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The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day in regular session with the 

following present: Chairman Joe Mortensen, Vice-Chairman Bob Hastings, Commissioners Greg 

Hunewill, Don Alt and Ray Fierro.  Also present: County Manager Jeff Page, District Attorney 

Steve Rye, Clerk/Treasurer Nikki Bryan and Deputy Clerk Donna MacGill. 

 

 

1. Public participation 

 

David Ray of the Lyon County Fair and Rodeo Board said it was suggested at a previous 

commissioners’ meeting to advertise the Lyon County Fair and Rodeo in the outlying areas of 

the county.  He showed banners the board had made showing the dates of the fair a rodeo.  The 

library board said they could display the banners on the Silver Stage, Fernley and Dayton 

libraries.    

 

2. For Possible Action: Review and adoption of agenda 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

 

9:00 A.M. – Time Specific – For Possible Action:  Presentation by Nevada Department of 

Transportation and acceptance of Lyon County’s Work Program for fiscal year 2017  

 

Nevada Department of Transportation Director Rudy Malfabon explained that NDOT meets with 

all 17 counties and also coordinates with some of the tribes around the state.  He introduced other 

NDOT employees from planning Lee Bonner, Mark Costa and Cathy Balcon, traffic engineer 

Thor Dyson and other members of his staff.  Mr. Malfabon showed a power point presentation 

that outlined the Lyon County proposed projects for fiscal year 2017.  NDOT tries to estimate 

future revenues for the project.  They try and project a 20 year plan.  The Governor is chair of 

transportation board.  He said Lyon County had 359 days of zero fatalities.  They work with a 

number of entities on safety programs.  He also discussed the indexing of fuel, AB191.  He 

talked about the additional revenue for Lyon County if the fuel indexing question passes in 

November.  Mr. Malfabon asked that the county commissioners accept the proposed NDOT 

work program for fiscal year 2017.  

 

Comm. Hastings had questions regarding flashing crossing lights in the Dayton area.   

 

Rudy Malfabon said that NDOT is working on that project.   

 

Comm. Mortensen thanked DMV for the Nordyke Bridge.   

 

Comm. Hunewill had questions regarding the freight safety program.    

 

Lee Bonner will look into Comm. Hunewill’s questions and concerns.   

 

Comm. Alt had questions regarding the two new dollar stores on 95A in Silver Springs. He said 

there is considerable traffic crossing the highway in that area.  

 

Rudy Malfabon updated board on USA Parkway.  He said that NDOT signed a $76 million 

design/build contract with Ames Construction.  There will be a ground breaking ceremony June 

7
th

 at 3:00 p.m. at end of the paved section of USA Parkway.  He said there is still some land that 

needs to be acquired.  The project is expected to be completed ahead of schedule.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to accept the Nevada Department of Transportation’s Lyon County Work 

Program for fiscal year 2017.  Comm. Alt seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

Jim Dunlap said that 95 should be changed to 95A in the motion.   

 

Rudy Malfabon explained it is correct in the document but was incorrect on the slide.  
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9:15 A.M. – Time Specific - For Possible Action: To approve langauge and rate for fuel 

indexing as mandated by AB191 as follows: Shall the Lyon County Board of 

Commissioners, as directed by the State Legislature, enact an ordinance to impose, for the 

period beginning on January 1, 2017 and ending on December 31, 2026, annual street and 

highway construction cost inflation indexed increases to the taxes on motor vehicle fuel and 

various special fuels used in motor vehicles in an amount not to exceed in each year a total 

of three cents ($0.03) for every gallon sold in Lyon County, with the revenue generated 

from the increase to be used for the sole purpose of building, maintaining and repairing 

roads and highways located only in Lyon County? 

 

County Manager Jeff Page explained this is the proposed language they would like to see on the 

ballot.  AB191 mandates that each county puts it on the ballot.  We have been working 

exclusively with NDOT, NACO and DMV to come up with the language that is similar across 

the county lines.  He is proposing that we use the cent version versus the percent version.   Other 

counties have passed this with the same language using the $.03 version.  The process for 

distribution is set by statute.     

 

Comm. Hastings had questions if it is not passed on the ballot. 

 

County Manager Jeff Page said the commissioners are only approving the language for the ballot 

question. 

 

Comm. Hunewill moved to approve the language and rate for fuel indexing as mandated by 

AB191 as follows: Shall the Lyon County Board of Commissioners, as directed by the State 

Legislature, enact an ordinance to impose, for the period beginning on January 1, 2017 and 

ending on December 31, 2026, annual street and highway construction cost inflation indexed 

increases to the taxes on motor vehicle fuel and various special fuels used in motor vehicles in an 

amount not to exceed in each year a total of three cents ($0.03) for every gallon sold in Lyon 

County, with the revenue generated from the increase to be used for the sole purpose of building, 

maintaining and repairing roads and highways located only in Lyon County.  Comm. Mortensen 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

9:30 A.M. – Public Hearing – Bill 16-06 – For Possible Action:  Approve an ordinance 

amending Lyon County Code Title 14, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1; Chapter 3, Subchapter 1; 

Chapter 4, Subchapter 4; Chapter 4, Subchapter 7; Chapter 5, Subchapter 4, expanding 

the regulations to include Open Space revising certain regulations in Lyon County parks 

and open space; and other matters property relating thereto 

 

Utility Director Mike Workman worked with various departments and agencies on this 

ordinance.  He said it was proposed at the last commissioners’ meeting and has not received any 

comments on the ordinance.  He said the sheriff’s department and Sheriff McNeil are in full 

support of the changes.   

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve Bill 16-06 - an ordinance amending Lyon County Code Title 

14, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1; Chapter 3, Subchapter 1; Chapter 4, Subchapter 4; Chapter 4, 

Subchapter 7; Chapter 5, Subchapter 4, expanding the regulations to include Open Space 

revising certain regulations in Lyon County parks and open space; and other matters property 

relating thereto.  Comm. Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

3. Presentation of awards and/or recognition of accomplishments 

 

Jeff Page said that Josh Foli and his staff have again been given the annual award for audit by the 

Chief Financial Officers Association.  He will make that presentation as soon as he receives the 

certificate from CFOA.   

 

4. Commissioners/County Manager comments 

 

Comm. Alt said he was at the City of Fernley meeting and they want to give the county a 10 ft. 

silhouette of pony express rider and asked that we find a place to put it.   
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Comm. Mortensen commented on NDOT’s estimated cost of $3.2 million to clean up Hardy 

Way in Fernley.  He said that should be justification to pass the gas indexing tax.  He said the 

cost of maintaining or improving any roads in the county is huge.     

 

County Manager Jeff Page read a comment from March 29, 1978 commissioner meeting 

regarding a complaint about cleaning up a property of old cars, animals, car bodies and general 

disorder.  He said it shows the county has been dealing with these issues since 1978.  He also 

showed before and after pictures of a property that has recently been cleaned up.  Jeff Page also 

met with Farr West Engineering on dealing with issues in the Community Development 

Department.  He will present a contract to the commissioners at the June 16
th

 meeting.  He also 

met with the Human Services Director Edrie LaVoie and her three division managers to discuss 

the challenges and struggles they are having.  He also met with Mr. Ogle and he said the local 

VFW is applying for a grant to replace the flag poles at the Yerington and Smith Valley 

cemeteries.  The county is working with the City of Yerington to eventually take over the 

maintenance of the Yerington Valley View Cemetery.  We will be advertising for the Public 

Administrator position.  Mrs. Munro advised Jeff Page that she will be leaving soon.  There have 

also been changes involving Public Guardians.  Lyon County has one person that serves as 

public guardian with no support staff.  With the aging population, we are going to see more 

public guardian cases.  He also discussed the Silver Springs Airport and a meet and greet that 

was held.  He will be presenting proposals at the next meeting on changing around positions in 

the road department and fleet facilities.   

 

Comm. Hunewill asked Mr. Page if we will be able to stay within budget with the contract from 

Farr West Engineering.   

 

Jeff Page explained that we should be able to since it will be an employee of Farr West 

Engineering and the county we will not be paying PERS or industrial insurance on that person.    

 

Comm. Hastings commented on the Silver Springs Airport event that was held last weekend.  He 

also commented on people putting their complaints on social media.   

 

10:00 A.M. – Time Specific - For Possible Action: Acceptance of renewal proposal from the 

Nevada Public Agency Insurance Pool (POOL 

 

Lyon County’s insurance agent George O’Keefe and Doug Smith from the Nevada Public 

Agency Insurance Pool presented the renewal proposal.  Mr. O’Keefe explained some of the 

changes in the proposal.  Doug Smith explained the added pollution coverage in the policy.  Mr. 

Smith said the policy now includes coverage for student accident exposure.  He also said the 

flood and earthquake coverage has been increased.      

 

Comm. Fierro moved to accept the renewal proposal from the Nevada Public Agency Insurance 

Pool.  Comm. Alt seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

5. Elected Official’s report 

 

Commander Rob Hall of the Lyon County Sheriff’s office spoke on behalf of Sheriff McNeil.   

He gave the commissioners a report on a problem that occurred and took out dispatch coverage. 

Dispatch was operating off of hand held devices until the problem was resolved.  The problem 

was due to an electrical fire from a capacitor and a 13 year old battery that exploded and took out 

the radios.  Tim Ogle, Hazen Adams and Sierra Electronic responded. They are hoping the 

dispatch upgrade will take care of these issues.      

 

Recorder Dawna Warr gave the technology report that was part of the consent agenda.  They 

collected $43,959 in technology fees and have spent $34,759.  The technology fees come from 

recordings.  For every recording, they get $3.00 for technology fees. They have purchased a new 

large printer/copier for scanning large maps.  She said the fund takes care of the maintenance 

agreements on all of their machines and software licensing.  She said that most of the old records 

are scanned except for old mining records.    

 

6. Appointed Officials comments 

 

There were no officials’ comments.  
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7. Advisory Board reports 

 

There were no advisory board reports. 

**CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

8. For Possible Action: Approval of changes on Assessor’s tax role due to corrections 

in assessments and review of tax roll changes 

 

There were no assessor’s tax roll changes.   

 

9. For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of business license applications: 

a. Ramirez Diaz, Andres; Andres Lawn Service; 799 Chari Dr., Mound House, 

NV; Lawn Care Services 

b. Capra, Kaitlin R.; Pommerening, Charmayne M.; K Bar C Boutique; 508 

Smith Gage, Wellington, NV; Online Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry and Makeup 

Boutique  

c. Obrien, James R.; MJ2K LLC; 9468 Double R Blvd., Ste., A, Reno, NV; 

Leasing and Selling Residential & Commercial Property 

d. Carey, Annemarie; AMCB LLC; Rubbish Runners; 1085 Telegraph St., 

Reno, NV; Construction and Demolition Waste Disposal Permit 

e. Hamilton, Zoe L.; Kendall, Cynthia S.; Tiny House Gallery LLC; 60 Second 

St., Dayton, NV; Retail Gift Shop 

f. McCutcheon, Donna R.; Washoe Property Investments, LLC; 216 Lemmon 

Dr. #165, Reno, NV; Real Estate Investor 

 

10. For Possible Action:  Approve a contract with PropertyRoom.com to liquidate 

surplus property for the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office (requested by Sheriff) 

 

Commander Rob Hall said this is a company that liquidates surplus property.  They get paid 

from what they sell.  When evidence gets released and the owner cannot be located, the minor 

property is liquidated through this company.  The department intends to continue selling the 

vehicles and firearms as they have done in the past.  He explained this would take care of surplus 

property that has little or no value is just taking up shelf space in their evidence vault.  Some of 

the property has been there for as long as a decade.   

 

Comm. Fierro asked other questions concerning the contract and the fuel surcharge schedule.     

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve a contract with PropertyRoom.com to liquidate surplus property 

for the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

11. For Possible Action:  Approve the 2016 RTC Pavement Maintenance Project for the 

Board of Commissioners to: (requested by Road Department Director) 

 Accept the low bid submitted by Sierra Nevada Construction (SNC) in the 

amount of $2,182,007.00 for the Base Bid, for the 2016 Pavement 

Maintenance Project.  

 Approve a Task Order in an amount not to exceed $106,000.00 with Lumos 

Engineering to perform project management, materials testing and 

inspection services throughout the project.  

 Authorize staff to sign project related documents.   

 Authorize Change Order authority for a not to exceed amount of $109,100.00 

(5%) to cover any unanticipated issues related to the project. 

 

Road Director Dustin Homan explained the RTC meeting will be held June 8, 2016.   

 

County Manager Jeff Page said there was an issue regarding the RTC agenda not being posted on 

the state website so the May 31
st
 meeting needed to be reschedules for June 8

th
.  He is asking the 

board to approve this agenda item contingent upon RTC’s approval on June 8
th

. 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve agenda Item #11 as presented contingent upon RTC’s approval 

on June 8, 2016.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   
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12. For Possible Action:  Accept resignation of Mr. Richard Smolin from the Smith 

Valley Advisory Board, effective May 19, 2016 (requested by applicant) 

 

13. For Possible Action:  Presentation of Recorder’s Technology Report (requested by 

Recorder)   

 

14. For Possible Action: Authorize the use of $15,000 from the Dayton Water 

Enterprise Fund to install a sand separator on Dayton Well #4 as part of a well 

rehabilitation project that was funded in the 2015/16 Utilities CIP program 

(requested by Utilities Director) 

 

Mason Valley resident and licensed water well driller Jim Dunlap said the sand will just go to the 

bottom of the well even putting a $15,000 sand separator on.  He said the sand has to go 

somewhere.  He suggested putting a downhole camera in the hole to see where the problem is.   

 

Comm. Mortensen said this is an attempt to rehab well #4 until the well is replaced.     

 

Clifford Thompson feels this is a waste of money.   

 

Mike Workman explained the significance of Dayton Well #4.  He said this is a temporary fix 

and will eventually be replaced with a high capacity well.  He said the well has been videoed and 

they have come up with this as a short term fix until the new larger capacity well is drilled. 

   

Comm. Fierro moved to approve Item #14 as presented.  Comm. Mortensen seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

15. For Possible Action:  Approve contract for entertainment services at the Lyon 

County Fair & Rodeo with McClain’s Mobile Music (requested by Comptroller) 

 

16. For Possible Action:  Approve contract for entertainment services at the Lyon 

County Fair & Rodeo with Jennifer’s All Creatures Barnyard Racers (requested by 

Comptroller) 

 

17. For Possible Action: Review and accept travel claims  

 

Travel claims totaled $6,754.80 and registrations totaled $9,508.98. 

 

18. For Possible Action: Review and accept County claims and financial report  

 

County claims totaled $602,323.39 and payroll totaled $1,041,733.38.   

 

Comm. Fierro requested that Items #10 and #11 be pulled from the consent agenda. 

 

Jim Dunlap requested that Item #14 be pulled from the consent agenda. 

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the consent agenda as presented with the removal of Items #10, 

#11 and #14 to be discussed separately.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PLANNING ITEMS 

 

19. V & T ROCK /DANIEL COONS /MOUND HOUSE AGGREGATE PIT /V & T 

MANAGEMENT, LLC – SPECIAL USE PERMIT (for possible action) – Request 

for a Special Use Permit to allow an aggregate excavation use in the M-1 zoning 

district, and a use that may produce excessive noise, gaseous byproducts, noxious 

odors of a flammable or explosive nature; cause dust that may be offensive to 

adjoining property owners; and re-establishment of a previously approved sand and 

gravel pit operation, including a commercial coach for a scale house; all on 
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approximately 171.25 total acres; located at 95 Industrial Parkway, Mound House 

(APN 16-411-28) PLZ-16-0010 

 

 Planning Commission Recommendation: Based on the recommended findings, the 

Planning Commission unanimously motioned to recommend approval of the request 

for a Special Use Permit to allow an aggregate excavation use in the M-1 zoning 

district and re-establishment of a previously approved sand and gravel pit 

operation, including a commercial coach for a scale house; subject to the 16 

conditions recommended by staff plus 1 condition as negotiated with the applicant 

and staff. 

 

Rob Pyzel, Planner, said this is a special use permit to allow for the reestablishment of a 

previously approved gravel pit.  There is a change in name of the operator so that requires a new 

application for a special use permit.  He reviewed some of the findings and conditions of the 

planning commission.   

 

Comm. Fierro wanted the blasting hours be changed to 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.   He also wanted 

“advanced” to be added before notification in 17b.  He also addressed the outdoor lighting.     

 

Comm. Hunewill and Comm. Alt felt that 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. was acceptable since that is the 

operating hours of the mine.     

 

Phil Cowee of V & T Management LLC was present to answer any questions.  He said the 

blasting would be contracted.  He said there are not a lot of neighbors in the area.    

 

Comm. Fierro moved to approve the request for a Special Use Permit for V & T ROCK 

/DANIEL COONS /MOUND HOUSE AGGREGATE PIT /V & T MANAGEMENT, LLC to 

allow an aggregate excavation use in the M-1 zoning district, and a use that may produce 

excessive noise, gaseous byproducts, noxious odors of a flammable or explosive nature; cause 

dust that may be offensive to adjoining property owners; and re-establishment of a previously 

approved sand and gravel pit operation, including a commercial coach for a scale house; all on 

approximately 171.25 total acres; located at 95 Industrial Parkway, with findings A through D 

and recommendations of conditions of approval 1 through 17 with the word “advanced” being 

added prior to the word “notification” so it reads “advanced notification” on #17b.  Comm. 

Mortensen seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

Phil Cowee acknowledged that he agrees with the addition of “advanced” to item #17b. 

 

Tom Cartwright explained that while he worked for Candelaria Partners on the blasting crew 

they prepared the holes ahead of the scheduled blasting.           

 

**END OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS ** 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

20. For Possible Action:  Approve/authorize a letter of acknowledgement/support to the 

Governor’s Office of Economic Development for Cosmetic Enterprises’  application 

for economic incentives, including sales and use tax abatements, modified business 

tax abatements, Real Property tax and Personal Property tax for their 

relocation/expansion (requested by Governor’s Office of Economic 

Development/NNDA) 

 

Danny Campos, Vice President of NNDA, presented.  He said they are requesting that a letter of 

acknowledgement be sent to the Governor’s Office of Economic Development for Cosmetic 

Enterprises. He said the product would be made onsite.   

 

Comm. Fierro asked if the company did animal testing.   

 

Danny Camp said they do not do any animal testing.  He also responded to Comm. Hastings 

question about wages.  Mr. Campo said average wage is $24 and the median wage will be $18. 
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Comm. Fierro moved to authorize a letter of acknowledgement to the Governor’s Office of 

Economic Development for Cosmetic Enterprises’ application for economic incentives, 

including sales and use tax abatements, modified business tax abatements, Real Property tax and 

Personal Property tax for their relocation/expansion (requested by Governor’s Office of 

Economic Development.     Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

21. For Possible Action:  Approve/authorize a letter of acknowledgement/support to the 

Governor’s Office of Economic Development for The Webstraunt Store’s  

application for economic incentives, including sales and use tax abatements, 

modified business tax abatements, Real Property tax and Personal Property tax for 

their expansion (requested by Governor’s Office of Economic Development/NNDA) 

 

Danny Campos said they are requesting that a letter of acknowledgement be sent to the 

Governor’s Office of Economic Development for The Webstraunt Store’s application for 

economic incentives.  He explained that since the median wage is so low they are only 

requesting 25% tax abatements.  

 

Comm. Fierro moved to authorize a letter of acknowledgement/support to the Governor’s Office 

of Economic Development for The Webstraunt Store’s application for economic incentives, 

including sales and use tax abatements, modified business tax abatements, Real Property tax and 

Personal Property tax for their expansion. Requested by the Governor’s Office of Economic 

Development.  Comm. Hastings seconded and the motion passed unanimously 5 – 0.   

 

22. Commissioner Comments 

  

Comm. Hunewill said he wished a lot of businesses could get the incentives.     

 

23. For Possible Action: Approve Minutes (available in the Clerk/Treasurer’s Office) 

 

There were no minutes to approve.   

 

24. Public participation  

 

Gary Songer said he met with County Manager Jeff Page, the District Attorney and the road 

manager on March 9, 2016 regarding a problem on Mason Pass Road where the road keeps 

encroaching on his property. He said there were no easements on the property from the time he 

purchased it and no easements have ever been granted.  He said the road keeps encroaching 

further onto his property.  The people he spoke with said they would come up with a solution.  

On May 17, 2016 he again spoke with Jeff Page and he has not heard from him since then.  He is 

getting frustrated because he has not received any resolution to his problem.   

 

25. Adjourn 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

     ____________________________________________ 

     JOE MORTENSEN, Chairman 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

________________________________________ 

NIKKI BRYAN, Lyon County Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 


