry area if his excavation hits

grorrnd water - my static level is at22 feetwhich isn't very shallow?
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Many people have told me that fighting this corporate monopoly is
an up-hill battle, if not. a losing one. This seems like a pretty
obvious statement to most ol us. But what really surprised me
was the number of people who felt that coming betore THIS
BOARD was also a losing battle. That the handwriting was
already on the wall and the end result a foregone conclusion. The
consensus in Smith Valley, right now, is that this board has failed
on multiple levels, to protect the rights of its citizens. Most people
have become bitter and are unwilling to get involved because they
feel it's a complete waste of theirtime. This is sad and, il true,
extremely unfortunate.

l'm not yet willing to lose heart. My hope is that, at least some of
you, might not be predetermined in a biased opinion that looks to
fill the county's tax coflers and keep you in favor with this greedy
corporation which, has SO MUCH political power and affluence.

lf you grant NV Energy this special variance of the law, you will be
stealing from the hard working citizens of Smith Valley in order to
provide a few short cuts (and a Christmas bonus) to a corrupt
multi-billion dollar monopoly. The government's first duty is to
protect its citizens. As NV Energy intends to use eminent domain
to take from your constituents - that which isn't readily given, they
are already being preludiced against us. This SUP permit
requires that it not be prejudice against existing land owners.
Both valley realtors with decades of experience have testified to
the loss of property value this project will create. According to
Lyon County law, this is another reason to deny this permit. The
set back in Urban Areas for this large of a utility structure must be
1000 ft, surely this should be at least taken into consideration in
rural areas. One of these houses will be within just 10 FEET.
COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE! The easement contract States
that no ditches, fencing, trees, structures ect. can be within the
required 40 foot easement. The entire length ol Lower Colony
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and parts of Hunewill Lane are filled with ditches for water right
access. Several wells are within the easement, as wel! as,
numerous trees and livestock fencing. AII of which are reasons to
deny this special use permit.

I m{"tilrr the reasons that I have mentioned, for all those
who took a day out of their Iives to be here today, for the +85 ilfu
signatures opposing this project and all the reasons you know to
be true, STAND-UP, in the face of mounting pressure and tell NV
Energy, NO!
NO! They CAN NOT interfere with Agriculture.
NO! they CAN NOT stea! our land.
NO! they CAN NOT make us pay $t Z million dollars for
equipment needed to sell power to California.
NO! they CAN NOT subject us to health hazards.
NO! they CAN NOT have anymore infrastructure until they fix
what is so woefully neglected currently in use.
NO! they CAN NOT trample the rights of your constituents.

Please, restore the faith your constituents have lost in you by
making that which, is so obviously, the right choice. Deny NV
Energy this special use permit and let it not be said, that the law
no longer protects the innocent, but protects the corrupt.

I
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While making the presentation Ior the proposed Smith Valley substation,
NV Energy said that part of the reason they took this path was because no

new easement would be required. And yet, here they are asking for one.
NV Energy wants a 40'easement all the way down Hunewill Lane and then
down Lower Colony to this proposed substation.

They are saying that these 65 to 93 foot poles will be replacing our current
20 and 40 loot poles in a "pole ror pole" manner. While they very well may
be replacing 400 poles with 400 poles, they certainly are not putting them
all in the same place.

When the land adjacent to the proposed new substation was divided,
Nevada Dept. of Transportation (NDOT) asked that some land be donated
to the state to make up for the fact that the road was previously a County
Road and now is a State HWY According to NDOT, they will also need to

take into consideration the increase of truck traffic caused by the new dairy.

This set-back can not be avoided when considering the National Electric
Safety Code. The new property line was set back to 17 and a half feet lrom
the outside edge oi the road.

The pole that is near the Jacobsen Farm house is just 4 and a hal, leet
lromtheedgeof the road. lf they move it back 13 feet and then add NV

Energy's need for 40 foot, that easement would be just 7 ,eet lrom that
house; on top of their lawn and inside their trees and fencing.

The easement gives unrestricted access to vehicles, as well as,
pedestrians. lt gives NV Energy the right to "add to" and "modity" their
equipment as needed. The easement does not allow tor any, "drainage",
"trees", "bridges", "roads", "fencing", "parking canopy" or other structures

within the easement. The grantor of the easement is also expected to

waive their right to a jury trial should any unforeseeable dispute arise in the

future.

This easement is disruptive to farming all down Lower Colony Boad. lt

takes away the peaceful en.ioyment of the land for those whom own
property near it, and, it creates unnecessary hazards to the vast amount of

truck traffic already using this roadway.
I ask that you deny NV Energy this easement.



July 7,2016

Julie Cosner, Smith Valley. I would like these comments to be

made part of the official meeting minutes.

I have with me today a bucket and a lantern. I brought these

items to demonstrate what the residents of Smith Valley will need

if the SUP's for Nevada Energy's transmission and substation

projects are not approved.

When the lights are out we'll need the lantern and when the

pumps aren't pumping, we'll need the bucket.

The proposed transmission line into Smith Valley is essential to

start the process for reliable power to Smith Valley. This won't

be possible without the new Mason Sub and transmission lines. I

would ask that you please vote to approve the three SUP's

before you.

Thank you.
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July 4,20!6

Members of the Board,

I have asked you before to amend the county ordinance of making a

land use SUP in the applicants name as a condition of that permit of

land use to stop the discrimination of this ordinance.

You have given me the excuse that the process would have to wait

until after Title 15 because you do not want to amend anything covered

in Title 15. The process would take some time and effort. Today we

have an amendment to title 10, also covered under Title 15. So your

excuse to protect equal opportunity does not hold water.

I have seen this board hold up a SUP that could have brought jobs to

Lyon County because of a possible character flaw of the applicant,

without of any viable proof that he did anything but try to succeed in

his other endeavors, not the use of the land he wanted permission to

use for the possible economic boom to Lyon County. By changing this

ordinance you might attract businesses to the County of Lyon and stop

the denial based on a person's character, color or creed through the

backdoor of ordinances to hide what Your prejudices may be.

I would think now is the time to correct what could lead to a suit in

court for a civil rights violation. Or do you wish to kick this can down

the road and risk that liability to the county taxpayers?

The power to make a decision on this violation of equal opportunity

to use land is yours, no one has the moral power to tell someone else

how he may use the product of his labor except those elites in an office

of trust. Jim Dunlap
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Silver City Citizen Advisory Board undertook a town survey for the purpose of

providing the Advisory Board with information about our town, how we see ourselves, and

the issues and concerns important to us. The survey asked residents and property owners

what they valued most about living in or owning property in Silver City; the status of these

values; their opinion on development in Silver City; goals for the town; expectations

regarding the Lyon County Land Use and Development Code and the Silver City Community

Plan; and what additional issues concerned them. Additional public safety questions were

added at the request ofthe Lyon County Sheriff's Department. The survey will be used by

the Advisory Board in discussions and recommendations to the Lyon County Board of

County Commissioners (BOCC) regarding land-use policy and issues, including the Lyon

County Land Use and Development Code (Title 15), the Silver City Community PIan, and any

development proiects within or near Silver City.

The survey consisted of the following questions:

What do you value most about living in or owning property in Silver City?

Do you see these values as secure? Sustainablel Threatened?

How would commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or harm

the quality of life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be beneficial?

What kinds would be harmful?

What are the most important goals for Silver City?

What would you like to see the Lyon County Land Use and Development Code

and the Silver City Community Plan accomplish?

What other issues or concerns are important to you?

Public safety questions (included at the request ofthe Lyon County Sheriff's Office):

7. Do you feel safe in Silver City? What contributes to this feeling of safety? What

threats do you see to your safety?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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8. What is an appropriate response time fora call for service in a non-life

threatening situation? A Iife threatening situation?

The results of the survey show:

Silver City is a strong community. Residents and property owners have both a

clear sense of their community and their obliSations as citizens to keeping it

strong.

Silver City residents and property owners value this sense of community, and

the town's setting and environment-including "peace and quiet"-above all

other aspects of life in Silver City.

They see their community and its values as threatened, primarily by mining

devetopment but also by Lyon County's failure to protect the community from

this threat.

Silver City residents and property owners favor development that is

appropriate in type and scale for the community. They oppose development

that conflicts with the community or is harmful to its setting and environment.

Beneficial development would include slow, small scale residential growth,

and "mom and pop" businesses. Mining and industrial development are seen

as harmful.

The overarching goal for Silver City residents and property owners is to

maintain the sense of community and quality of life, and to deny mining and

industrial development. Other important goals include maintaining and

improving infrastructure and safety, and changing the town's relationship

with county government.

The residents and property owners would like to see the Lyon County Land

Use and Development Code and the Silver City Community Plan maintain the

Silver City community and quality of life as we know it.

5ilver City Town SurveY July 5, 2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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. Silver City residents and property owners recognize the importance of

maintaining streets and proper drainage, and improving Silver City's

representation and relationship with county government.

o Residents and property owners feel safe in Silver City, and the sense of

community is an important reason for this.

Silver City Town Survey luly 5, 2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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1.O INTRODUCTION

Sitver City and Lyon County are at a defining moment in terms of land use policy, and

the impacts it will have on citizens' day to day lives. These policies include the Lyon County

Land Use and Development code (Title 15) and the silver city community Plan. They will

regulate and guide potential devetopment proiects, and the effects they will have on their

surroundings, including impacts to quatity of life, property values, and the environment. lt

will be incumbent upon the Silver City Citizen Advisory Board to discuss and eventually make

recommendations to the Lyon county Bocc regarding both land use policy and specific

projects. The goal of the Silver City Town Survey is contribute to this process by

documenting:

1. How the Silver City community sees both itself and land use policy'

2. What is important to us.

3. What we want for the future of our town.

Silver City Town 5u rveY .luly 5, 2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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2.O SETTING AND HISTORY

Silver City is one of eight unincorporated communities in Lyon County. lt is in the

western end of the county, about 3.2 miles as the crow flies northwest of Dayton, at the foot

of Mount Davidson. The town is situated on steep slopes and hillsides on the east and west

sides of Gold Canyon, about 3 miles south of Virginia City. State Routes 341 and 342 pass

through Silver City from their intersection in the southem part of town. State Route J42

serves as Main Street. Silver City lies within both the Comstock Historic District and the

Virginia City National Historic Landmark.

The town was established in the late 185os. By 1860 it had "four hotels, ten stores,

two drug stores, two butcher shops, three blacksmith shops, and several elegant

dwellings."' lts population in 1861 was over 1,ooo.2 Silver City rivaled Virginia City in

importance during the Comstock's early years, but was quickly surpassed as the major mines

of the region developed in Virginia City. Silver City remained important as a location on the

direct road from the Comstock to the Carson River mills, and for the many mills in town. ln

1869 the Virginia and Truckee Railroad took over most freight and ore hauling. The main line

bypassed Silver City, which reduced its role in the transportation system. The 1880 U.S.

Census showed 620 residents in Silver City, living in zt6 households.: Silver City was affected

along with the rest of the Comstock by the lengthy mining depression that set in during the

earty r88os. However, mines and mills operated continuously in Silver City, although on a

diminished scale, from the 187os onward.a Silver City remained productive through the

t93os, but government restrictions during WWll curtailed the mining industry and it did not

recover after the war. The last significant mining in Silver City occurred in the late r94os, and

ceased altogeth er by t95o.5

I History of Nevado. Thompson and West, L881:502.
2 History of Nevodo. Thompson and West, 1881:5o2.
3 1880 U.s. census, Nevada, Lyon County, Silver City
4 smith 1932,9.
s Nevodd Mines, Mills, qnd Smelters in Operotion qs of 1949, p 10, (State lnspector of Mines, Carson City, Nevada)

lists the Dayton consolidated Mine company as operating a flotation and cyanide mill in Lyon county, and

conducting underground mining at the Keystone Mine in Storey County (p 13). The report does not specifically

mention activity at the Dayton Mine, however the mill is listed as "producing." The combined 1949-50 Mines, Mills,
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The r94o population of Silver City was 285, residing in 9o households.6 By 1950, Silver

City was no longer counted separately, but was included in the Dayton Township. The total

population of the township that year was 382.7 ln 1960 the Dayton Township listed 489

inhabitants.s During this time, the population of Silver City population probably fell to about

roo people.r During the 196os, Silver City and the Comstock were verging upon becoming

classic western ghost towns, New residents arrived to take advantage of vacant, low-cost

property, alongside the remaining families who traced their tenure to Silver City's mining

days. This changed Silver City from a mining town to a residential or bedroom community,

and reflected a similar transformation in the Comstock as tourism replaced mining as the

economic driver of the region.lo The new arrivals also brought their own brand of activism,

qnd Smelters in Operotion repeats the same information. A November 1950 draft Dayton Consolidated Mines

Company lefter to stockholders (UNR Special Collections 88-47/3) and a general production report from the

Dayton Mill from December 1948 (UNR Special Collections 88-47/3) indicate there was production during this time

from the Dayton property. The production report lists tonnage from the Dayton Cut, the "Wedge" (noted as

"Dayton Surfuce"), as well as the oest Mine, located south ofsilver City. (See comstock Notes, a Dayton

Consolidated Mines Company prospectus, UNR Special Collections TN 433 N3 D3). The stockholders letter recounts

activity from 1948 through 1950, which included the blocking out and development of ore bodies at depth in

company properties. The letter concludes by saying the company has exhausted its working capital and without

additional financing current bondholders will take over the property. The 1951-52 Report of the stote lnspedor of

Mrnes lists no activity for the Dayton consolidated Mines Company. subsequent reports by the state lnspector of

Mines, as referred to above, covering the period from 1952 to 2007, include no mention of mining or milling on the

Dayton property. Donovan's Mill, another 193Os stalwart, operated sporadically through the 1950s and ceased

operation in 1959 (Donovan's Mill, Silver City, Lyon county, Nevada. HAER No. Nv 3. Photographs Historical and

Descriptive Data, page 3. Historic American Engineering Record. National Park service, western Re8ion.

Department of the lnterior san Francisco california. n.d. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/nv0084/.)
6 1940 U.s. Census, Nevada, Dayton and Silver City Township
i Censu s of population: 1950 Volume One, N umber of lnhabita nts, 28-6. U n ited States Govern ment P rinting Office,

Washington, 1952.
8 Census of population: 1960. Volume 1, Characteristics ofthe Population, Part A, Number of lnhabitants, 3O-8.

United States Department of Commerce Bureau of the Census, Washington D.C. 3O-8.

e The official election returns for 1948 for the silver City Precinc! compiled by the Nevada Secretary ofState, show

that at least 67 voters cast ballots in the presidential election that year. lf the current levels ofvoter participation

held true in the past, this would represent 80-90% of registered votert who would in turn include almost all the

adults in the community. The school population around 1950 was about 25, based on the class photograph from

that year. A reasonable estimate would include 75-80 adults, and 25-30 children, for a maximum population of
about 110. Forty-seven voters participated in the 1960 presidential election in the Silver City Precinct, which points

to a town population of less than 10O. A rebound in population during the 1960s and 1970s is reflected by the 77

voters who participated in the 1972 presidential election, probably marking a return ofthetown's population to

more than 100 people.
ro The Roor qnd the Srlence, James 1998. ln chapter La The Sequel to the \ig Sonqnzo, (pp 258-273) James offers a

valuable description ofthe time in the life of a "dormang even dying, mining district" (p 258). The new arrivals in

the years following WWll came to revel in the region's history, only to bemoan the advent of the tourist economy

in the 196Os. He writes also of the 1960s newcomers, who were next to "discover" the comstock. Among them
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and a number of them and their family members continue to influence and participate in

Silver City community life. The once-neglected buildings they refurbished are also among the

most valuable residential properties in Silver City. Today, people either work from home or

commute to jobs in Reno, Carson City, and Dayton. Some residents, including owners of

mining claims within Silver City, would argue Silver City's past mining identity is alive and

well, at least in spirit.

The Silver City townsite comprises an irregular aggregation of quarter/quarter

sections totaling J32 acres, first patented in r867 (Figure r)."
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Figure t. Silver City as shown on an 1876 copy of the General Land Office map,

Township t6 N, Range zl E.

were new residents in Silver City, and James provides a succinct account lp27o-277) of the new and old guards'

contrasting attitudes.
11 Fiske, V.S., Recorder of the General Land Office, Vol 20, Page 30, Silver City Town Patent. Book B Pg 65.
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The modern town consists primarily of free-standing homes, with a number of

commercial buildings either empty or put to residential use. Silver City is most densely built

up along Main Street, with residences on lots of an acre or more in the areas surrounding

this central core (figure z).

Figure z. present day Silver City. The dashed orange line marks the town limits;the black

lines indicate parcel boundaries. Main Street (SR 342) runs diagonally north-south through

the west half of town.

Silver CityTown SurveY July 5, 20i.6 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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Structures date from the earliest days of Silver City to recent construction. There are

two large historic mills, the Dayton Mill and Donovan Mill, at the south end of town. The

remains of a number of other mills, as well as shafts, adits, waste rock, mill tailings, and

other historic mining features are found scattered throughout town. There are currently no

retail businesses in Silver City, although there are a number of licensed home businesses.

Public buildings include the community center, volunteer fire station, and post office, along

with a park and cemetery.

Silver City's population as of the 2olo Census was t8o, residing in 96 households." ln

2014 there were r42 registered voters in the Silver City Precinct (which includes outlying

areas).13 Residents include a full range of white-collar and blue-collar workers, professionals,

and retirees. lnterestingly enough, a fair number of archaeologists and historians live in

Silver City. ln the r98os, lntermountain Research (lMR), one of Nevada's first Cultural

Resource consulting firms, was based in Silver City. This attracted not only IMR staff but

employees of other consulting firms, government agencies, and the Nevada State Museum.

Today, Silver City is home to several nationally and internationally recognized archaeologists

and historians. Silver City also has a strong artistic and literary tradition, and includes several

very prominent Nevada artists, along with writers, columnists, and the publisher of a local

newspaper. Most recently, the town has established the Silver City Arts Group and an artist-

in-residence program, which attracts visiting artists and coordinates exhibits and

performances. ln addition, the town's musical program has brought numerous local and

nationally-known performers to Silver City. ln recognition of the town's commitment to the

arts, the Silver City Advisory Board has declared Silver City an "Arts and Cultural Resource

Production Center."

Sitver City's sense and strength of community is widely acknowledged throughout

Lyon County. Our relatively small population includes a high proportion of community-

minded citizens who have a strong sense of empowerment and civic responsibility. Silver

12 2o1o u.s. census, silver city Blocks.
13 Lyon county Clerk-Treasurel http://www.lvo n-cou nW. orslDoc umentcenter/View/637!
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City residents have served, and continue to serve, on the Lyon County School Board,

Planning Commission, Citizen Advisory Board, Parks Board, and volunteer fire department.

The community has also been recognized for its activism and accomplishments on a

number of occasions. ln 1986, the American Planning Association gave the Silver City

Residents Association its Outstd nding Gtizen Contribution to Planning in Nevado award for its

successful opposition to the Nevex Gold Company open pit mine proposed forthe southern

portion of Silver City. ln 2oo7, the Nevada State Historic Preservation Office officially

recognized Ron Reno and the Town of Silver City "For a remarkable effort, donated to

excavate and document the Old School House." ln May, 2oo8, the Board of Lyon County

Commissioners passed a resolution congratulating the citizens and community of Silver

City's "contribution towards the quality of life in the community through the completion of

the Schoolhouse and subsequent dedication of the State Historical Marker 264."

The Silver City community takes special pride in its collaboration with the Lyon

county Board of County commissioners to rebuild the Silver city community center, which

was destroyed by fire in 2oo4. Community members worked behind the scenes with county

commissioners and county staff to persuade a recalcitrant insurance company to fully fund a

historically appropriate reconstruction of the community center. Silver city residents

contributed thousands of volunteer hours toward designing and constructing the

community center, salvaging building materials from the ruins to be incorporated into the

new building, and conducting a fullscale archaeological excavation documenting the

century and a half history of the schoolhouse.

Silver City Town SurveY July 5, 2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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3.OTHETOWN SURVEY

The purpose of the Silver City Town Survey is to provide the Advisory Board with

information for use in discussions and recommendations to the Lyon County BOCC regarding

land use policy and issues, specifically the Land Use and Development Code (Title 15), the

Silver City Community Plan, and potential development proiects affecting Silver City. The

survey is designed also to produce specific, useful information about how the Silver City

community sees itself, the things the community sees as important to living in and owning

property in Silver City, the current state of these important elements, and what the

community wants for the future. The survey also includes public safety questions,

addressing residents' assessment of safety and security.

3.1 The Survey

The Silver City Town Survey was first proposed at the June, 2015, Silver City Advisory

Board meeting. The Advisory Board and citizens in attendance discussed whether the idea of

a survey was a good one, if a survey was necessary, and what it would look like and what

issues it would cover, At the conclusion of the discussion, the motion was made and

approved to move ahead. During subsequent Advisory Board meetings and workshops, the

Advisory Board developed content for the survey, wrote the questions, and planned for the

distribution, return, and tabulation of the surveys and the analysis of the responses. lt

became clear over the course of several meetings and workshops that the survey was

something the community was interested in doing. A number of formats were discussed,

and it was eventually decided that the best approach was to present a few simple questions

about how the town sees itself, what is important to us as residents and property owners,

and what we want going forward. The questions were written and formatted to give the

respondents as much latitude as possible, leaving the length, level of detail, and content of

the answers completely uP to them.

ln September, 2015, the Advisory Board held a workshop where we finalized the

questions and produced a cover letter exptaining the survey. We included the public safety

Silver City Town Survey July 5, 2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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questions at the request of the Lyon County Sheriff's Office. Advisory Board members hand

detivered surveys to each household, with a separate survey for each individual. We also

provided a stamped return envelope, addressed to the Advisory Board, for returning the

surveys. Distribution was completed by the October advisory board meeting, with responses

flowing in at the rate of two or three per day over a period of several weeks. Surveys were

mailed to non-resident property owners in November, based on the list of Silver City

property owners provided by the Lyon County Assessor's office' Advisory Board members

transcribed the hand-written responses, and they were sorted and categorized during

advisory board meetings and workshops in March and April, 2016' The survey report was

prepared during May and June, zol6. The finished report was made available online and

distributed atthe July 5, zor6, Advisory Board meeting. The survey was formally presented

to the Lyon County BOCC on July 7,2016, with electronic and hard copies given to the county

commissiOners, planning commissioners, county managers, COunty planner and Others. They

were atso made available upon request to the general public.

Silver City Town SurveY July 5,2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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3.2 Silver City Town Survey Cover Letter and Survey

SILVER CITY CITIZEN ADVISORY BOARD

TOWN SURVEY

The Silver City Citizen Advisory Board is conducting a survey of Silver City residents and

property owners in order to provide the Advisory Board with information about our town, how

we see ourselves, and what issues or concerns are important to us. We are conducting the

survey at this time because there are a number of important, upcoming community issues

which the Advisory Board will be discussing and, ultimately, making recommendations to the

Lyon County Board of County Commissioners. These include:

o The Lyon County Land Use and Development Code (Title 15). The draft version of Title

15 is currently in preparation, and will eventually be distributed to the Advisory Boards,

and general public, for recommendations before it is finalized.

o The Silver City Community Plan. The Community Plan will be developed following

approval of Title 15, and will identify specific goals and the unique needs and values of

the community.

. Future potential land uses within Silver City, including mining projects, and associated

co nd itiona I use permits.

About the survey:

o Each Silver City resident, property owner, and non-resident property owner will be

asked to complete the survey.

. The questions are designed to allow you complete freedom to express yourself and/or

your opinions. You can answer in one or two words, or you can write an essay. lt's up to

you. Also, please feelfree to address any issues not covered bythe survey questions.

o The survey will be anonymous. Your completed survey will be retyped, and there will

be no connection between yourself and the hard copy or the retyped versions.

Silver City Town Survey July 5, 201-6 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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r The survey will be distributed by members of the Advisory Board to each household,

with copies for each member of the household. once completed, please place your

survey(s) in the envelope we will provide, and drop it in the mail or return it to any

member of the Advisory Board.

Thankyou for helping make Silver City such a great place to live'

Silver City Citizen Advisory Board

Silver City Town Survey July 5, 2016 Silver city Citizen Advisory Board
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Silver City Town Survey

This survey is designed to allow you complete freedom to express yourself and/or

your opinions. You can answer in one or two words, or you can write an essay. lt's

up to you. Also, please feel free to address any issues not covered by the survey

questions

o What do you value most about living in or owning property in Silver City?

(Please make a list if necessary, and rank in order of importance.)

o Do you see these values as secure? Sustainable? Threatened?

How would commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or

harm the quality of life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be

beneficial? What kinds would be harmful?

(Over)
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. What are the most important goals for Silver City?

o What would you like to see the Lyon County Land Use and Development

Code and the Silver City Community Plan accomplish?

o What other issues or concerns are important to you?

Public safety (included at the request of the Lyon County Sheriffs Department.)

o Do you feel safe in Silver City? What contributes to this feeling of safety?

What threats do you see to your safety?

o What is an appropriate response time for a call for service in a non-life

threatening situation? A Iife threatening situation?

Silver City Town Su rvey July 5,2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board
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4.O METHODS

The Advisory Board made it clear from the outset that the survey was a Silver City

Advisory Board project. We received extensive input from the community during numerous

meetings and workshops, however all final decisions regarding the wording of the survey

questions, tabulation, and interpretation were the Advisory Board's. ln addition, Advisory

Board members covered the approximately $3oo cost of printing, postage, distribution, and

collection of the surveys.

The basic idea was to keep the questions as simple as possible, while allowing for the

widest range of responses. we did assume from our years of experience living in Silver City

that residents would be undaunted by a formatthat required them to provide answers, and

not iust chose from a predetermined list. We made it clear that everything from a one-word

response to an essay was appropriate, and all answers would be given equal weight.

We aimed forthe maximum number of responses possible, in fact our goal was looZ

participation. We did not achieve this, however it was not unreasonable considering the

relatively small size of our community. Advisory Board members personally delivered

surveys to each household within the Silver City town limits, as well as two residences close

to town on 5R l4i. (There are no other nearby residences located outside the town limits.)

Each individual resident received a survey. We used a recent aerial photograph of Silver City

to identify the households, and then divided these up among the three Advisory Board

members. We went from house to house, making every effort to personally deliverthe

surveys, although some were left at the door. Each household was also provided a stamped

return envelope, addressed to the Silver City Advisory Board. We received the vast maiority

of responses in the mail, although a few were returned in person, and several were typed

and emailed to the Advisory Board. Non-resident property owners, drawn from the Lyon

County Assessor's tax rolls, were mailed a single survey, along with a stamped return

envelope.

The survey was anonymous, although we did track which households had returned

their surveys and which had not. We created a numbered list of all households, and wrote
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each household's number on the return envelopes. When the survey was returned, we

checked off the number, which told us which households had returned their surveys and

which had not. As time passed, households and individuals who had not returned their

surveys were encouraged to do so, or offered replacements for misplaced surveys, ln

addition, notices and reminders about the survey-though not the survey itself-were

posted on the post office bulletin board, and emailed to Silver City residents. The Town

Survey appeared as a standing agenda item for Advisory Board meetings and workshops

over the course of many months,

Once they were returned, the surveys were removed and separated from the

envelopes. Because they were unsigned and unmarked, they were now completely

unconnected to the numbered envelopes-and anonymous. Next, we transcribed the

surveys using Microsoft Word, with each Advisory Board member taking a third of the

responses. We transcribed the answers verbatim, with no attempt to clarify wording or

correct grammatical errors except in rare instances where we made a best guess at illegible

hand writing. We created separate files for each question, and then cut and pasted the

responses accordingly.

We compteted the transcriptions by the February workshop, and at the April and May

workshops and Advisory Board meetings we worked on the tabulation and analysis. The first

step in considering each question was to cateSorize the responses, and combine individual

answers into manageable and informative groups. We did not impose predetermined

categories on the more open-ended questions, but drew them from the responses

themselves. For example, the category of "Community and Community Values" was derived

from answers to question 1 which either strongly inferred or specifically mentioned

"community" and/or "values." Others, such as Questions t and z, included categories within

the questions themselves. ln these cases, the same methods were used to divide the

responses into sub-cate8ories.

We displayed the text for all to see at the workshops and meetings using a digital

prolector, and the Advisory Board was able to discuss the categorizations among ourselves

and with members of the public in attendance. lndividual Advisory Board members did
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categorize responses to a couple of questions on their own, and then presented their work

at the meetings for review and discussion.
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5.o RESULTS

The Advisory Board distributed approximately 1-30 individual surveys to 86 households, and

mailed surveys to 42 non-resident property owners. We received a total of 63 completed

individual surveys from 32 households in Silver City and 6 non-resident property owners.

Occasionally, multiple household members combined their responses on a single survey. The

respondents noted this themselves in some cases, although it was not something we

specifically tracked. We estimate 5 households responded in this way, resulting in a total of 57

individual responses from Silver City. The addition of 6 non-resident property owner responses

brought the grand total to 63.

We estimate there are 140 adult residents in Silver City, based on census figures, voter

registration, and our own household count. The 57 residents who returned responses to the

survey represent just over 40% of adult residents of Silver City. The responses from 5 out of 42

not-resident property owners represent !4/o of this group. The 39 households submitting

responses are 45 % of Silver City's 86 households.

5.1 question 1.

What do you vatue most about living in or owning property in Silver City? (Please make a

list if necessary, and rank in order of importance.)

ln our review and tabulation of the responses to this question, the Advisory Board

developed six categories of responses. The "Community and Community Values" category

was defined by references to the kinds of physical and social elements normally associated

with a "communitn" such as the Community Centerand park, town events, volunteerism

and civic involvement, and relative freedom and mutual respect. A significant number of

responses used the word "community" and/or specifically mentioned the contribution

friends, neighbors, and fellow residents make to the sense of community. These responses

are included in a sub-category under "Community and Community Values" as "Community

and people." Setting and environment are self-explanatory. "Peace and quiet" are clearly
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contributing elements of the setting and environment, however they were specifically

mentioned in numerous responses, and were given their own category. Safety and location

were also given their own categories, although they too can be seen as aspects of

community, setting, and environment. Responses categorized as "Other" range from

government regulation to property values.

* Note that the questions often ask for or provide the opportunity for multiple answers,
therefore the total responses exceed the number of respondents.

5.t.t Summary

This question received the highest number of responses of any on the survey.

Respondents were asked to provide multiple answers, and the question also touches on one

of the most fundamentally important aspects of life in Silver City. The responses show that

Silver City residents and property owners most value their community, its people, its setting

Table 5.t.t. What do you value most about living in or owning property in Silver City?
Category Number of

Responses
Percent of total
responses (14r)

Comments

Community and
Community values

5o

"Community"
and people z8/lo

36%

56%(ofthe 5o
Community and
Community values
responses)
zo% of total
responses

Used the word
"community" or
referred specifically
to "people."

Setting and
Environment

44 31%

Peace and Quiet 22 t6% Specifically
mentioned enough
to warrant its own
category.

Safety 7 5%

Location 5 4%

Other 13 9%

Total 141*
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and environment, and "peace and quiet." Altog ether, tt6 I 83% of the responses fall into

these three categories. ln addition, "Community," and/or the people making up the

community, were specifically mentioned in z8 / 56% of the "Community and community

values" responses,

A number of responses (7 | 5Z) included safety as a valued part of living in or owning

property in Silver City. This can also be seen as an important condition for a strong

community. The responses to questions 7 and 8 (Public safety) clearly show residents feel

safe in Silver City.

Setting and environment were the second most valued part of living in or owning

property in Silver City, comprising 44 / 3t% of the responses. Specific elements of this setting

and environment include open spaces, scenery, views, night skies, and wildlife. "Peace and

quiet" are also an important element of Silver City's setting and environment. They were

cited specifically inzz I t6% ol responses. The two categories of setting and environment and

Peace and Quiet combined for 66 I 47% of the total responses.

"Location" is another category related to setting, although most location responses

specifically point out Silver City's combination of rural setting plus its proximity and easy

access to urban areas.

Other categories of responses mentioned the arts and artistic community, town

events, property values, residents' longevity, and being relatively unencumbered by

government regulations.

5.1.2 ReSpOnses

Responses are listed under the under the categories described above, and some have

been shortened. See Appendix t for complete transcripts of all the survey responses.

Question t included a request to rank answers in order of importance, but this was not done

consistently. When it was, we have indicated the "rank" in parentheses after the response,

Community and Community Values

. Sense of community (t)
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. The freedom my kids enjoy (z)

o The many very nice people who live here and care about Silver city (z)

c Small town ombience and friends (3)

o The pleasure of living in a small community where I know my neighbors. (z)
o The sense of community dmong citizens (1) (Two responders)
. Artistic culture dnd historic environment (3) (Two responders)
o Privocy if you wont it; you can choose to be involved or not (4) (rwo responders)

c Dog friendly - no leash laws () (Two responders)
c The simplicity of life in this community. o
. The community of friends ond neighbors and our care for on another. (z)

o Live and let live attitude . . . yet if help needed I know who I con call (t)
. t enjoy the eccentric personalities thot make up our population (3)

c Silver City is a true community (r)
. Strong volunteerism ethos and civic involvement of Silver City's residents (z)

. My neilhbors are people who ore interested in preserving the history of the town, and

securing a vibrant future for the community (j)
. home to a concentration of Nevada's highly productive artists, musicians,

photographers, writers, actors, artisdns, academics and other innovative thinkers and

unique souls (j)
. Feeling of community olong with independence

o Community, quality of life
. Close knit community (t)
. The close relotionship we have with neighbors in this town Q)
o We hove o wonderful community center and pork. (6)

o The events such os town bbq and Christmos parties, soup night, etc (7)

c friends and neighbors
o the cool attitude we have

o The community of residences
o good neighbors
o friendly miners
. Socialcommunitylcamaraderie
. Artsy
. small community, dirt roads, a 'soy' in discussions that offect community

. sense of community, friends, involvement, family dttitudes I like - its friendly here

. A smoll town community atmosphere
o The community & the individuol people in it.
o The ambience (including ort ond architecture and cultural activities and events)

. The personal relationships developed over thirty plus yeors

. l)nique . . . filled with good people ond history, diversity is prevolent

o Community
. Neighbors, s mall town living.
. it's very laid back!
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. Beingable to know allyour neighbors, tolerance, similar values with people of this
town.

. nice people, small, peaceful community.
o Rural, quiet, small townlcommunity
c Community
. our gredt neighborslcommunity. Cleon, graffiti-free town.
c The people, especially those opposed to the encroachment of open pit mining in our

once quiet town.
. The school house community center

Settins and Environment

. Very low populotion density

. Space to do what we enjoy - hiking, biking, gardening, animals $)
c The beautiful mountains/hills that surround (3)
. scenery (2)

. The pedce and quiet and wide vistas of living in o semi rural area. (t)

. Closeness to the notural and historic environment () (Two responders)
o Stars con be seen at night and cloud formdtions in the day, unlike city living (6) (Two

responders)
. . . . clean oir ond the ability to wolk my dog without a leosh in the mountoins thot

surround our little town (z)

. Variety of houses f)
o Minimum vehicle traffic off highway 342
. open spdces, clear skies
c Hiking
. Night skies
o Rural setting wlno businesses impdctingthe quiet noture of the community
. Historic setting
. Not hoving dpartment complexes
o Crystal cleor views of the sierras dnd the Comstock . . . lovely dark skies at night without

light pollution, peace and quiet, cleon air, and lots of choices for hiking (4)
c Incredible range of architecture and design (5)
o Beauty of the hills and londscopes, the darkness @ night to see the stars. until recently-

the cleor air ond good tasting water.
. View
c Rural
o Room to roam (z)
. Beautiful vistasf quiet surroundings (4)
. open spdce right outside ou r door for hiking, etc (4)
o minimized congestion/ housing density
o The quiet beautiful environment, non-urban living
. cleon air, good woter
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. big sky, wild horses
o The foct that the town con not grow but it is surounded by BLM property
o Scenic
c clean oir
o beautiful hi4h desert surroundings, in which visits from wild horses, hawks, and other

wildlife ore part of every day life.
c The night sky and the doy sky

c And the beoutiful views.
o living in a rural environment thdt is not so impocted by rapid chonge ond disruption.
. hormony, simplicity, and noture.
. I love the wild life that lives here.
. space for pets.
. beautiful skies ot ni,ht.
. The open space. The wild horses and deer. Access to public land.

. The rural nature.

. Going to the park, to play outside , with cleon oir ond see the stars dnd hear the birds.

o Historical charocter Q)

Peace and Quiet
o Peoce & quiet - absence of Big City culture
. Pedce & quiet of the oreo; tranquility in our retirement (t)
o Solitude (t)
. The pedce ond quiet and wide vistas of living in a semi rural oreo. (t)
o peace and quiet (z)
o Peace and quiet (except for the infamous Silver City barking dogs).

. privocy

o Quiet
o Quiet, quaint small town
. A peoceful environment. (5)

o Quiet
. Quiet, peace
o Quiet,
. quiet, privote
o Rural quite nature
o Silver City is a place of peace and beouty. lt is quiet.
. The quiet!!
o The peace and quiet
. Peace; quiet,
. lt's o quiet peaceful community!
o Peaceful, neighbors not too close'
. The quiet otmosphere
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5afety
c Af eeling of security (z) (Two responders)
. Not hdving to lock my house or worry about crime
. A sofe ploce to live (z)
. Safe for children
o Sof ety, security of smoll community
o no crime or violence

Location
. Near urbon oreos (including on internationol dirport) but away from the crowding and

congestion,
o ldeal location
. tt is for enough from the city but close enough for shopping, etc. (3)

c Rural but close to city, friends ond family
o Location

Other
. Lock of 1overnment reguldtion ond planning.
o Towns spring up when mines ore found ond developed thus the history ond locdtion is

serentipidous
c Reliable water from Marlett Loke

. Property values
o rreedom (3)

. lt is my home for 4o years

. No CCNRS

o Was once quietlpeoceful
. once had great views
. lnvestment potential
c no bors or churches.
o Let Silver City moke its own decisions on what it needs or wonts.

. Our 160+ year old house ond its worth
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5.2 question 2.

Do you see these values as secure? Sustainable? Threatened?

question z provided the respondents with categories for their answers, which

accounts for the correlation between the total number responses to the question (68) and

individuals participating in the survey (63). Question z is a follow up to question 1, and asks

the residents and property owners to assess the status of what they value most about living

in or owning property in Silver City. Many respondents explained their answers, by

describing degrees of "secure," the ways their values were "sustainable," or how and by

what they were "threatened." This produced three sub-categories under Threatened:

Minin& County 6overnment, and Other. Answers in the "Other" sub-category consisted of

the word "threatened," without further comment,

5.2.1 summary

More than two-thirds (46 I 68%) of the responses saw the impoftant elements

identified in Question t as threatened. More than hal{ (26 | 57%) of these responses

specifically identified mining as the threat, and five referred specifically to Comstock Mining,

lnc. The second "threatened" sub-category identified county government as the threat (7 /

15 %), For example, County government is described as failing to protect the community,

Table 5.2.t Do you see these values as secure? Sustainable? Threatened?
Category Number of Responses

(68)
Percent of
total responses

Comments

Threatened 46

Mining 26146

County Cov't 7146

Other or unspeci{ied Bl+6

68%

15:l

28% Unspecified =

"threatened"
without explanation.

Sustainable 14 21%

Secure 5 7%

Other 3 4%

Total oo
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taking actions against the community, taking actions against the will of the community,

excluding the community from the decision making process, and as corrupt and unduly

influenced by Comstock Mining, lnc.

The values mentioned in Question 1 are seen as sustainable in t4 / zr% of responses.

Several describe sustainability as based upon individual residents and the strength ofthe

community, and 4 describe them as sustainable in the face of the threat from mining.

Five responses / 7% see the values in question 1 as secure, for the most part without

comment, however one response mentions the actions of residents as securing these

values.

"Other" comprises 5 | 7% of responses, ranging from "certainly not by mining," to

descriptions of Silver City as unique and tolerant, but threatened by lack of opportunities.

5.2.2 Responses

The responses are listed underthe categories described above, and some have been

shortened. See Appendix t for complete transcripts of all the survey responses.

Threatened
c Threatened
c Threatened
c Threatened

by protective rather than expansive thinking "l've got mine" type thinking
o Threatened
o Threatened

1. By mining a)carving the hills b)moking noise and c)lying to the residents ond
press obout rebuilding, employment and its contributions.
2. By impendingflash flooding. Most people don't clear debris (trees, iunk) out of
wdter path and culverts dre too smoll to allow water flow.

c Threotened
Threotened by CMI -

o Threatened (Two citizens jointly provided the following)
These values ore definitely threatened by the open pit mine planned for within the
town limits ond by a county ond stote Sovernment that excludes citizen input. There

is no democratic process. Our ability to live in the community is threotened ond the

financial loss of our home will be a disoster.
c Threatened
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No, our tolerant community stands alone ond is threotened by mining, which would
turn us into an open air factory of heavy industry ond our county government which
is corrupt and complicit is also o threat.

c Threatened
They are threotened by the actions of Lyon County government as a consequence of
ignorance, greed, and preconceived biuos (bias?) of this community

o Threatened
Well of course with the mining issue, the peoce and quiet, quality of air and freedom
to walk in the mountains oround the town is threatened.
People in town have been divided by the mining issue if not just plain uncomfortable
oround those with on opposing point of view. One way or another, everyone is

offected.
A lot of people have everything have invested in their homes which have follen in
value since the mine become o threot.

. Threatened
Given the presence of mining activities the peace and quiet is threaten ond often
absent.

c Threotened
o Threotened

Mining, threotens every ospect of ony value hereThe county should pay us for living
here since we couldn't sell any house here becouse of mining,lt is like living a quake

area my entire house shakes
o The serenity and silence are indeed threatened by the County & CMI

o Threatened
Current mining operations destroy the quiet noture of our town. The dust from the

mine is invasive and frustrdting. The constdnt drilling ond blasting ond trucks are not
compotibl e with residential communities.
We are threotened due to the zoning changes within and adiacent to the township

that allow many non compatible uses such os strip mining, top soil removal, pig

farming and other seemingly incompotible uses. These changes to our zoning, done

against the will of the citizens, make our community at risk.
. Threatened

These values are not secure. Comstock Mining and their plons for on open pit mine in

Silver City ore a truly dangerous threat to our community. A mine would completely

change and destroy Silver City os we know it.
CMt has also attempted to divide the community into pro' and anti CMI factions
resulting in personal conflicts which threoten the cohesiveness of our community.

o Threatened
Threatened mostly by mining plons. But definitely sustainoble'

. Threotened
People do not come to Silver City to find o iob or expand a careery they come to

enjoy a more quite, less hurried and frenzied environment. The threot of open pit
mining is not conducive to this goaL
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. Threatened
S ustai nab I e o nd thr e atened.

o There is no such thing as maintaining small town values in the " modern" world. lt's
over.

o Threatened
Threatened by Comstock Miningl Noisg dust, and big rigs going by woy too fost!

. Threatened
Peoce dnd quiet is being threatened by the mining operation.

o Threatened
I see them os threatened by mining and insecure due to lack of protection by the
county board. They are sustoinable with protection.

c lf mining is in or neor our town, I don't wont big puffs of dirt and noise in my foce.
o Threotened

The mining creeping closer on each side has us worried. Should we sell to keep
profit high ond where would we find such a great town if we did? We are
thrcotened and we do worry others will move out.

o Threatened
There is o definite threat from mining.

c Threotened
Do I see my lifestyle and property in Silver City sustoinoble? No. Do I see my
property and lifestyle in Silver City threatened? Yes.

o Threatened
These volues ore not secure because the town is under seige by Comstock Mining lnc
ond its wide-ranging influence over officials and groups.

. Thredtened
The landscapes and hills ore gashed by mining, rood closure, increased dust and
noise. Yes, we dre threotened.

o Threatened
The most threotened are quiet and view [quality of life ] by mining. Also threatened
are property values. The community is strong and should survive although it could
be domaged by people moving away.

o Threatened
I see the volues potentiolly threatened becouse of potential mining octivity which I

feel should not be port of a residentiol community.
o Threatened

I believe the obove values ore oll threatened by mining
c Threatened

Threotened-mainly by expansion of open pit mining
. Threotened

Threatened by the mining ond lorge trucks using highway
c Threatened. These values ore not secure ds long os the mining continues to threaten

our way of life here. The mining is loud, dusty, and they will eventually toke over this
community and destroy it.
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. Threatened

Quieg is sustoin able but threatened by mining
Secure; state of mind, perceive property values threotened by mining, sustainable!??

o Threatened
o They ore tremendously threatened by the proposed open-pit mine and current

exploration work.
o Fhreatened

Silver is very threatened by the minlng just next door. The quality of life is greatly
offected by noise and traffrc

c Threotened
o Threatened

Property values and rural community is threotened by expanding mining from
Storey County

c Threatened
No longer quiet or peaceful [constant 'beeping' , explosions, huge fioud
truckslltrafficViews have already been severely damaged Explosions ore causing
enormous omounts of dust [cousing breathing issues dmong other things] and
cracks in concrete foundations as well as cracks in drywall

t Threatened
This woy of living is sustainoble but I feel thot it is currently threotened and far from
secure.

o Two citizens jointly provided the following:
Not anymore wlthe presence of the mine. The mine has changed the rural setting
and if mine is allowed odjocent to the current houses, then silver city will become a

small town wf an ugly setting.
. No - not secure

Sustainable
c Sustainoble, if we keep out developers and other greed heods.
. Sense of community is sustainable if egos don't get overwhelming
o Threatened mostly by mining plans. But definitely sustainable.
o Sustainable and threotened.
o 5o long as th e present inhabitonts dre here, it will sustain. The combined will of the

community is the force thot will keep the environment in which we wont to live.
. I see them as threotened by mining and insecure due to lack of protection by the

county board. They are sustdinable with protection.
o Sustoinable.
o Sustainable.
o Quiet; is sustainoble but threotened by mining
. Some sustdinable unless there is dn open pit mine! in our town.
c This way of living is sustainable but I feel that it is currently threatened and far from

secure.
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The most threatened are quiet and view [quality of life ] by mining. Also threatened
are property values. The community is strong ond should survive olthough it could

be damaged by people moving away.

t believe Silver will stoy smoll because of locotion and terrain

Secure.
o Secure
a Secure

The security of these values is pretty much assured by the octions of those who live

here
Secure for now but olways the potential to become threatened by outside forces,
new residents, or change in general.

Very secure

Certainly not by mining
There is o feeling of tolerance here, sort of o feeling of freedom to be oneself, within
reasonable limits of course. This sets us oport from the rest of the stote, as far as I

know.
! do notfeel thot friendships are threotened, but I worry thot my children and those
of f riends do not see this ared as an attrdctive place to establish their own lives. This

hos less to do with the lifestyle in Silver City thdn the shortoge of opportunities in

Nevada in general.

a

Other
a
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5.3 Question 3.

How would commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or harm the quality

of life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be beneficial? What kinds would be

harmful?

Question 3 is also a more focused question asking respondents to express their

opinion, in terms of beneficial or harmful, about three general types of development.

Respondents' answers to the questions fell under the two overarching categories of

"beneficial" and "harmful," (Table 5.3.r and 5.1.2). These were further subdivided using the

types of development presented in the question-commercial, industrial, residential-and

others drawn from the responses themselves. The "other" category includes responses

which did not fit into the "beneficial" or "harmful" categories.

Table 5.3.t How would commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or
harm the quality of life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be beneficiat?
What kinds would be harmful?
Category:
Beneficial

Number of
Responses (62)

Percent of total
responses

Comments

Small business 15 zz% "mom and pop"
Residential 14 zt% Slow pace,

appropriate scale
Development (general) 10 15% Should be planned;

should create iobs.
Commercial 7 toY Unspecified.
Mining/lndustrial 5 8%

Bar/ Restaurant 4 O/o

lnfrastructure 4 O/o

Afts and culture 4 O/o

Tourism 3 5%

Historically appropriate 1 2%

Total 6l
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Table 5i.2. How would commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or
harm the quality of life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be beneficial?
What kinds would be harmful?
Category:
Harmful

Number of
Responses (47)

Percent of total
responses

Comments

Mining/lndustrial 24 46%

Development (general) 13 25% 5 stated "any"
development with
qualifications; 5

said "any"
development,
period.

Commercial 6 tz%
Residential 3 6%

Bars 1 z%

Total 47

Table 5.3.3. How would commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or
harm the quality of life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be beneficial?
What kinds would be harmful?
Category Number of

Responses (5)
Percent of total
responses

Comments

Other 5 too% Did not address

"benefit" or
"harm."

5.3.t Summary

Question 3 addresses three types of development likely to be proposed for Silver City

or its surroundings, and a number of other categories were developed from survey

responses. One or more of these types of development were seen as beneficial in 67

responses; one or more were seen as harmful in 47 responses. Five responses were

categorized as "Other." We did not ask whether development in and of itself was beneficial

or harmful. Nevertheless, a few responses categorically favored, or opposed,

"development." The category of "Development (general)" included responses that did not

explain the nature of the "development" they referred to.
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The responses give us a broad view ofthe types of development Silver City's

residents and property owners see as beneficial, and what types they see as harmful. Of tt9

total responses ,67 I 56% saw potential benefits to some types of development and 5z I 44%

saw potential harm. The residents and property owners in Silver City see development as

both potentially beneficial and harmful. The responses to question 3 show residents'and

property owners' attitudes are determined by the type, scope, and appropriateness of

potential development.

The top types of "beneficial" development (Table 5.3.t) are "Residential,"

"Commercial," general development, and "Small business." "Residential" development was

included in t4 | z1% of the "beneficial" responses, with the qualifications that it proceed at a

relatively slow pace and on an appropriate scale. Unspecified general development was

viewed favorably in toll5% of responses. Unspecified Commercial development was seen as

beneficial in7 lto%of responses, almost all with qualifications regarding size and scale, and

"Small business," or "Mom and Pop" establishments were seen as beneficialby t5lzz% of

respondents. Other conditions included creating iobs, appropriate locations, and planning

that benefits the entire community. Bar/restaurant was seen as beneficial in 416 % of

responses, and other responses listed arts and cultural development, historically

appropriate development, and infrastructure improvements as positive categories of

development. Mining/industrial development was described as beneficial in five responses,

representing 8% of all "Beneficial" responses.

Fewer responses (47) listed harmful types of development. The attitude toward

mining/industrial development stood out, with 24146% of responses listing it as a harmful

kind of development. General development was viewed as harmful in 13/25% of responses,

Ofthese 13 responses, 9 were opposed to development of any kind, while the others singled

out such things as "harmful to this community" or development that would "destroy town's

peace and quiet." Residential development was seen as a negative in 3 / 6% of "harmful"

responses, with "tract housing," "McMansions," and high density developments being

singled out. Six / tz% saw commercial development including large businesses as harmful.
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Four responses / 5% mentioned bars and restaurants as beneficial, while t I z% saw

them as harmful.

5.3.2 Responses

The responses are listed underthe categories described above, and some have been

shortened. See Appendix 1 for complete transcripts of all the survey responses.

Benefit the quality of Life in Silver City

Small business / "mom and pop"
. Bokery, coffee shop, more drtistic dnd craft sorts of business, d little market
. Smoll local businesses (two responses)
. A couple more momlpop retail operations
. Market likeYirginio City RV Park
o Do Dads [small businessl
o Doodads, restouront, low key, or o small shop like Doodads
o Smcll stores shops or cafes, thdt could olso serve os community gathering place
. Quiet cottage industry
o Cottage industry
o Small mom ond pops
o Small cafd
o Small mom dnd pop store
o Small locol businesses enterprises on mdin street
o Smoll "momlpop" businesses
r Small town-friendly business

Residential
o Residential, especially rebuilding and clearing out debris
o New homes
o A couple of new homes a year
. residential housing (two responses)
o Residential development at the pace we've experienced over the last 40 years
. Residential development if it was single fomily homes on spocious lots
o Slow poce of residentiol growth
o Slow residentiol growth
o Slow (t-or z residences per yeor) residential development
. Residential growth at o measured pace
o Residential development on acre or more lots
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. Houses need to be spread out

. Slow residentiol development
c Residential development is appropriate as on individuol development

Development (general)
o Development thdt creates iobs
c [develop outside Silver City] surrounding resources that create jobs
o Planned development thdt separate industrial and commerciol from residential
. Development
o Planned development that benefits the entire community
o Plonned development thot supports the noture of the entire community
. lnvestments in Silver City's Moin Street, with additiondl signoge, audio tour dpps
. Carefully planned expansion of locol events
. Add more people
c Medical center, pharmocy, public transport, bookmobite, coffee shop, access to hi_

speed affordoble internet, swimming pool

Commercial
o Limited commercial growth
o Commercial
o Commercial and residentiol octivity
. More commercial business in town
o Commercioldevelopment
o Afew businesses on Main Street
o Commercial zoning corridor for main street

Mining/hdustrial
. Mining
. Mining
. Mining
o lndustrialdevelopment
o Some kinds of industrial mightbe o.K. as long as it didn't degrade residents enjoyment of

their property

Bar/Restaurant
. Cofe bar restaurant
c Small cafd or dinner house
. moybe a bdr
. Cafdlbeerlwine restouront

lnfrastructure
. Close 341 permanently
c Pave High St.
. Flood control

Silver City Town Survey luly 5, 2016 Silver City Citizen Advisory Board



38

. Paved roads, better erosion control, "green" streetlights to make nights even
darker

Arts and culture
o Further development of a supportfor Silver City's decadeslong trodition of drt and

cultural r esource production
o Culturally appropriote ddditions such as locally owned specialty bookstores, coffee

shops, ort galleries, smoll museums, etc.
o Transforming a few existing properties olong Main Street as affordable artist

housing
. Expansion of support for the thriving arts community ond a life-enhancing progroms

such as the Ashram

Tourism
o Tourism ionon
c Donovan's Mill os a tourist sto p for a tour
o Development of Donovan Mill as a visitor attraction

Historically Appropriate
. dttention to historic nature of the community (two responses)

Harm the Quality of Life in Silver City

Mining/lndustrial
c Mining and any other "heavy industry"
. Large manufacturing ond industriol concerns
c Industrial development within and odjocent the confines of town
o Lettin1 a mine be at our front and bock door
o industrialdevelopment
o and industrial
. Mining
o lndustriol uses in ond adjacent to town
o industriol development within the town site
o Reinstitution of mining
. Open pit mining
. Mining
o Industrial
. Mining,
o lndustriol
c Pit mining in ond adjacent to Silver City; any type of heavy industriol operotion
c Mine in town
. Mining or other types of environmentolly bad activities
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. Pit mine

. Open pit within the town of Silver City

. industrialdevelopment

. lndustridl

. Further [mining] development

. More open pit mining

General development
o Any development within Silver City
c Any development except occosional single family residence
. Development is not necessary, keep it like it is
o Any development
o Any development that would destroy town,s peoce and quiet
o Anything noisy and too big
. Any development which moy be contrary to our community values of peoce,

hormony, and simplicity and enjoyment of the noturol environment
. Any development; most dny kind would be harmf ul to this community
o Any development would be harmful to our tifestyle
. Drdmatic populotion expansion
. Any commercial, industrial, ond residentiol development
c Groceries, Eas stdtion, whorehouse or mining company
. Limit oll growth

Commercial
o Commercial
o Commerciol
c Commerciol development within the town site
. large commercial interests
c Commercial
c Large businesses

Residential
o HiEh density residentiol development
o Tract housing and McMansions
o A housing development

Bars

o Development of taverns (bars, saloons)
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Did not address "benefit" or "harm."
o Small business would probably f ail
o Most locals would not frequent restaurdnts or bdrs
r Ridiculous to ponder development when we cannot depend on the highwoy to

remain open
o People, Government, Mining flisted os "bad"l
o The mine is here. We hove to live with it.
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5.4 Question 4.

What are the most important goals for Silver City?

Question 4 was the most open-ended question in the survey, and consequently produced

the most responses. Because the question addressed goals, the response categories for this

question often reflect actions to be taken, or not taken to reach those goals. ln some cases,

categories include actions to "maintain" aspects of life in Silver City or "deny" certain types

of development.

Table 5.4.r. What are the most important goals for Silver City?
Category Number of

Responses (89)
Percent of total
responses

Comments

Maintain Sense of
Community

21 24%

Deny growth 20

Mining tr/zo
lndustrial4/zo
Commercialt/zo
Residentialz/zo
Retail z/zo

23%

55%
zo%

5%

10%

1c%

lntrusive
High Density

Maintain, improve
infrastructure /
Safety

14 t6%

County Government,
Change relationship

9 to%

Maintain Quality of
Life

7 8%

Town Vision 4 5%
Maintain growth as

is
) 3%

Property
maintenance /
cleanup

3 3%

Limited wtining /
lndustrial Growth

2 z%

Park / Schoolhouse
Community Center

1 1%

Other 5 6%

Total 89
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5.4.1 summary

Question 4 received 89 responses, showing the multiple goals respondents have for

Silver City. Three categories relate to community and quality of life, and compris e 32137% of

the responses. These are "Maintain Sense of Comm unily" zrlz4%l "Maintain Quality of Life"

718%; and "Town Vision" 4l5%.The relationship with county government, and the related

category of "Maintain and lmprove lnfrastructure i Safety" together comprise 4126% of

responses. The 9 / to% responses dealing specifically with county government call for

improvements in the current relationship, in the form of a return to the ,,town meeting,,

format for Silver City Advisory Board meetings (in which issues are decided by a vote of

community members present), and increased or better representation. The responses

regarding infrastructure, 'r4l'16 %, refer to the water system, roads, internet service, and good

planning and implementation. An additional j /J Z responses advocate private property

maintenance and cleanup.

Three categories of responses dealt with growth as a goal. Two of them, together

comprising 5/5 % of responses, advocated limited mining/industrial growth and maintaining

growth "as is." A large number of responses, zo/23 %, saw denying, stopping, or disallowing

growth as a goal. of these, rr specifically opposed growth in mining and 4 opposed industrial

growth. Commercial, residential, and retail growth were opposed in 5 responses.

5.4.2 Responses

The responses are listed underthe categories described above, and some have been

shortened. See Appendix r for complete transcripts of all the survey responses.

Maintain Sense of Community
. Perk up our town - it should be o place people wont to live and stop ds visitors.
. Be left olone by outsiders
. Maintaining our obility to enjoy the peoce ond tranquility, and the satisfaction living in S

C brings us, without interference from outsiders with only a profit motive.
. To protect our close-knit community from those who would exploit this rdre

phenomenon: o hoppy healthy village.
. continue with community events dnd progroms so thdt those who don,t have eosy

occess to trdnsportotion (seniors and youngsters) have something to do here.
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. ln the long term Silver City must replenish itself with artists, musicions, entrepreneurs
and businesses people thot will grow and prosper the economy of Lyon County.

o Continue to foster community & support community members
o Maintain the strong sense of community thot has characterized the town. Do not let

issues imposed by outside influences divide us.
c To learn to work together as a community. Stand united as a community!
. To stdy united.
. To maintdin our community. The small, tight-knit historic rural community.
o Learning to work together. Less personal agendos, more whole community oriented

goals. Open to all members of the community.
. To continue to be o family friendly, dog and cat friendly town. To be a place where you

know your neighbors ond work together for d better community.
o To bring bock that fun, creotive place Silver City wos before CM!.
. To maintain our quolity of life and sense of community
o To keep the area as a residential community.
o The only goal I can think of is to continue to su pport ond tdke core of eoch other. Gool: a

community of good neighbors
c Retain its quality of small town community life
o To keep the Silver City community intoct
o To maintoin the one of o kind community we hove here.
. Mointoin o sense of community

Deny 6rowth

. Stop horrid mining
o To disallow industrial
. and high density residential development.
o To disallow intrusive commercial development.
. The most important goal for Silver city is to keep the mine away from our town.
. eet rid of mining
. no industrial
o or retail businesses.(two responders)
o To keep out development, especially, keep Comstock Mining out of our city timits.
. keep outCMl
. Short term 5 ilver City must stop industrial strip mining in ond adjacent to town ond

reverse the zoning chonges thot CMI paid the commissioners foro End the threat of mining forever
e No more mining nedr our town ever.
. Unfortunately, currently the most important goal is to simply survive ond resist the

onslaught by Comstock Mining Inc ond the people they've influenced.
. lndustridl activity of any kind has no business in a residential community.
. Mointoin our woy of life by stopping the destruction the mining company is doing
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. ln addition to stopping strip mining in Silver City, limit the hours the mines can work [or make
noisQ

o Maintain the peace by disallowing heovy industry in a residential area.

I nf ra structurei Saf ety
. Get better internet
. Good plonning ond implementation
. Clear woter paths of debris re: flash floods
. Keep Mdrlet Loke wdter for Silver City.
. Better streets (e.g. paved) erosionol controls (Two responders)
. Propertyimprovement.
o Keep it safe ond cleon
o Fix drainage issueslflooding [every time it rains there is significont domoge to driveways

fpersonal property] as well as ldrge dmounts of mud covering the roods, which requires
Lyon County to send out several trucks to scrdpe the mud off the roodslhighway, ond
street sweepers to spreod even more dust into the airl. Would be much more eff icientl
cost effective to fix the cause to begin with.

. Pdve rodds thdt hdve never been poved ond fix those thot are olready poved.
c Fix waterin9 issues ond sink holes at park. Find o solution to the weed problem at the

park fat one time inmates were broughtin to pull weedsletc. not sure why that no
Ionger happensl

o PLAN on the usual normal things like fixing the roads (has anyone noticed High Street,
dbove Et Street?) ond keeping up the park.

. Stay safe, small and quiet

. the county picks which roads they will keep up... we were told ours is not on their list. This is d,so
a safety issue,

. Secure the water system to allow residential growth at present rate.

Countv Covernment
. We need to strive to gdin some representation on the Lyon County Board of

Commissioners and on the Lyon Plonning Committee. We are currently not represented
or heord. (Two responders)

o Continue and enhance community services, That all homeowners ore treated fairly and
that preferentiol treotment is not accorded to those with contacts in Yerington or with
CMI.

o plon some protests in Yerington -maybe someone should run for Commissioner we
could support

o To let Silver City operote under the guidonce of our town council like it has for the past
5o plus yeors.

. Restore our right to vote in town meetings!
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more ops for interrelating and to make our concerns *cknowledged by our local
government.
Have infallible zoning to protect residentiol values ond sofety.
Bring back the straw poll let Silver City residents decide what is best for the town

Qrality of Life

. Ensure peace and quiet prevoil.

. Stay small, stdy low key

. Keep Silver City clean, quiet and weolthy.

. Keep it small. Keep it peaceful. Keep it quiet.

. To maintain our current excellent quality of life.

. fhe most impo rtant goals dre to maintain the quality of residentiat life, protect the residents
from the environmental hazards in this Superfund site, ond identify and safeguard the cultural
r esources. (T w o r espo nders)

Town vision

o sharing the message about Silver Cityts many ossets, and why the community should
be saved, should be a central goal

. Silver City should moke strategic plans to rent and sell homes to drtists dnd others who
love Silver City and wont it to survive, and to attract new residents who love Silver City
ond wont it to survive ds a residential community rather than on industridl site.. Continue to display relevance through music and drt in our town.

. Retain its character as part of the V.C. Historica! Landmark District

Maintain Crowth as is

. Mointain the city in an arrested state of decay
o To sustain.
. There is a need to preserve os much as possible our visuol corridor.

Property maintenance/cleanup

. Cleon up junk all around

. get those who have their property is such o stdte that it is dangerous, (i.e. the fallen
burnt house across highwoy from potty Marshdll,s or lots full of garbage) cleaned up. clean up all of the garbage in town. Enforcing people to keep thelr dogs on their own property.
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Limited Mining / lndustrial 6rowth

. Support its o ngoing trodition of mining, but only to the extent this d oes not conflict

with 1 or 2 (Retdin its chdracter as part of theV.C. Historical Ldndmork District; Retdin

its quality of small town community life
c Limited grovvth, single family residentiol only.

Park/Schoolhouse Community Center

. prevent horses from gaining access to pork. They do o lot of damoge within a few hours.

Other

. Whattown has "goa!s"? Towns ore made of individuols with their own goals.

. Staying alive and vitol.

. keep the druggies and drug making out of town

. Contribute to solving planetory justice & environmental issues

, I don't know
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5.5 Question 5.

What would you like to see the Lyon County Land Use and Development Code and the

Silver City Community Plan accomplish?

Question 5 is also comparatively open-ended, with the focus on upcoming issues involving

county land-use policy and Silver City. The responses fall into very similar categories as the

responses to Question 4, addressing development, quality of life, relationship with the

county, as well as an emphasis on the historic nature of Silver City.

5.5.t Summary

This question received 7t responses. The most frequently mentioned desired

accomplishment for the Land Use and Development Code and Silver City Community Plan

was to restrict or limit mining and/or industrial activity. Twenty-four responses 134 %, were

Table 5.5 What would you like to see the Lyon County Land Use and Development Code

and the Silver City Community Plan accomplish?

Response Number of
Responses (7t)

Percent of total
responses (7r)

Comments

Restrict / Limit
Mining lndustrial

24 34%

Maintain Quality of
Life

13 t8%

Restrict / Limit
Residentiali
Commercial
Development

9 B%

Change relationship
with BOCC

7 10%

Protect Historic
Nature of Silver City

5 7%

Favor Limited
Development

3 4%

Favor Unlimited
Development

1 t%

Other 9 tz%

Total 71
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in this category. An additional 9 responses / l3% wanted the Code and Community Plan to

restrict or limit residential and commercial development' Thirteen of the responses

restricting mining andi or industrial activity were unequivocal in their reiection, using terms

like "keep out," "get rid of," or "disallow." Others mentioned protecting Silver City from

mining and/or industrial activity, as well as controlling and regulating them. The responses

limiting residential and commercial development opposed high density, intrusive, or large

business development.

Four responses I 6%favored limited development, with one advocating

"unrestricted" develoPment.

Thirteen responses / 18% saw maintaining quality of life as what they would like to

see the Code and Community Plan accomptish. Five / 7% mentioned protecting the historic

nature of Silver City.

Seven responses / to% expressed frustration with the relationship with county

government. These responses mention the need to treat Silver City as a respected partner,

and ,.respect the knOwledge of planners and work in an unbiased manner." The responses

are also critical of the exceptions and changes that are made in land use codes that do not

reftect the interests of ordinary citizens. One response argued for the return to the "town

meeting" format for Advisory Board meetings.

5.5,2 Responses

The responses are listed underthe categories described above, and some have been

shortened. See Appendix t for complete transcripts of all the survey responses'

Restrict I Limit Mining I lndustrial
o Keep mining under control
. Lyon County Land l)se and Development code should require an suP for mining

exploration, and environmental impoct study before considering ony suP for mining

or industrial activitr (2)

. To protect us from mining and other corporate interests, from people or and company

which would exploit and destroy our way of life.

o To disallow industriol fdevelopment]
. Keep out mining
. Get rid of mining
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o lf mine octivities occur then creote regulatory stdtues to limit m ine activities - i.e. 8-5,
no weekends, no heavy equipent on public roads; maintain strict environmental
controls & penalties if broken (i.e. clean oir, erosion, dumping) (two responders)

o Keep mining under control
o The dnxiety caused by the possibility of open pit mining so near residences should be

addressed. Protection from heavy industryl mining within the town boundaries
should be poramount.

. Protect silver City from industrial activity, in-and-oround.
o No more mining neor our town. Keep Silver City beoutiful and smelling good ond not

like dirt.
o Tochonge the Master Plan to prohibit mining in Silver City.
. Keep the mining out of town.

o I would like to see both plons focus on "weolth creotion" rother than wealth
extrdction by outside interests. Wealth creotion is a term that tokes into account the
long term impacts on the heolth and wellbeing of locals. Allowing mining interests to
decide where and when they'll pit mine, and how they'll treat our communities in
Lyon County, is a recipe for environmental and economic disdster.

. Stop the encroachment of corporate industry into town limits.

. Industrial activity of any kind hos no business in a residentiol community.

. stopping the mining

. Bdnning certoin commercial and industrial development once and for olwoys,
o Keep mining out of surface and underground
. lt concerns me thot under tunneling could be corrupted dnd collopse tokingSilver

with it
o No industrial growth
t Prevent mines from expanding or additional [strip mines] from coming into Silver

CitY.

Quality of Life
. Keep Silver the way it is
o sustain the natural environment, and sofeguard the residential quality of the town.

(two responders)
. Silver City Community Plon should maintain and develop community resources such

as the school house, the playground, the park, ond the bandstdnd to be.lt should

seek to continue the quality of life we enioyed before mining development and

should resist control from outside unconcerned outhorities.
. Leave everything alone. We like it just os it is.
o I would like to see the Lond lJse and Development Code protect the qudlity of lif e in

Silver City and the rights of property owners within Silver City.

. Keep it small. Keep it peocefuL Keep itquiet.

. Protect lives ond health. Protect the home values here. Protect the air quality and the
water quality of Silver City citizens and guests.
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I would like to see it work to ensure quality of life and property values of residents,

To keep the area os a residential community.
Protect the hedlth and weolth and property values of the people who live here.

To continue to insure the smoll residentiol community thdt has been Silver City in

modern time.
Tohelp keep us a smoll town, leove us olone.

Restrict / Limit Residential /Commercial Development

o [disallowl high density residentiol development.
. To disollow in trusiv e commer cial development.
. Mointain low housing development wl no business development. (z)

. Sustoining what we hove - no commerciol enterprise, only personal development

. Protect the t own from development and growth.
o No large com mercioUtourism businesses.

. Banning certoin commerciol and industrial development once and for always.

. Limit growth [residenti al]

Frustration with Lyon County Board of County Commissioners

. I,d like to see silver city treated as o respected portner in our dealoings with the

Lyon County gov't, as it once wds in the past. t feel thiat we have lost our 'voice' ond

are no longer listened to nor respected. (two responses)

. cet our town meeting back ogain so we can actually express our opinions & vote on

issues -
c The land use plon hos no protections for land owners ond only serves to enrich the

elected county officiots by atlowing them to sell changes to developers and mining

componies. The lost land use plan hod hundreds of exemptions, vorionces and

changes in the firstyeor that did not honor the work done on the plon by the

community or protect the residential property owners. Fronkly, unless this changes,

the land use planning process is iust d scam for the commissioners to mdke money

selling exemptions to the wealthy. Normal home owners ore left with the real rusk

that the commissioners will allow o,,pigfarm" next door to their home dnd simply

change the zoning and the master plon to accommodate the friend, family
members or wealthy donors request.

r No point eve n thinking about them unless they are binding- 7 ? of the affected

citizens f or exce Ptio ns

. Legal land use codes should not be chonged by profit making carpet baggers'

o we need a county government that would respect the knowledge of planners and

work in an unbiased manner to oll citizens.
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Protect Historic Nature of Silver City

. protect the historic ndture of the
Comstock

o A buffer zone to protect Silver City history.
c I would like to see it work to ensure quality of life ond property values of residents,

as well as the historic londscope andthe environment.
. Protectthe londmark.
c Developin{ S.C. as a historicresidential community.

ln Favor of Limited Development

. Eliminate land use and development restrictions
o Towork with reasonoble limitations for everyone concerned!
. Encourage smoll commercial
. Keep the town o residential orea with the possibility for a few momlpop businesses.

Other

o lt wouldbe o worthwhile accomplishment for more of our streets and roads to be

regulorly maintained. Seems thot one or two ore maintoined while the rest are ignored.

o The community plon is o chance to estoblish o consensus regording Silver City's

future development.
o Protect ond support the wonts & needs of the majority of residents as determined by

this survey & other meons.
. No opinion.
c As I understand it we olready hove a plan that is satisfoctory. I see no reason to change

it.
. Creote an environment thot fosters o more positive and diverse community of people

ond businesses.
c cleaning up the gorbage in town.
o I would like to stick to the plan we set forth
. Try and adjust to the realities of the moment and plan for the future Connot comment

becouse not knowledgeoble re: code and plan
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5.6 Question 6.

What other issues or concerns are important to you?

The responses to Question 6 fall into many of the same categories prompted by

euestions 1-5, however they do indicate residents and property owners have issues and

concerns in addition to the basic points touched on in responses to the other survey

questions.

5.6.t Summary

Two categories of responses, lnfrastructure and County/Public Services along with

politics, Governrnent, and law enforcement comprise 19 I 37% and t4 | z7% of responses,

respectively. Together they make up 33 I 6+% of responses. With respect to infrastructure, 7

responses refer specifically to roads and drainage, with occasional flooding seen as

impacting roads. Other responses in this category refer to senior citizen transportation, bus

stop safety, speed limits and traffic noise, securing and maintaining the town water supply,

and a sewage system,

Category Number of
Responses (55)

Percent of total
responses

Comments

lnfrastructure and

County Services,
Public Services

19 35% lmprove, what?

Politics,
Government, and
law enforcement

14 z6%

Mining 7 B%

Quality of Life 4 //"
Environment 3 O/o

CommunitY Events 2 4%

Dogs 2 4%

Post Office 2 +%

Development 1 z%

Weapons 1 2%

Total 55
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Eight ofthe r4 responses categorized as Politics, Government, and Law Enforcement

reiterate the desire to return to the town meeting form of Advisory Board decisions.la The

current system is seen as suppressing "discussion and community spiritl" Lyon County

government is also seen as not representing the best interests of citizens, and one response

noted "A need to enhance lanes of communication between Silver City and the government

of Lyon County." Two respondents mentioned "keep taxes low."

The remaining responses, comprising a total of 23 responses I q+%, fall within 7

categories ranging from concerns about mining and its negative impacts, 8 / 15%, to quality

of life,4l 8%. Other categories with 1-3 responses include the post office, environment,

development, community events, dogs, and weapons. These are basically reiterations of

issues mentioned in questions 1-5.

5.6.2 Responses

lnfrastructure and County Services, Public Services

. Storm wdter drainage & erosion of city streets
o Need to improve the roods in the community. (two residents)
. continued development of the cemetery. (two residents)
. j'd and 4'h Streets could use some attention
o Continued County attention to our infrastructural needs.

c fix the chip seal by the post office & uphill
. Road safety, maintain quiet, dark skies.
. Our seniors lack of tronsportation to hospitals, doctors, grocery stores. We shou ld have a

minivan f or three-times-weekly ride-sharing to CorsonlRenolVC.

o j'd and 4th streets need attention! Timely snow plowing [if we ever have a good winter again!]

o The status of the repdirs to 5R342

. The safety of the chitdren at the bus stop and some of the truck traffic from the mining site.

. Water security- we have a supply to the town thot is in peril by environmental occurrences [i.e.
earthquakel , extreme neglect of supply pipeline, imminent danger of damage by current mining

activities, historical lack of attention by Lyon County, flood control througho ut th e town site. There

are three major druinages; Americon Creek, Gold Canyon and LongValley [truck route]. All cause

flood damage and danger to resid,ents safety.
. Keeping water safe and ovailoble
. Decrease woter costs, Improve water system and develop sewage system

1a prior to adoption in 2012 by the Lyon County BOCC of standard bylaws covering all Lyon County citizen advisory

boards, the Silver City Advisory Board Bylaws required all actions and/or recommendations by the Advisory Board

be put to a vote of the community members present at the meeting.
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Create a "quiet zone" through the canyon such as on the Americdn River in order to limit the noise

mostly caused by motorcycles with loud pipes and blaring stereo systems. Possibly hove them

detoured through the truck route [even if it is just dudng the Street Vibrations],

some wdy to control the speeding on mdin st.

We need to get a zo mph speed limit to be enf orced by law in town and pave 4th street

Politics, Government, and Law Enforcement
c We need to assert our freedom of speech in the form of voting. This constitutional right

has been taken owoy by Lyon County. we need to be oble to vote at town meetings. The

ACLU needs to join us.

. Keep low taxes (two citizens)

. Return our democrocy
o rewrite the master plon section the commissioners odded requiring us to occept mining
o t hate the fact thot t have to get permission to point my house o specific color buy my

mining company neighbor can strip mine without so much as a permit. I would like to
see Silver City removed from the Comstock Historic District. It is not fair thot o mining

company can industrially strip mine in the district and destroy the historic fabric of the
community and I have to beg permission to put in o sliding door-

c I am saddened to soy thot t no longer feel thot our locol government has the best

interests of its citizens in mind. Twenty years ogo you could go toYerington to speak to
County government and know that even if commissioners did not ogree with your

opinions, ond position on o subiect, you would get a respectful hearing. People like Dini

and Lommori might have different views thon you, but you felt that they were honest

and caring. Most of whot I hove seen of current county leadership makes me

emborrossed.
c A need to enhance lanes of communicotion between Silver City and the government of

Lyon County.
. Law enforcement response time to Silver City is dbout 30 to 45 minutes, or soon enough

to toke notes. Some people hove livestock and need to protect them from vorious

coyotes, bobcats, foxes, skunks, weasels, ferol dogs ond cots, etc. We ore rural and

don't need restrictive lows like highly populoted oreas do.

c The safety and well'being for every person who lives here!

o Threat to our way of lif e and taking owoy our voice.

. Lock of political representation for Silver City residents. We do not have the enormous

wealth and power thdt CMI is using to curry fovor with our politicol representotives ot
the local, state ond federal level, and thot should notbe a borriers to our
representdtion. Our elected officials should be studying the situotion ond basing land

use ond Master Plan decisions on long term outcomes that ore best for the community .

. The implementation of the Open Meeting Law has essentially taken away the voice of
citizens by denying each person o vote and suppressing discussion and comynunity spirit!

. The County appeors to consider the 5.C. folks and history as throw-away commodities.
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Mining
. Cetting CMt and its open pit mine out of the city limits. (two residents)
. I am concerned about the ongoing hidden as well as obvious effects of the mining

dctivities. There are effects to our wild life. I recently encountered o rattlesnoke, the firs
one since t958, and it was within o couple of feetfrom my door. The loss of our direct
access to Virginia City services is a major concern. It greotly increoses the response time
of emergency services to Silver City.

o Mining - I hear them every time I take my p???ny to potty - dt 2:oo AM
. Keep Comstock Mining out of the city limits.
o The divisiveness of the introduction of large mining into our community has damaged

our town.
. Comstock Mining

Quality of Life
. Try ond adjust to the reolities of the moment and plon for the future
. Our continued quolity of life
o I'm concerned that we are dn oging population ond if our quality of lif e ond the exception

community thot has been creoted here is to be mointained we need to add younger people

and families.
c Quality of life.

E-nvircnmcnt
c I would like to see Silver City go sol6r powered. And reject single use plastics.

. Preservation of the environment.

. I don't want to be sick from dirt in the air.

Community Events
. regular soup I potlucks
. t would attend more town functions if they had them.

Dogs
. Dogs poopingin the pdrkwhere our children play. Some people don't keep their dogs on

their own property. I see unottended dogs pooping in the pork every day. It is

unsanitory for onyone ploying on the grass.

o Address the issue of dogs running witd thru Sitver City with no supervision [there hove

been several dogbitesl. Additionolly no one picks up ofter them specificolly ot the pork.

Post Office
. Post office hours should be g-1. Most people loved morning to do business,

tz - 4 hours people are out ond can't do business

. Postdl service
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Development
. Just no development.

Weapons
. Weopons being f ired [especially in high fire danger areas].
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5.7 question 7.

Do you feel safe in Silver City? What contributes to this feeling of safety? What threats do

you see to your safety?

Questions 7 and 8 were included in the survey at the request of the Lyon County

Sheriff's Office. The responses were submitted to the Sheriff for complete analysis and

interpretation.

Table 5.7.t
Do you feel safe in Silver City? What contributes to this feeling of safety?
Response Number of

responses
Comments

Yes 46 t6 responded onlv with "yes"
Contributors

Community, neighbors, people
Law enforcement, fire dept.
Gun ownership
Lack of criminals

lo I 6S%

zz I +9%

5111%
2l 4%

t lz%
What threats do you see to your safety?

Response Number of
responses

Responses identifying threats 22

Mining related traffic, dust,
pollution, social conflict
Crime, drugs
Traffic
Natural disaster
Other

rclq6%

slzl%
)114%
2l 9%

2l 9% lncludes "crooked politicians" and
inadequate law enforcement.

Table 5.7.2
What is an appropriate response time for a callfor service in a non-life threatening
situation? A life threatening situation?
Non-life threatening 3o min or less 10-6o min t-3 hrs >3 hrs

Responses (tz total ) tz 138% t lzz% 6lrg% llzz%
Life-threatening As soon as

possible
t5 min or
less

t5-3o min 30-60 min >t hr

Responses (l+ total) Tlzz% zt I 6z% 5lzt% o t lt%
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Other

Eleven responses were classified as "other." These either did not address the questions, or

included statements unrelated to the questions. They nevertheless represent residents'

thoughts and opinions (see Responses below).

5.7.1 summary

A complete analysis of Questions 7 and 8 will be teft to the sheriff's Department. However, it

is ctear that residents and property owners feel safe in silver city, and that the sense of

community is the most important factor in this feeling. only 8 responses mentioned the

more commonly perceived threats of crime, drugs, and traffic as threats to safety, and no

one mentioned the gang-related issues that concern residents in other parts ofthe county'

The desired response time to a life-threatening situation of either "as soon as possible" or

within r5 minutes is very close to the actual time it takes deputies to respond to an

emergency in Silver CitY.

5.7.2 Responses

Do you feel safe in Silver CitY?

o Yes.

o Yes.
o I feel safe in Silver City.

o Yes.
r Yes.
. My sdfety daily is up to me. Don't feel overtly safe. Don't open door to strongers.

Aiert ot dark. Hate those peddlers - meant ond fish guys who race house to house,

jump out of the car ond ring your bell

. I feel safe
c I feelvery safe here

. We feel safe.

c Silver City is safe
c t am not a fearful person. I feel safe here at the same time I feel betrayed by the

ignoranceondactionsofLyoncountyCommission.Theydonothovemysofetyond
wellbeing in mind. Thot is o thredt.

o l)nless there is o known vagrant dbout town or excessive and errdtic troffic ot a

certain house (which hos hoppened several times), I feel safe. I still lock the doors to

buitdings and vehicles. After tiving here since 1987, I have never experienced
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vondalism, theft or threat to myself or property, but know of o few who hove in the
lost fi yedrs,

. I feel pretty sofe in Silver City.

. Yes (Do you feel safe in Silver City circled) my shot gun (arrow pointing to "Lyon
County Sheriff's Department") Th ey con abolish it as for as I'm concern

o Yes I feel sofe from personal harm
. I feel very safe in Silver City.
o Yes.

. I do not have mony fears about my safety from crime in Silver City.
o l've lived in Silver City since t989 and never needed to lock my home or my cars -

it is a remarkably safe place to live.
. I feel safer in 5.C. thdn in most places
o I have always felt sofe in S.C

o Yes.l feel sofe.
. I feel very sofe in Silver City.

o Mostly safe
o Yes

. I feel sofe here.

c Yes ond alwoys I have felt safe, even though the; police [sheriff] and fire department

ICLCFD] don't have a current ond accurote mdpping of town.
o Yes,

. Overall I feel safe in Silver City

. Yes I feel sofein Silver.

. Yes I feel safe
o For the most part, yes!
. Yes,

. Yes.

. Yes.

. Yes

o Yes

o Yes.

. I feel very safe in Silver CitY.

. Yes.

. Feel safe now.
c We have hod no problems here for years (six or seven).

. Yes.

o No Opinion
c Yes,l feel safe.
. No threats.

What contributes to this feeling of safetyl
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. Cood people

. Community (Silver City and the broader Comstock community) is close nit and

supportive
o I feel that our relationships with one another and watching out for each other

helps keep us safe.
. neighbors watching outfor eoch other
o I know all the people jp and down my street dnd know I could go to any of them for

help.
o the quality of work done by the sheriff's deportment
. having the ability to defend ourselves
o the close knit community
o I believe our neighbors watch out for one another.

. Most petty disturbdnces are deolt wl locally wl law inforcement generally quick to
respond by bigger problems.

c I know most peopte who liver here ond know what to expect. We know who our

trouble mdkers are - and con deal with them
o Hostility, theft, dnd other conflicts are relotively rare ond are usually resolved either

with hetp from the sheriff Dept or when the offenders move away.l don't see any

immediate threots to our safetY.

. t feel safe because of my good neighbors ond the small size of Silver City.

c I have not hod many interactions with county low enforcement, but my general

feeling is that they are doing a reosonobly good iob.
o lt's a place where neighbors look out for neighbors.
o I know my neighbors and who I can count on for help. The threat I see comes from

our county government who cleorly does not odvocote for our community ond in

fact see hostile toword the concerns of the town.
c I think the greatest contribution to this is our sense of community and the fact that

it is smoll. Everyone knows everyone and there don't seem to be criminols living

here.
. There appedrs to be no crjminal element living in or around silver city- in addition,

my dogs let me know if anyone is within a few hundred feet from our house!

c I know all my neighbors and can rely on them in times of need. caring neighbors'

o We who live here alt look out for eoch other and it is a very close knit community. My

neighbors.
. owning guns make me feel safe

. Neighbors ond smoll community without outs ide forces make us safe'

. People helping each other.

. I know my neighbors.
c There ore members of the community with the skills to help in time of need'

o Even on darker nights, it's only dn occasionol dogwho's out and obout. Firewire'

ofter Patricia and Kip ore home, no worries. Ddytime - some fire worry but Lyon

Countylstorey County do show as quickly as they can. The police have been very

good ot answering calls quicklY.
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. My neighbors, we watch outfor each other.
o Living with safe people.
c Our neighbors watch out for us.

What threats do you see to your safety?

. Mining trucks and large equipment, hedvy trdffic, air pollution and dust pollution, toxic
dust, out-of-town folks around.

o Pollution and explosions too close to our house.
c natural disasters.
c crooked politicians.
. The possibility of localized flooding f rom above the town needs to be addressed, more

than just sandbogs. Personal sofety is on issue for all of America. Elderly care could be
compromised by the loss of utilities.

. roving perps looking for an easy mork.
c We feel open pit mining in the community and the troffic greatly exceeding the speed

limit through town and at the intersection of j4r ond 342 are threots to safety.
. Silver City used to be one of the sofest places on earth. Now we have residents who are

receiving benefits from CMI in some woy and feel that they must intimidate or threaten
residents who oppose CMI.

o Mining is the biggest thredt to sdfety. lt disconnected some pipes in my house becouse
of blasting

o The only threat is motorcycles ATV'sIOHV speeding through the dirt streets.
o This is a list of threats and actions I have heord about from folks unwilling to come

forward out of fear: There have been threats to parents to turn them into child
protective services, there have been threats to horass Silver City residents at their
workplaces and to try to get them fired, there have been thredts of lowsuits, there hove
been death threots focused on people who supported Silver City by coming to Yerinton
to testify. There have been threats to have people orrested for drug use. No one dares
report threats to the Sheriff for feor of reprisals from within the system. CMI employees
have confronted children in dn attempt to intimidate parents. CMI employees hove
spread rumors about residents in order to damage their business. CMI 'family' removes
items from public bulletin boards ond attempts to black any civic communication within
the town.

. Poverty & substonce obuse related crime.

. open pit mining
o The only threats l've experienced have come from outside the town. Those include

drunken motorcycle drivers coming from Virginia City during their tourism events,
and CMI's disturbance of mercury and arsenic in the Superfund sites near Silver City.
I've also experienced the traffic dangers created by CMI's closure of part of State
Route J42, which has led to a dangerous detour at SR 342 and SR 34r because drivers
coming down from Virginia City "roll" the stop sign. Drought and fire pose threats to
safety as well.
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. I am concerned about the safety of downtown with mining trucks on the main road. I
worry about dogs and kids being injured.

. biggest threat - drug users and their need to raise money by any means; Second threat
- occasionol use of area as a refuge for socialpaths- such as our recent pedofile epidemic

o only traffic.
o there are several heavy illegol drug users [meth] who make me feel very uncomfortable.

There have been instonces of break-ins and threots ogainst women very near my home.
There are severol people wandering around town very late at night/early morning and
there is rorely d police presence.

c There are always drug people in small communities posing a threot wlpotential burglary
ond the comings and goings of strangers

c Collapsed mine shofts, due to mining dnd earthquokes
c When there is on issue ond the Lyon County Sheriff's officers never respond. This is the

only town I know of that isn't patrolled by deputies on o regular basis. It's like we don,t
motter.

o The only threats, in my opinion, are, there ore a few residents in town who ottract
transients thot ore allowed to camp out in their front yard or on their couch andwe
have hod z quads stolen due to those people who ollow transients to comp out here in
town.

o Pollution from stirring up old mining chemicals.
. Growth makes us unsafe.

What is an appropriate response time for a call for service in a non-life threatening situation?
A life threateninE situation?

. one day I one day
r One hour / 5 minutes.
. 15-20 mins f to mins
. 2o-3o minutes I t5 minutes
o For a small town like silver city a volunteer response followed by city

servicesf emergency response w oul d creat conf idence
. Do feel I would have a fast response time going by my 9r calls (3 over the years) for

med assistonce.
. t hour if it's truly non-life threotening and dispdtch should tell coller response will

take that long / lmmediate if life threotening. My experience for volunteers dnd EMT
was no more thon rc minutes.

c An hour ? I Considering our relative isolation - 10-15 min. would be nice
. an hour I t5-zo mins (considering our somewhot remote location)
o 3o minutes I as fost as possible; 5 minutes can be the difference between life and

deoth.
. 1-24 hours I 1o minutes or less

. maybe onetotwohours I Response for a life threatening situltion is my biggest
concern for Silver City. I understond our first responders ore typically from Virginio
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thdt roodwoy, the response would probobly be double that using 341. Fast enough

for d heort attdck victim, for example?
. Faster thon d day
o I don't believe they think we ore not humons, I don't expect them to respond.l don't

need them to respond Just stoy in Yerington & try not to burn down the school

house , again
o Both less than zo minutes - includingfire response time.
c Probably con't expect much more thon % hour given distances for police to respond

to anything - we do have IVFD for life threatening so probobly thot's covered - but
cops wl sirens & lights could arrive in zo mins ?

. Non-life threatening 2-3 hours. I hove colled the Lyon County Sherrff and had the
never show up. I needed on occident report for on insurance claim. I ln a life
threatening emergency I would coll the Storey County Sheriff. I would expect a life
thredtening situation to toke 45 to 90 minutes for Lyon Sheriff to respond.

o holf hour or 45 min I t5 min max.
. 24 hrs. / 5 minutes
o ln a non-life threatening situation, a few days or even a week would be fine with

me. ln a life threatening situation, as soon as possible, of course, but we do live in
a geographically large county

o "Non-threatening" is too broad a term- assdult mdy not be "life=threotening" but
needs a quicker response than a lost wollet. May need better phone assessment. I A

life-threatening situation requires immediate response and the fastest way to give
aid.

. I'm not sure I om ? ? ? for either. lf I report o robbery, l'd like some attention to it on
the doy I reported it. In d lif e-threotening situdtion-as soon as humanly possible!

. probobly within an hour or so las quickly as possible-within minutes!
c jo minutes I 6 minutes
. some day /with our volunteer fire dept. and neighbor intervention we often have

response within a few minutes and each second counts
. zo mins I life- 5 min-hopefully asap
. depends on the situation I immediote to 5 minutes is dppropriote.
o We're not thot far oway from the authorities, conditions con affect o response time.

Still they have to know where the street and address is ond where the fire hydrants

are.
. t hour I 10 minutes
. 10-15 minutes I immediately.lt seems Silver City is the red heoded step-child and

always at the bottom of the list for response from low enforcement.
. 5 to 10 minutes
o rc min I Life threotening 5 min
. 15min l4to5min

. Right away.
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Thirty minutes / Five minutes.

Half an hour I Ten minutes. Too much can happen in five minutes! Response times

need to be documented and assessed to see where the problem is,

Thirty minutes I Fifteen minutes.

One hour I ASAP!

Thirty to thirty-five minutes.

The same doy I Fifteen minutes, mox.

As quickly as possible - hopefully under fifteen minutes I Five'to'ten minutes could

be too much. t'd like to see on in town, permanent teom of paramedics. One could

still have doyslone night. They could work from home.

Whatever response time con now be doubled or tripled with the closing of 342.

One-half hour I Twenty minutes.

The only time we hod a need, the poramedics were here quickly. Yery hoppy and

secure with what is ovailable.

When challenged, response time olways seems too slow, however what is seen as

response is good deoling with the size of our county.

As soon as possible.

Sixty-to-ninety minutes. Depends on importance of the situation: barking dogversus

break-in.

Other
a That is why a responsible armed citizenship is helpful. Thot being soid, sensible ottention

to mental illness in citizens in the community must be on important element in safety.

These people should not hove access to guns dnd reasonoble controls should be enacted

to help ensure safety.

We do not see how the gun ordinance you are writingwill help reduce the 7o some odd

calls you received in regard to heoring gun shots. lt might help to osk the community to

inform their neighbors when they are Soing to use or have used a gun and to exploin

why to eose people's minds.

Over-policing detrocts from the public good.

A couple of years ago, a neighbor needed ossistance when his grown son had a seizure

and fetl off a lodder. t, os many other neighbors thot heard the father shouting the name

of hisson in distress, colled 9t-r. You don't want to know how longittook onyoneto

show up. The son wos cared for by emergency folks when they got here... -but if they

had to trdvel the truck route to gethere,l hote to think. On onother issue, twice,

emergency folks hove come to my house lhinking they were dt the house in

need... ..something needs to be done to make sure emergency folks have up to ddte

mops ond oll roads ore marked by the county.

There is on occasional pronkster who lets me know they were around by mokingtheir

presence obvious. I hove not been the victim of theft or vandolism, so for so good'

commerciol or industriol development might couse concern for personal and property

safety tike most urbon areas. I dm a bit concerned obout the rottlesnake encounter.
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. Police and ambulance con't find my house on ther best doy. Response time is mesured in

hours & days. Accordingly, I am ormed to the teeth, as ore most 5.C. resedents. I just
don't expect public service to show until after I have handled the situdtion (historical
presedent!)

e Protect us from big-city cop dttitudes & hire police who are compdssiondte and humane

. I om concerned that the mandgement of CMI has purposely vilified the Silver City

resistonce and focused all their companies failures to perform on the efforts of locals to
block the mine. They have creoted on environmentwhere their employees feel their
livelihood depends on CMI getting permission to strip mine within Silver City. This focus
on Silver City as the reason for further CMI layoffs, delays ond problems displaces their
employees anger towords anyone who opposes the mine for any reason. CMI';
managements failures are likely to be blamed on locol resistance ond retaliation my
include property damage or violence directed at the home owner opposition to
residenti al strip mining.

. it is not reasonable to expect immediate response unless were willingto pay more
taxes to pay for additional emergency respondersffirst responders. l'm not interested
in the county having more police officers, but would support and gladly pay more
taxes to increase fire and EMT services. I would also support funding for
implementing evidence based programs that have been successful in other states for
treating, preventing and responding effectively to mental illness and alcohol and
other drug addiction. This would greatly decrease emergency calls, especially for
domestic violence, child abuse and vehicle accidents.

o 7 We have been doing just fine.
. more development and traffic could lead to less sofety- but possibly be beneficial to the

economy of the city
. lt would be nice if the town was able to enforce the speed limit on moin street
. lt used to be said that Silver had its own vigildnte group...butl think those guys have

died or are too old to carry the torch. Admittedly, I felt safer when they were
mysteriously present.

o There is minimal traffic off the highwoy.
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5.o SUMMARY AN D CONCLUSIONS

The Silver City Advisory Board undertook the town survey understanding that there

were no simpte answers to the questions facing our town, nor would it be a simple task to

capture the wide ranges of ideas and opinions held by Silver City residents and property

owners. With that in mind, we designed the survey to give the respondents as much latitude

as possible to present their answers, while still providing the Advisory Board with accurate,

useful information.

The survey began by establishing how Silver City residents and property owners

perceive themselves and their town. lt asked what was important about living in Silver City,

and how residents and property owners assess the current state of these important

elements. The survey asked respondents to evaluate more specific types of potential

development in light of these broader concepts' lt then asked for an expression of

overarching goats, and concluded with questions examining official Iand use code, plans,

and land use decisions in light of Silver City's values and goals.

The Advisory Board learned from the Silver City Town Survey that:

Sitver City has a strong sense of community and residents and property owners

understand and are aware of what it means to be member of a community. This is

shown by the number of residents and property owners (close to half the adult

residents) who took the time to respond to a survey which asked not only for

their opinions, but presented the opportunity for written explanations of those

opinions.

Silver City residents and property owners see this sense of community, the people

in the community, its physical setting, and "peace and quiet," as the things they

value most about living in and owning Property in Silver City.

Residents and property owners see their community and its values as threatened,

primarily by mining development but also by Lyon County's failure to protect the

community from this threat.
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Silver City residents and property owners are neither pro- nor anti-development.

They favor development when it is seen as appropriate for the community in

nature and size, and oppose it when it is seen as conflicting with the community,

or harmful to its setting and environment. Slow, small scale residential growth

and small, "mom and pop" businesses are seen as beneficial development.

Mining and industrial development are seen as harmful, with mining singled out

as the most threatening form of development.

The overarching goal for Silver City residents and property owners is to maintain

the sense of community and quality of life, and to fend off mining and industrial

development. Other important goals include maintaining and improving

infrastructure and safety, and changing the town's relationship with county

government.

The residents and property owners of Silver City would like to see the Lyon

County Land Use and Development Code and the Silver City Community plan

further the goals of maintaining the sense of community and quality of life.

Finally, development issues aside, Silver City residents and property owners

recognize the importance of maintaining streets and proper drainage, improving

Silver City's representation and relationship with county government, and a

number of other issues regarding the post office, community events, dogs, and

weapons.

The Silver City Advisory Board recognizes that each issue or decision that comes

before it must be considered on its own merits, and that in making recommendations to the

Lyon County BOCC it is also important to communicate both majority and minority opinions.

The survey provides the Advisory Board with a valuable tool for use in discussions and

recommendations. lt does not dictate what specific action should be taken, however the

results clearly show the general sense of the community with respect to the three land use

policy issues currently or potentially facing Silver City.

. The Lyon County Land Use and Development Code (Title r5).
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The Advisory Board has played an active role in the discussions and development of

Title r5, especially with respect to mining chapter (Chapter 316). The Advisory Board

has been a strong advocate of meaningful, effective regulation of mining proiects

and their impacts on Lyon County and Silver City residents and property owners.

Advisory Board members have submitted recommendations and argued strongly

before the Lyon county Planning commission and the Lyon county Bocc in favor of

prohibiting mining within Silver City, and exercising strict control over mining pro,ects

in the surrounding areas of the county through a robust special use permit process.

These efforts predate the silver city Town survey, but the survey results indicate

support for the Advisory Board's continued efforts in this area'

o The Silver City Community Plan.15

The silver city Town survey provides information and guidance on a number of

aspects of the community Plan. Amongthem are "issues that are unique to each

community" and the "specific vision, goals, policies, strategies and land use pattern '

. . as determined through a community ptanning process." A community plan also

includes ,,the views of the community's desired development for the future," and the

town survey obviously has a strong contribution to make in this area'

1s community plans are defined in chapter 10 ofthe Lyon county comprehensive Master Plan, p 10.4:

Bdsed on the lromework estqblished in the county-wide Component, the community Plans oddress issues thot ore

unique to eoch community. The community Plans provide the specilic vision, gools, policies, strotegies ond lond use

pottern for eoch identilied community os determined through o community plonning process The Plons ond mops

contoin the detoiled informdtion obout eoch community and the views ol the community's desired development lor
the future, They ore intended to ensure thot the distinctive chorqcler oJ eoch community is estoblished, mointoined,

ond enhqnced.

Policies ore established in the community Plon thot dpply stricily to the delined community ond deol with issues

that ore ol speciol concern to thot community. These may include policies thqt contdin more detqiled requirements

for lond use, devetopment, or public improvements thon ore identilied in the chqpters of the county-wide
'component. 

The community Plqns moy also contqin detqiled implementotion meqsures. These oction meqsures cqn

oddress issues such os design stondards ond speciol use provisions. The gools dnd policies contoined in the Mqster

Plon's county-wide component olso qpply tothe oreos covered by o Community Plon'
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. Potential development proiects within or affecting Silver City.

The Silver City Town Survey shows the Advisory Board should consider future residential

and commercial proiects in light of residents'and property owners' advocacy of slow

paced, single family residential development and small scale, "mom and pop"

commercial development. The Advisory Board has opposed mining development within

the town of Silver City going back to 1986, and continuing through support of the 2o1o

Master PIan, and opposition to the Master Plan Amendment and zone changes made by

the Lyon County BOCC in 2014. The Silver City Town Survey indicates very strong

community support for the Advisory Board's continued opposition, in principle, to

mining and industrial development proiects within Silver City.
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Silver City Town Survey

This survey is designed to allow you complete freedom to express yourself and/or your opinions. you
can answer in one or two words, or you can write an essay. lt's u p to you. Also, please feel free to
address any issues not covered by the survey questions.

. What do you value most about living in or owning property in Silver City? (please make a

list if necessary and rank in order of importance.)

Lack of Government regulation and planning.

Sense of community
The freedom my kids enjoy
Spoce to do whot we enjoy - hiking, biking, gordening, animals

Peoce & quiet - obsence of Big City culture

Towns spring up when mines are found ond developed thus the history and location is serentipidous

7. Peoce & quiet ofthe orea; tronquility in our re{trement.
2.The many very nice people who live here ond core about Silver Gty.

3. The beoutiful mountains/hills thot surround

solitude
Scenery
Small town ombience ond friends

7) The peace and quiet ond wide vistas oJ living in o semi rurol orea.
2) The pleasure of livinq in o smoll community where I know my neighbors.

+Two citizens jointly provided the following:
The sense of community omong citizens
A feeling of security
Artistic culture ond historic environment
Privocy iJ you want it; you can choose to be involved or not
Closeness to the naturol and historic environment
Dog friendly - no leash lows
Stars con be seen ot night and cloud formotions in the doy, unlike city living

"Living in" is circled.

1. The simplicity of life in this community.
2. The community ofJriends ond neighbors and our core Jor on onother-

Whot I volue the most is the live ond let live dttitude oJ my neighbors. ..ond yet if help is needed, I
know who I con call- Secondly, I love the peoce ond quiet, clean air ond the obility to wolk my dog
without a leash in the mountoins thot surround our little town. Then thirdly, I enjoy the eccentric
personolities thot moke up our populotion....wont entertdinment? Go to d town meeting or hdngout
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oround the post olfice d while. Visuolly, I oppreciate the vdriety ol the houses, from little cobins to 3
story Vidorions that moke this o town.

Peace and quiet (except for the inlomous Silver City borking dogs). Minimum vehicle trafiic off
highwdy 342. Open spaces, cleor skies. Neor urbon areos (including ond internotiondl airport)but
owoy from the crowding ond congestion.

Relioble woter from Morlett Lake

Very low population density

1. Hiking(?)-the lost hi?? Since the rodd wosntt inforcing one to regulate mining, - the dust- it
wos making the sky hosy

2. Night skies

* Two citizens jointly provided the following:
The Rural setting w/no businesses impacting the quiet nature of the community. Not hoving to lock
my house or worry obout crime. The historic setting in general. Not hoving oportment complexes ond
the privacy.

Foremost, Silver City is d true community - there are no goted neighborhoods separoting people
based on income. The town's holiday events, community dinners, ond orts and cultural programming
ore free and open to oll- there is no division between the "haves" and the "have nots" with "charity"
being handed out to some, ond pricey events olfered to o speciol few. I believe it wos Etich Obermoyr
(or Cashion Collawoy?) who mode the ostute observation that Silver City "is o community built on the
volues of knowing ond coring for neighbors ond for pitching in when need arises. We care Jor our
kids, for our elders and for oll others who can use a hond. Neighbor to neighbor, we stond by our
community. Alwoys."
Secondly, I volue the unusuolly strong volunteerism ethos and civic involvement of Silver City's
residents. Silver City is not merely o bedroom communi\ that Jolks commute to ond from - most
residents truly love the town ond invest their time in local volunteer projects or with groups or
boards thot hove inlluence on the town's well-being, such as the Porks boord, the school board, the
Cemetery Foundotion, the Plonning Commission, etc. Volunteers moke possible o volunteer-run town
library, an organic community gorden ond compost, frequent communlty and holidoy events at the
School House, a new ortist in the residence progrom with visiting professionol drtists from other
states dnd other nations, o busy drts group that ollers free, public programming, on historic
preservdtion group, d volunteer fire depdrtmenl and on envidble orts dnd science summer program
thot is Jree to youngsters in the entire Comstock region.
Thirdly, my neighbors ore people who dre interested inpreserving the history of the town, and
securing o vibrdnt future for the community, and they have the skills, tdlents and energy to moke
both possible. This is o community thot gets positive things done by working together, intelligently,
ond strotegically. This is partly because the town is o veritoble "Arts ond Culturol Resources

Production Center," home to o concentration ol Nevoda's highly productive artists, musicidns,
photographers, writers, octors, ortisons, acodemics and other innovative thinkers and unique souls.
Fourth, the naturol omenities oJ Silver City dre enormous. As Lori Corpenter put il "How do you put a
volue on oir so clean yu con make out pinions on o mountoin ronge 60 miles oway? Or the last bit oJ
snow on Job's Peak?" The views Jrom my property are spectaculor - I have crystol clear views of the
sierras ond the Comstock. Although we're now under assoult by noise, dust, nikght lights, and land
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incursion by Comstock Mining lnc, when they're not around, we enjoy lovely dork skies ot night
without light pollution, peace and quiet, clean oir, and lots of choices for hiking.
Fifth, I love the incredible range of architecture and design, both historic and modern, that can be

found in Silver City. As Joe McCorthy has noted, beginning in the 7960's, a new wave of residents
worked hord to re-hob, restore, or rebuilt most of the historic homes in their community, while
others hove added a number of architecturally unique, visually-striking homes.
Lastly, Silver City enjoys and ideal location - it's /ess than a two-day drive to just about onywhere I
want to be in the West. The town is only minutes from popular tourist attroctions in Virginia City,

about 50 minutes from both Lake Tahoe ond Reno, less than 4 hours from Napa wine country, ond
obout 4.5 hours from Son Francisco. Carson City is just L5 miles dway.

I value the people, the neighbors, the dogs ond kids. The feeling of community along with
independence. I volue the beouty of the hills and landscopes, the darkness @ night to see the stars.
until recently- the cleor air and good tosting water.

Communiqt, quiet> quality of hfe, view, properAt values

l. The area is unique and beautiful
2. There is a big sense of community
3. ll/e are close to Reno and Carson Cityfor shopping, etc.

l. Close knit community
2. Room to roam
3. Freedonr
4. Beautiful vistas/ Eriet surroundings

l. Historical character
2. ? of cornmuni4t

Ouiet, quaint small town

l. The close relationship we have with neighbors in this town
2. A safe place to live.
3. It is far enough from the city but close enough for shopping, etc.

4 Open space ight orttside our doorfor hilcing, etc.

5. A peaceful environment.
6. We have a wonderfiil community center and park.
7. The events such as town bbq and Chfistmas parties, sottp night, etc.

Quiet, friends and neighbors, minimized congestion/ housing density

The cool atitude we have

It is my home for 40 years
Tlte communily of residences
The quiet beautiful environntent, non-urban living

Quiet, peace, clean air, good water, good neighbors, close to town, big slqt, wild horses and

Jriendlt miners.
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Once had great views
No CCNRs
Soci al co mmtni tY/c a ma ra d e ri e

Artsy

The fact that the town can not grow but it is surounded by BLM properry- Lets be moer ofd
hated? community.

Quiet, small community, dirt roads, o 'say' in discrtssions that afect community, rural

lnvestment Potenliol
Rural but close to city, friends and family

Sense of community, friends, involvemenl fomily ottitudes I like - its friendly here - its quiet, privdte,

scenic. SoJe Jor children

Rurol quite nature, A small town community atmosphere, cleon oir

Silver City is o ptoce of peoce ond beouty. lt is quiet, in beoutiful high desert surroundings, in which

visits Jrom wild horses, howks, and other wildliJe are part of every ddy life. silver city is d true

community, where people hove worked together for many years, wotching out lor one onother ond

creoting the community center, community gorden and numerous public events'

The community & the individudl people in it.

The ombience (including ort ond orchitecture ond culturol octivities ond events)

The school house community center

The night sky and the doy skY

The quiet!! And the beoutifulviews.

The personol relationships developed over thirty plus yeors. The opportunity to live in a community of

friends and Jamiliar foces. The comfort of living in o rurol environment thot is not so impacted by

rapid change ond disruPtion.

The peace and quiet: no bors or churches.

Peoce; quiet.

silver city is o unique townsite filled with good people and history. we have a ploce that diversity is

prevolent.

Community ond locotion, peoce, harmony, simplicity, ond noture.

Neighbors, smoll town living.

Let Silver City moke its own decisions on whdt it needs or wonts.

It's o quiet peoceful community! it's very loid bock! I love the wild life thot lives here'
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Safeiy, securiiy oi smoll commun@. Being oble to know oll your neighbors. Tolerance of the
community. Similor values with people of this town.

Peoce and quiet, no crime or violence, nice people, spoce for pets. Small, peaceful community.

Rurol, quiet, smoll town/community. Quiet, historicol, beautiful skies ot night. Peoceful, neighbors not
too close.

Going to the park, to ploy outside, with cleon oir ond see the stars ond heor the birds.

Community.

The open spoce. The wild horses ond deer. Access to public land.

The rurol noture.

The quiet atmosphere. Our 160+ year old house and its worth. Our great neighbors/community. Clean,
grolrtti-Iree town.

The people, especidlly those opposed to the encroochment oJ open pit mining in our once quiet town.

Left blank.

. Do you see these values as secure? Sustainable? Threatened?

"Threatened" is circled.

Secure

"Threatened" is circled.

Certoinly not by mining

Threotened by protective rather thdn exponsive thinking "l've got mine" fipe thinking

'Threatened" is circled

1. By mining a)corving the hills b)making noise ond c)lying to the residents ond press obout
re buil di ng, em ployment and its contr ibuti oi n s.

2. 8y impending flash flooding. Most people don't cleor debris (trees, junk) out of woter poth
and culverts are too smoll to allow water Jlow.

Threotened by CMI -

This woy olliving iSsustainoble but I feel that it is currently threotened ond Jor from secure.

*Two citizens jointly provided the following:
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These volues ore deJinitely threatened by the open pit mine plonned for within the town limits

and by o county and state government thot excludes citizen input. There is no democrotic process.

Our ability to live in the community is threotened ond the finonciol loss of our home will be o

disaster.

There is a leeling oI toleronce here, sort oJ o feeling oJ Jreedom to be oneself, within reasonoble

limits of course. This sets us opart from the rest of the stdte, os for os I know.

No, our toleront community stonds alone and is threotened by mining, which would turn us into on

open oir Jactory oJ heovy industry ond our county government which is corrupt ond complicit is olso a

thredt.

1. The security oJ these values is pretty much ossured by the actions oI those who live here, but

2. They ore threatened by the octions oJ Lyon county government os a consequence oJ ignoronce,

greed, ond preconceived biuos(?) ofthis community

well of course with the mining issue, the peoce ond quiet, quolity of oir ond freedom to walk in the

mountoins around the town is threatened. People in town hove been divided by the mining issue if
not just ploin uncomlortoble around those with on opposing point of view. People either ore for it,

ogdinst it, think it will move on, think nothing cdn be done to stop it, or iust don't want to get cought

up with the drama. One woy or another, everyone is affected. A lot oJ people hove everything hove

invested in their homes which hove Jallen in value since the mine become d threot. Not much

building of nice big houses since.

Given the presence of mining activities the peoce and quiet is threaten ond often absent. ln the post,

we heard insistent"beep, beep, beep" seemingly from sun up to sun down seven doys a week.The

plumes oJ dust Jrom the pit mining dnd residuol dumping were very unpleasont.

Threotened

No - not secure

Mining threotens everv dspect oI ony volue here The county should oav us for livinq here since we

couldn,t sell ony house here because of mining lt is like living a quoke areo my entire house shokes

I despise Silver City since MCI & their sub contractors arrived. lt is now like on edlthquoke dt our

house.
Mining destroys any value living here! Mining hos made views ugly we shouldn't have to pay dny

property tox becouse property is worthless Jrom mining

* Two citizens jointly provided the following:
Not anymore w/the presence oJ the mine. The mine has chonged the rurol setting ond iI mine is

allowed adjocent to the current houses, then silver city will become a smoll town w/on ugly setting.

Sustainable, iJ we keep out developers and other greed heads.

Sense oJ community is sustdinable iI egos don't get overwhelming. The serenity ond silence ore

indeed threotened by the County & CMI
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No. Current mining ooperotions destroy the quiet nature ol our town. The dustfrom the mine is

invosive and frustrating. The constont drilliing ond blasting and grucks are not compatible with
residential communities- We are threotened due to the zoning chonges within ond ddjocent to the
township that allow many non compotible uses such os strip mining, top soil removal, pig farming
and other seemingly incompatible uses- These chonges to our zoning, done ogainst the will ofthe
citizens, moke our community ot risk.

These values ore not secure. Comstock Mining and their plans for an open pit mine in Silver City ore o

truly dongerous threot to our community. A mine would completely change ond destroy Silver City os

we know it- CMI hos olso oltempted to divide the community into pro- ond dnti CMI foctions
resulting in personol conflicts which threoten the cohesiveness of our community.

Threotened mostly by mining plons. But definitely sustainoble.

I do not feel thot Jriendships ore threatened, but I worry that my children and those of friends do not
see this areo as on ottroctive ploce to establish their own lives. This has less to do with the lilestyle in
Silver City thon the shortage of opportunities in Nevada in general. People do not come to Silver City

to find o job or expond a coreer; they come to enjoy o more quite, less hurried ond frenzied
environment. The threat of open pit mining is not conducive to this gool.

S ustoi n o bl e on d th r e oten ed.

So long os the present inhobitdnts ore here, it will sustain. The combined will of the community is the

Jorce that will keep the environment in which we want to live.

There is no such thing as mointoining smoll town volues in the "modern" world. lt's over.

Yes. (Threatened is circled.)

Threotened by Comstock Mining! Noise, dust, ond big rigs going bywdytoofost!

Secure for now but always the potentiol to become threotened by outside Jorces, new residents, or
change in generol.

Peoce ond quiet is being threatened by the mining operotion.

I see them as threotened by mining and insecure due to lock oJ protection by the county boord. They ore

susto in o bl e with pr otecti on.

I mining is in or neor our town, I don't wont big pulfs oI dirt ond noise in my foce.

Yes.

Sustainable.

Sustainable.
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The mining creeping closer on eoch side hos us worried- Should we sell to keep profit high ond where

would we find such o greot town iJ we did? We ore threotened ond we do worry others will move out.

There is o defnite threot Jrom mining.

Do t see my tiJestyte and property in silver city sustoinable? No. Do lsee my property ond lifestyle in

Silver City threatened? Yes.

These volues ore not secure becouse the town is under seige by Comstock Mining lnc and its wide'

ranging influence over officiols ond groups. comstock Mining lnc plans to begin more explordtory

dritling within Silver City, Jottowed by o lorge scale open pit mine operdtion very close to Silver City

homes. The town will be reduced to an "oppendage to an industriol operation." A number of Silver

city,s homeowners, artists and drtisons hove olready moved, or ore planning to move, due to cMl's

plon. cMt is olso buying up silver city homes, buildings ond property in dn oppdrent efJort to change

the demogrphics of Silver City. CMt has deliberately curried inlluence with key politicdl ligures so

thot Silver City residents' concerns foll on deof eors. The fact that since the 1970's Silver City

residents hod repeated assurances through Master Plans and lond use planning decisions thot Silver

City is o residentidl rother than a heovy industrial oreo matters not the leost to officials who enioy

the influence of CM! (i.e., employment for friends ond fomily, donotions to politicol compoigns,

finonciot gifts, dondtions to pet projects, etc.) Citizens ol Silver City connot compete with the super-

weolthy behind CMt who ore inJluencing our officiols, dnd the town will be tronsformed for the worse

if CMI succeeds.

The landscapes and hills are gashed by mining, road closttre, increased dust and noise. Yes, we

are threatened.

The most threatened are quiet and view fquality of life ] by mining. Also threatened are propertyvahrcs.

The community is strong and should survive although it could be damaged by people moving away.

I see the vahrcs potentiolly threotened because of polentiol. mining activity which I feel should not be

part ofa residentiol communitY.

I believe the above values are all threatened by mining

Threatened-mainly by exponsion ofopen pit mining

Threatened by the mining and lorge trucks using highwq)

These values are not secure ds long as the mining continues to lhreaten our way of life here- The mining

is loud, dtrsty, and they will evennally take over this conmunity dnd destroy it.

Quiet; is sustainable but threatened by mining
Secure; state of mind, perceive property values threatened by mininS, sustainoble!??

Theyaretrelnen.lousb,lhredlenedbytheproposedopetl.pitmineandcurt"entexplorationwork.

I believe Silverwill stay smdll because of location and terrain
It would be great to have a small caii, eotery

Silver is vety threatene.l by the miningjt$t next door. The quality oJ lik is greatly affected by
noise dnd trafrc
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Property vahrcs and rural community is threatened by expanding miningfrom Storey County

No longer quiet or peaceful [constant 'beeping', explosions, huge Poud trucksJ/traffc
Yiews have alread3t been severely damaged
Explosions are causing enornous amounts ofdust [causing breothing issues among other thingsJ

and cracks in concrete foundations as well as cracks in drywall

Very secure

Some sustainable unless there is an open pit mi e! in our toren.

Yes

" Howwould commercial, industrial, or residential development benefit or harm the quality of
life in Silver City? What kinds of development would be beneficial? What kinds would be

harmful?

Silver city is o mining town. Development ol additionol mining would be beneJicial.

Development that creates jobs should be incouroged.

I don't feel ony development within Silver City is benef;ciol but if there are surrounding resources thdt
creote jobs I am for it.
NgDevelopment except dn occosional single Jomily residence until the water supply is maxed out

Tourism ond mining con provide jobs, tax bose ond possibly lure other business

Commerciol

7. Most people go to Corson or use web, so smoll business pronbably would foil
2. Restaurants/bors - most locals probably wouldn't Jrequent

lndustrial - answered obove #7 - need a law re: noise levels

3. residentiol
L. would Jovor, especiolly rebuildiing ond cleoring out debris thot is oround homes - the house

has tons of tires oll oround - iust iunk!
2. New homes good - more tax bose and more opt to keep cleaner yords etc- Plus, if more Jolks,

then small business might succeed.

Since we live relotively close to Reno, Carson City, ond Doyton, development is not necessory. Keep it
like it is.

A couple of new homes a year is enough.

Mining and any other "heavy industry" would certainly have severe ill elfect on 5. C.

I wouldn't mind a bokery, or o coffee shop, or more oJthe ortistic ond craft sorets of businesses we

currently have. A little morket would be nice - - . things oJ thot sort.
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*Two citizens jointly provided the following:
BeneJiciot devetopment would be smoll locol businesses and residentiol housing with ottention to

the historic noture oJ the communily.

Hormful development would be large monufdcturing ond industrial concerns, especially those

thot disturb the historical and environmentol safety of the community.

We need to not have development. l(s importont not to confuse chonge with progress.

7. A couple more mom/pop retoil operotions probably would not horm our QoL ond might benelit

it.
2. Residentiat development ot the pace we've experienced over the ldst 40 years would be

benelicial. Hight density residential development connot be sustoined with presentwoter

resources.

3. lndustriol development within and adiocent the conJines of town should not be contemploted.

t think it is ridiculous to ponder ony kind of sensible development here when we cannot depend on

the highwoy to remoin open Jrom Silver to Virginio City. We've olreody lost the only thriving business

thot we hod. Letting a mine be ot our Iront ond back door is destructive to the heolth ond safety of
the townspeople.

Commercial or industriol development would NOT be o benefit to the township. The noise ond

pollution would be distasteful. The eclectic combinations of hoes would be disploced by machinery,

our open environment would be encroached by chain link fences. lt would be nice to have a morket

(like Virginia City,s RV Park) to ovoid tfips to Doyton or Corson City. Residential development could be

beneficiat iJ it wos single fomily homes on spacious lots. More residences might inlluence utilities to

improve our services.

Good

Close 347 permanentlY
Pave High St
Flood control
8od
People
Government
Mining

Do Dads wos nice here Commerciol & industrial does not go with only residential!

* Two citizens jointly provided the following:
A short-term (i.e.<19yrs) desgtructive extraction non-renewoble industriol mine not mokethe

quotity oI life better. Noise, tights, traffic, dusl w/ destroy the quiet rurol setting. This mine will not

creote locol jobs, bring in other businesses (e-g. grocery, clothing, gos, etc.), or increose the value of

my home- Rother on extroction mine will horm whot I love obout this town - dork nights, quiet

nights, low tralfic, little to no crime, ond peoceful evenings. The only development silver city needs is

paved roads & better erosiondl controls (i.e. gutters, drdins). Better "green" street lights to make

nights even darker.

Silver City Town Survey Appendix 1: Raw Surveys silver City citizen Advisory Board



\2

Any type ol development would destroy the town's pedce and quiet.

I like the slow poce of residential growth, I loved Doodods, wouldn't mind a restauront - low key - or
o small shop like Doodads - l'd like to see Donovon't Mill o tourist stop for a tour l'm glad for the
Ashrom

ldeolly we would hove planned development like other communities that seporate industriol ond
commerciolfrom residentiolto prevent conflicts and heoth issues dssociated with mixed residential,
industriol ond commercial uses. Silver City benefits from slow residential growth as it allows the
children of residents to setlle in the town they grew up in. lt would not benelt lrom industridl uses in
dnd odjocent to town as thot will cause conflict ond harm residentiol property values. Silver City hos
o commerciol zoning corridor for mdin street that hos supported locol businesses in the post ond this
hos been beneJiciol to the county due to sales toxes collected ond capitol building improvements.

The inoppropridte industridl zoning chonge ond the long term closure of the moin rood through town
hos resulted in most locol business closing or relocating. The decisions by the commissioners to
support a strip mine in a residentiol oreo hos octuolly cost Lyon County citizens while enriching the

family, friends ond pocketbooks of our commissioners.

Any developmentthot would rodicdlly change the boture of Silver city would harm our quolity of life.

Positive commerciol development: small stores shops or cofes, thot could olso serve ds community
gothering ploce. Development of the Donovdn Mill os o visitor ottroction.
Positive Residentiol Development: Continuation of the slow (7 or 2 residences per year) residential
development oJ Silver City.

lndustrial development - especiolly mining as explained obove - would be definitely hormJul.

Quiet cottage industry would be great ond could support a number of people. Anything noisy and too
big would be bod.
A few businesses on moin street could enliven our town.
Silver City hos been almost exclusively a residentiol community since beJore I moved here thirty yeors

ogo. lJnlike mony oreos in Northern Nevodo, it has been oble to retoin its smoll town chorm. There

hos been no plague oJ fast food joints and convenience stores. Residential growth has hoppened, but
primorily becouse of the scorcity of woter, this has been at a very meosured poce- I strongly believe

that commercial ond certainly industrial development within the town site would rob Silver City of its
primo ry ottroctive feature.

Development is needed Jor ony ploce to grow- The challenge is to preserve whot we have while chonge is

upon us-

This community is unique ond should not be contominoted by ony development which moy be controry to
our community volues of peoce, hormony, ond simplicity and enjoyment oI the naturol environment. Our

oir should be kept clean ond native plants ond onimols shouldn't be destroyed or disrupted. Cottoge

industry is compotible.

Reinstitution of mining would be harmful - ecologically unsound. Commercial development would be

helplulto residents.
No open pit mining in town. A cofe bor restouront would be nice.
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Mining would be beneJiciol if it wos off the beoten poth ond so mony dollars put back into the

community, insteod of the county putting it into other towns thot don't hove to deol with what we hove

to. Mining is both hormful and beneficio!! tf it is manoged properly it benefits both the public and the

mining company. The right monagement is the key!

No development. Most any kind would be hormful to this community. Limit oll growth'

Commercidl, industriol, or residential development. Benefit or harm? Really?

Residential development on ocre or more lots probably not going to ruin the otmosphere and rurol

nature oJ Silver city. Trock housing ond McMansions woutd not rtt. hdustriol & large commerciol

interests would not Iit. Would ruin Silver City.

Houses need to be spreod out and not hove dirt oll over them. of course, mining would not be good in

our neighborhood.

Smoll mom and pops.

Plonned development thot benelits the entire community could be beneficiol'

Plonned development thot supports the nature of the entire community-

As o previous business owner here, it benefits the town to hove smoll town-Jriendly business. lndustriol

wouldbe bad -leaveitfor Moundhouse- lt's close enough. We do need o Senior Center here. Atouch

bose for visiting doctors and seminors on oging services.

Wehove overy unique town with an eclectic group of people. Any development would be hormfulto our

lifestyle.

The mine is here. We have to live with it. As long as this mine company con orbitrarily close the highwdy

ot their choosing, this town hos little chance at development of dny kind.

pit mining in dnd odjacent to Sitver City would be catastrophic Jore obvious reasons: destruction of
ports of the historic londmark, continuol noise, dust, distrubonce of toxic superfund sites, nightime

tight pottution, drostic reduction of home values, reduction of rood soJety, destruction ond re-routing

oJ existing roads, etd. lt will also cause on exodus of Silver City's well educoted and skilled residents,

which Lyon county con ill afford. sitver city is not compotible with ony type of hedvy lndustriol

operotion.
The type ol devetopment that would he beneficial includes lurther development oI s support lor
Sitver CWs decodes-tong trodition o lort ond cutturol resources production. Since the lote 7960's,

the town hds been d magnet for o group economists term the "creotive closs" - web designers,

archaeologists, anthropologists, ortisans, teachers, oltorneys, economic development experts,

artists, musicidns, historions, etc.

The result hos been that this community of less thon 20O people is responsible Jor a remorkable body

ol work thot hos had o demonstrobly positive impdct on the town, the stote ond beyond- Residents

have contributed their diverse tolents ond skills to produce regionolly ond nationally recognized work

in archoeology; visuol orV theotre; music; historic preservation; ond ocodemic reseorch ond proiects

resulting in technical reports dnd d variety of other publicotions. Many residents hove creoted hond-
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crofted items in silver, wood, gemstones, cloy, etc- ond exdmples can be found in a wide ronge of
places, from the Smithsonion American Art Museum to the region's historic cemeteries ond buildings-
Personally, I would like to see investments in Silver City's Moin Street with odditionol signage, audio
tour opps, etc thot moke cleor the town's importont ploce in Comstock history, ond its current
contributions. Iwould welcome culturolly oppropriote odditions such os locolly owned specidlty book
stores, coffee shops, art galleries, smoll museums, etc. Carefully plonned expansion of locol events
might be welcomed by the community (for instonce, a few key onnual music and arts events, ond
increosed, torgeted tgourism for smoll events such as plein oir artist retreats, or photogrophy or
writing retreots, or locol ort studio tours)- I would not encourage/support development oJ toverns
(bors, saloons).
So Iot ds residentiol development, the town would lose its choracter if the populotion exponded
dromotically but tronsJorming a Jew existing properties along Moin street as dllordable ortist
housing would be o smart investment (similor to the Riverside ortist residences along the Riverwolk
in Reno thot exist next to the Sierra Arts Foundotion)- This is not o coll to ,,gentriJy,, Silver City, but a
call to ogoin ottroct some of the ortist populotion we're losing due to CMI encroochment.

commercial, industrial, and residentiol development will have a htrge impoct on v/oter ond other
resources. No development now !

Itwould be nice to have a small cafi -for folks to gather or someform of that.

I have always been in favor of slow residential development dnd it would be nice to have some more
commercial bttsiness in town I Doo Dads was a big loss!]. But we have seen how a business was forced
to close because of the highway closttre and I think that both res. and com. development would be hurt
by a mine in town.

Obviousllt, mining or other types of environmentally bad activities y,ould be harmful. Residential
development is challenging because of the lack ofwoter, the fact that there are no sewage facilitties
other than septic tanks, etc. Silver City is a charming residential community and, in my opinion, it
should remain thot way.

Commercial and residential development would enhance the quolity of life in town. Some kinds of
industrial tnight be O.K. as long as it didn't degrade residents enjoyment oftheir property. Exomple:
living next to a pit mine interferes with my ability to enjoy m! outdoor spaces due to noise and dust. The
prospect ofanother mine atlhe south end oftown mqt force me lo leave the town that I love so much.

Expansion ofsupport for the thriving arts community ond q life-enhancing progrants such as the
Ashram would be benefcial

Makes it more unsafe becouse of trffic. Beneficial- a small mom and pop store.

Commercial and industrial development will nin this community. The only residential development that
could impprove our town is to make people like the Bennetts clean up all ofthe garbage that is making
some lots in our town look like the cit-v dump.

Quiet; is sustainable but threatened b), mining
Secure; state of mind, perceive proper4,values threatened by mining. sustainable.t??

Benefcial- small local business enterprises on main street as it is zoned for
Harnful- open pit rrithin the town of Silver City
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No commercial and industrial development as it would quickly overwhelm and defle Silver
Residential development is appropriate as an individual development
lle certainly don't need a housing development in Silver
It would be nice to have a small caf4 or dinner house in Silver
Don't need groceries, gas station, whorehouse or mining company in Silver

Add more people
might improve waler and sewer s))stem

Might get a bar and restaurant
Industria l w ou ld be harnfi , it v) ould b i n g in w rong kind of people

CMI has already done significant damage to the quality of life in Silver City,further development would
only scruss the town more harm- Because we live in a conyon sounds echo

Small "mom/pop " businesses are perfectly acceptable as well as benefcial. This area is not
conductive to large businesses.

Limited commerciol grov)th- moybe a bar [Ha Ha EncJ

Development has both neg. and pos. impdcts Depends on the indiidual. What might be beneficial?
Medical center, pharmacy, public transport, bookmobile, cofee shop, access to hi-speed affordoble
ikternet, swi mming pool.

No more open pit mining and keep the large trucks from driving through downtown. I would like to see
o cojZ,heer/wine restaurant to be open where we can all [?J

. What are the most important goals for Silver City?

Left blank.

Mointain the city in on orrested stote of decoy

Maintoin o sense of community

6et better internet

Good planning ond implementation

7. Cleor woter poths oJ debris re: Jlosh floods
2. Clean up junk oll oround
3. Stop horrid mining

Perk up our town - it should be o pldce people wdnt to live ond stop as visitors.

Be left olone by outsiders

Mdintoining our ability to enjoy the peace ond tronquility, ond the sotisfdction living in S C. brings us,
without interkrence lrom outsiders with only a proJit motive-
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*Two citizens jointly provided the following:
The most important godls are to mdintoin the quolity of residentiol life, protect the residents from
the environmental hazards in this SuperJund site, and identify ond safeguard the culturol resources.
We need to strive to goin some representdtion on the Lyon County Board of Commissioners and on
the Lyon Plonning Committee. We ore currently not represented or heord.

To protect our close-knit community lrom those who would exptoit this rare phenomenon: a hoppy
healthy villoge.

L. To continue to be kind to one onother.
2. To dissallow industriol ond high density residential development.
3. To dissollow intrusive commercial development.

The most importont gool for silver city is to keep the mine away Jrom our town. secondly, keep the
druggies and drug moking out of town. Thirdly, continue wlth community events ond progroms so
thot those who don't have easy occess to tronsportation (seniors and youngsters) have something to
do here. Fourthly, get those who hove their property is such o stdte thdt it is dongerous, (i.e. the
follen burnt house across highwoy Jrom potty Morshall's or lots full of gorbage) cleaned up. warn
them with dote to get it cleoned up or county clean it up ond chorge land owner for the work done
and transporl etc. of the trash. Lostly, the county picks which roads they will keep up-..we were told
ours is not on their list- This is also a safety issue.

Limited growth, single Jamily residential only. Ensure peace ond quiet prevoi!. Continue ond enhance
communiU services. Thot all homeowners ore treoted Joirly and that preferential treotment is not
accorded to those with contacts in yerington or with CML

Keep Morlet Lake water lor Silver City.

Get rid of mining

* Two citizens jointly provided the following:

Better streets (e.9. poved) erosionol controls, ond no industriol or retoil businesses.

To keep out development, especially, keep Comstock Mining out of our city limits.

stay smoll, stay low key, keep out cMl or - plan some protests in yerington -moybe someone should
run for Commissioner we could support

Shortterm Silver City must stop industriol strip mining in and adjocent to town ond reverse the
zoning chonges thot CMI paid the commissioners for. ln the long term Silver City must replenish itselJ
with artists, musicians, entrepreneurs ond businesses people that will grow and prosper the ecanomy
of Lyon County.

To mointoin our current excellent quality of lile-

1) End the threot of mining forever
2) Continue to loster community & support community members
3) Contribute to solving planetory justice & environmentol issues
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Mointdin the strong sense of community thot hos charocterized the town. Do not let issues imposed

by outside inluences divide us.

There is o need to preserve os much as possible our visuol corridor.

To sustain-

Property improvement.

To let silver city operdte under the guidonce of our town council like it hos for the past 50 plus yeors.

To learn to work together as o community. stond united as d community!

To stay united.

Keep it smoll. Keep it peaceful. Keep it quiet.

To maintoin our community. The smoll, tight-knit historic rural community.

No more mining near our town ever. Keep Silver City cleon, quiet and wealthy.

Restore our right to vote in town meetings!

Leorning to work together. Less personol agendas, more whole community oriented goals.

Ledrning to work together. Open to all members of the community.

To continue to be o Jamily friendty, dog ond cot friendly town. To be o ploce where you know your

neighbors dnd work together Jor o better community.

To bring back thdtJun, creotive pldce Silver City was belore cMl.

What town hos "gools"? Towns are mode oJ individuols with their own goals'

Unfortunotely, currently the most importont goal is to simply survive ond resist the onslaught by

comstock Mining lnc and the people they've inlluenced. with that goal, shdring the message dbout

silver city's mony ossets, and why the community should be soved, should be o central gool.

secondly, to bolonce cMl's plon oJ chonging the demographics of the town, silver city should moke

strotegic plons to rent and sell homes to drtists ond others who love Silver City and want it to survive,

and to dtlract new residents who love Silver City dnd want it to survive as a residentiol community

rother thon on industriol site. This would help fil! the gaps left by those who were forced to relocate

due to CMrS plons to pit mine in town-

To keep the Silver City community intact, more ops for interrelating and to make our concerns

acknowledged by our local government. Contirurc to display relevance through music and art in our

town.

To maintain our qwlity of life and sense of community

To keep the area as a residential community lndustriol activit)' ofony kind has no business in a

re sidenti al communi ty.
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The only goal I can think ofis to continue to support and take care ofeach other. Goal: o communi\t of
good neighbors

l. Retain its character os part of the y.C. Historical Landmark District
2. Retain its quality of small tov)n community life
3. Support its ongoing tradition of mining, but only to the extent this does not conflict vr'ith I or 2

Keep it safe and clean

Maintain our way of life by stopping the destruction the mining company is doing and clean up all of the
garbage in town. Enforcing people to keep their dogs on their own property.

Staying alive and vital-

Secure the water syste m to allow residential growth ot present rate.
Have infallible zoning to protect resiclential values and safety.

Stay safe, small and quiet

I don't ltnow

In addition to stopping strip mining in Silver City, limit the hours the mines can work [or make noise]
Fix drainage issues/Jlooding [every time it rains there is significant damage to driveways

[personal properly] as well as large amounts of mud covering the roads, which requires Lyon Counq, ts
send out several trucks to scrqpe the tnud offthe roads/highwalt, and street sweepirs to spread even
more dust into the airJ. l{ould be much more effcient/ cost efective tofx the cause to begin with.

Pave roads that have never been paved and fx those that are already paved.
Prevent horses from goining access to park. The)t do a lot ofdamage within a few hours.
Fixwatering issues and sink holes at park. Find a .tohtion to the weed problem at the park [at

one time inmates were brought in to pull weeds/etc. not sure why that no longer happensJ

To maintain the one ofa kind community we have here.

Maintoin the peaee by disallowing heavy industry in a residential area.

Bring back the straw poll let Silver Ci\t residents decide whot is best.for the town

PLAN on the usuol normol things like fixing the roads (hos anyone noticed High Street, obove 7st Street?)
ond keeping up the pork.

. What would you like to see the Lyon County Land Use and Development Code and the Silver
City Community Plan accomplish?

Eliminote lond use ond development restrictions
Left blank
Keep Silver the woy it is
Try ond odjust to the reolities oJ the moment ond plon Jor the future
Cqnnot comment because not knowledgeoble re: code ond plon
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Keep mining under control

l'd like to see Silver City treoted ds o respected pdrtner in our dealoings with the Lyon Counv goy't,
os it once wos in the past. I feel thot we hdve lost our 'voice' ond are no longer listened to nor
respected.

*Two citizens Jbintly provided the following:
Lyon County Lond Use and Development Code should require on SUP for mining explorotion, and
environmentol impoct study before considering ony SUP for mining or industrial octivity, protect the
historic ndture ofthe Comstock, sustoin the notural environment, ond saJeguard the residential
qudlity oI the town.
Silver City Community Pldn should mointain and develop community resources such as the school
house, the playground, the pork, and the bondstond to be. lt should seek to continue the quolity oJ
life we enjoyed before mining development ond should resist control from outside unconcerned
duthorities.

To protect us from mining ond other corporate interests, Jrom people or and compony which would
exploit ond destroy our woy of liJe.

To disallow industrial and high density residentiol development.
To d iso I I ow i ntru siv e commer cio I devel opme nt.

It would be a worthwhile occomplishment for more of our streets dnd roods to be regulorly
maintdined. Seems thot one or two are mointoined while the rest are ignored.

Keep out mining

- Get rid ol mining

* Two citizens jointly provided the following:
Maintoin low housing development w/ no business development. lf mine activities occur then create
regulatory stdtues to limit mine octivities - i.e. 8-5, no weekends, no heovy equipent on public roads;
maintoin strict environmentol controls & penolties if broken (i.e. cleon air, erosion, dumping)

Leave everything olone. We like it just as it is.

Get our town meeting back agoin so we can octually express our opinions & vote on issues -

The land use plan has no protections Jor land owners and only serves to enrich the elected county
oJJicials by allowing them to sell chonges to developers ond mining componies. The lost land use plon
hod hundreds of exemptions, voriances ond changes in the lirst yedr thot did not honor the work
done on the plon by the community or protect the residential property owners. Fronkly, unless this
chonges, the land use plonning process is just a scom Jor the commissioners to moke money selling
exemptions to the weolthy. Normol home owners are left with the real rusk that the commissioners
will ollow o "pig form" next door to their home ond simply change the zoning and the mdster plon to
dccommoddte the friend, fomily members or weolthy donors request.
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I would like to see the Land Use ond Development Code protect the quolity of life in Silver City dnd
the rights of property owners within Silver City. The community plon is a chonce to estoblish o
consensus regordiing Silver City's future development.

Protect and support the wdnts & needs oJ the mojority oJ residents os determined by this survey &
other meons.
The onxiety caused by the possibility of open pit mining so near residences should be oddressed.
Protection from heavy industry/mining within the town boundories should be poramount.

A bulfer zone to protect Silver City history.

Sustaining what we hove - no commerciol enterprise, only personal development.

No opinion.

As I understand it we alreody hove a plan that is sotisfoctory. I see no reoson to change it-
To work with reosonoble limitations for everyone concerned!

Protect the town from development ond growth.

Keep it smoll. Keep it peoceful- Keep itquiet.

Protect silver city Jrom industriol octivity, in-ond-around. No large commerciol/tourism businesses.

No more mining near our town. Keep silver city beoutiful ond smelling good ond not like dirt-

To chonge the Mdster Plon to prohibit mining in Silver City.

Creote on environment thot Iosters o more positive ond diverse community of people and businesses.

Creote on environment thot losters o more positive ond diverse community oI people ond busrnesses.

Protect lives dnd heolth. Protect the home volues here. Protect the oir quolity and the woter quotity of
Silver City citizens and guests-

Keep the mining out of town.

lwould like to see both plons focus on "weolth creotion" rather than wealth extraction by outside
interests. Wealth creation is o term thot tokes into occount the long term impacts on the heolth ond
well-being of locols. Allowing mining interests to decide where dnd when they'lt pit mine, dnd how
thetfll trcot our communities in Lyon County, is o recipe for environmentol ond economic disoster.

Stop the encroachment oJlcorporate industry into town limits.

I would like to see it work to ensure Etality of life and property values of residents, as well as the
historic landscape and the environment.

To keep the area as a residential community. Industhal activity of any kind has no business in a
re sid e nti a I communi ty.
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Protect the heahh and weakh and properry vdlues 01'the people who live here. Protect the landmark.

No point even thinking about them uless they are binding- ? ? ofthe afected citizens for exceptions

stopping the mining and cleaning up the garbage in town.

Bdnning certoin commercial and indttstrial development once and for always. Developing S-C. as a
hi s to ric re side n ti ct I con?muni ly.

To continue to insure the small residentiol communi1' thctt hds been Silver City in modern tjme.

Legol land use codes should not be chonged by profit mahng carpet baggers.

Keep mining ol.tt oJ'surface and undergrotmd
It concerns me that under tunneling cottld be corrupted and collapse toking Silvet with it

Li mit growth [residential]
No industial growth
Encourage small commercial

Prevent mines from qcpanding or additional [strip mines] from coming into Silver City.
Keep the town a residential areo with the possibility for a few mom/pop businesses.

To help keep us a snrall lown, leave us alone.

'[4e 
need a County government thot wotlld respect the knowleddge ofplanners andworkin an unbiased

manner lo oll citizens-

I would like to stick to the plan we set forth

. What other issues or concerns are important to you?

Left blank

Left blank

Storm wdter drainage & erosion of city streets

Try and odjust to the reolities of the moment ond plon Ior the future

Post office hours should be 9-7. Most people loved morning to do business

12 - 4 hours people are out ond con't do business

Our continued quolity of life

Left blank

*Two citizens jointly provided the following:

Gettinq cMl and its open pit mine out oJ the city limits.
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Continued development of the cemetery.
Need to improve the rodds in the community.

We need to assert our Jreedom of speech in the form ofvoting- This constitutionol right hos been
token owoy by Lyon County- We need to be oble to vote ot town meetings. The ACL:J needs to join
us-

3'd ond 4th Streets could use some ottention

Continued County ottention to our inJrostructurol needs.

I am concerned obout the ongoing hidden os well os obvious elfects of the mining dctivities. There
ore effects to oour wild life. I recently encountered a rattlesnake, the frs one since 1958, and it was
within o couple of feet from my door. The loss of our direct occess to Virginio City services is o mojor
concertn. lt greotly increases the response time of emergency services to silver city.

Postol service

Mining - I heor them every time I take my p???ny to potty - ot 2:00 AM
+ Two citizens jointly provided the following:

Keep low tdxes

Just no development- Keep Comstock Mining out ol the city limits.

Return our democroc y - fx the chip seol by the post oJftce & uphill - rewrite the moster plon section
the commissioners added requiring us to occept mining - regulor soup / potlucks
I hote the foct that I have to get permission to point my house a specific color buy my mining
compony neighbor con strip mine without so much os o permit. t woutd like to see silver city
removed from the Comstock Historic District. lt is not foir thot a mining compony con industriolly
strip mine in the district ond destroy the historic fobric oJ the community ond I have to beg
permission to putin a sliding door.

l'm concerned thot we are on aging populotion ond if our quotity of life and the exception community
that has been creoted here is to be mointoined we need to odd younger people and famities.

lwould like to see Silver City go solor powered-
And reject single use plastics.

I om saddened to say thot I no longer Jeel thot our local government hos the best interests oJ its
citizens in mind. Twenty yeors ogo you could go to yerington to speok to county government and
know thot even if commissioners did not ogree with your opinions, ond position on o subject, you
would get o respectful heoring- People like Dini ond Lommori might hdve different views thon you,
but you felt that they were honest ond cqring. Most ofwhat I hove seen of current county leodership
makes me emborrassed.

A need to enhonce lanes oJ communication between silver city ond the government of Lyon county.
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Quolity of liJe.

Preservotion of the environment.

Low enforcement response time to Silver City is obout 30 to 45 minutes, or soon enough to take notes.

Some people have livestock and need to protect them from vorious coyotes, bobcats, foxes, skunks,

weasels, Jerol dogs and cats, etc. We ore rurdl ond don't need restrictive lows like highly populated
areas do.

The sofety and well-being Jor every person who lives here!

Left blank.

Left blank.

Road safety, mointain quiet, dark skies.

I don't want to be sick from dirt in the oir.

Threot to our woy ol lile dnd taking owoy our voice.

Left blonk.

Left blank.

Our seniors lack of tronsportotion to hospitdls, doctors, grocery stores. We should have o minivon for
th r e e.-ti m es -w ee kly ri d e -sh o r i n g to co rs o n / Re n o /V c.

. Left blank.

Lock oJ politicol representotion Ior Silver City residents. We do not hove the enormous weolth ond
power that CMI is using to cuTy favor with our political representotives at the locol, stote ond

federol level, ond that should not be o borriers to our representotion. Our elected offciols should be

studying the situation and bosing land use dnd Moster Plan decisions on long term outcomes thdt
ore best for the community.

The implementation of the Open Meeting Law has essentially taken away the voice ofcitizens by
denying each person a vote ond suppressing discussion ond community spiit!

3'd and 4tt' streets need attention! Timely snow plowing I ifwe ever have a good winter agoin!]

The s tatus ofthe repairs to SRj42

The divisiveness of the introduction of large mining into our community has damaged our toten. The
Couny oppears to consider the S.C. folks and history as throw-crwcty commodities.

Left blank.

I would attend nrore tou)n functions ifthey had them.
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The safety of the children at the bus stop and some of the truck traffc from the mining site. Dogs
pooping in the park where our children play. Some people don't keep their dogs on their own property. I
see unattended dogs pooping in the park every dalt- It is unsanitoryfor anyone playing on the grass.

Left blank.

Water security- we have a supply to the town that is in peril by enviT6npental ocanrances [i.e.
earthEnkel, extreme neglect of nLpply pipeline, imminent danger ofddmage by curuent mining
acfivirjes, historical lack ofattention by L)ton County, Jlood control throughout the town site. There are

three mojor drainages; American Creek, Gold Canyon and Long Valley [truck route]. All cause Jlood
damage and danger to residents safety.

Keeping water safe ancl available

Decrease water costs

Improve water system and develop sewoge system

Address the issue ofdogs runningwild thra Silver City with no superuision fthere have been several dog

bitesl. Additionally no one picks up after them specilcally at the park.
Creat a "quiet zone" through the canyon such as on the Americon River in order to limit the

noise mostly caused by motorqtcles with loud pipes and blaing stereo systems. Possibb' have them

detoured through the truck route [even if it is iust during the Street Vibrqtions].
Weapons beingfired [especially in highfire danger areas].

Comstock Mining and some woy to control the speeding on n?ain st.

Left blank.

lFe need to get a 20 mph speed limit to be enforced by law in tow n and pctve 4'h street

Left blank.
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